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IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
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OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 
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(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner) 
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3} Prof. Michael Jackson for Mackenzie Valley 
i Pipeline Inquiry; 
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Gas Pipeline Limited; 
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a THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
1 will call our meeting to order this afternoon. I 

>| should say for those of you who were here last even- 
Si ing that Mr. Morin, a fisherman, invited me to come 
" out today to the West Channel,so I went out there 

| this morning and Mr. Morin and Mr. Studney, who also 
9 | gave evidence last night, showed me around the boats 
ai and the pier that the fishermen have out there on the 
al West Channel. I also saw the barge that is be- 
12) ing built there for Dome Petroleums, 

Lt Well, we will start this 

14 afternoon and just as yesterday, anyone who has 

ta anything to say can just go right ahead and say it, 
s and you can just say what is on your mind. You don't 
ei have to have a prepared brief. You can stand up or 

| 

al remain seated, whatever makes you feel most comfor- 
“4 table, so I am in your hands. 
il Yes sir. We will just swear 
|| you in. if vou Far mind, before you begin. 
4 MR. GRAVES: All right. 
|| THE COMMISSIONER: You can 
=| be seated, if you wish, sir. That other microphone 
at might be more comfortable. 
26) 

7\| RUFUS B. GRAVES, sworn: 
cal THE WITNESS: I am Rufus B. 


Graves, Superintendent of Education for the Government 


of the Northwest Territories, but that is my work that 


30 
| I do in the Community of Hay River; but I am not 
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appearing on behalf of the Government. I am appearing 
as an individual who is very concerned with the 

impact and what happens in the area of education 

in Hay River and other communities. The communities 
that I have a great deal of interest in are Hay 

River, the Hay River Indian village, Enterprise, 


Kakisa Lake, Fort Providence, and Pine Point. 


The reasonethat,. bring Pine Point into if is. for 
the very simple fact that we have Grade 11 and 12 
students being transported daily to Hay River from 
Pine Point to attend Diamond Genness Secondary 
School. 

There are some areas, a numbe 
of areas, I guess, probably about five or six that I | 
would like to touch on to bring forth what is | 
actually “going to happen to me and to the educational 
Community of this particular area. | | 

At the present time, I | 
have been here four years, we have something like, 
we have 900 students in the Hay River school system. 
There are on Vale Island, which is referred to as 
the Old Town area, there are approximately 350 student 
and the buildings are relatively old, Camsell School 
which was formerly the Hay River High School. We 
tore down a certain section of it and now we use 
the remaining portions and have for the last two 
years, three years, to house students in Grade 6 and 
JeOnLy« 

St. Paul's takes care of 


Grades 4 and 5. As you are well aware the austerity 
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program that are being experienced by people in 
educationin the territories, is making it doubly 
dadifficuitfior us to meet,say, current requirements, 
let alone projected requirements at this particular 
stage, so I am quite concerned about :it as a 
citizen here and I can see that if we are looking 
at buildings alone that with a construction program 
there will be -- has already been set ahead and 

we are looking at '77, if they were to start in '77 
we would not be able to house them in our present 
circumstances. 

We now have accomnodation 
for approximately, to my guess-timating, of 
approximately 1,100 students which would crowd 
the facilities in Hay River if they were to be filled 
to that number. Of course, I can see us with a 
number of Atco units on the grounds, we have 
ample grounds to put units on to serve the needs 
as far as accomodation is concerned for students. 

If they come through in the things that I hear, like 
for example that the population will double in Hay 
River alone in the next -- Say, within the next 


two years, then weth 42 teachers on staff now, 


we're not looking at only 92, youre just doubling the 


requirements if the school population doubled, but 
we are also looking at the problems that are 
brought to us which ~ require councilors for the 
students, special education programming, increased 
administrative staff, plus the various clerks and 


people that carry on other functions, such as the 
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| custodial forces and things of this nature. 

2 My experience has been over 

: the past four yeur seethes there are difficulties in 

; staffing. It has improved considerably in the 

>| past two or three years. Looking at other areas 

a we bus children from Enterprise. At Enterprise 

7] we bring in some thirty odd kids, 35 to 38 children 

al along the corridor they call it, which is from 

"| Hay River, Mile 5910 and so on out to Enterprise and 
al at Enterprise surprisedly I have had requests, you see, 
oe to establish a small school there and I have denied 
al this because of the numbers are not sufficient in 

13) order to establish a program there. 
| But with that as a staging 
“y area, it would appear that I would be faced with the 
re setting up of probably anywhere from two to four 

a buildings there to serve the increase in 
1a population will take place once that is set maybe 
3 as a staging area. 
29 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, 
21 two to four -- 
ce A Two to four Atco units, 
23 portable units to house the school population, and I 
ea) haven't mentioned the fact that when we start in with 
25 | the increase in the school population, you also are 
aed increasing staff but that has an attendant fact, and 
2%] that is the increase in the requirements for accommo- 
28! dation for teaching staff, as well as other personnel 
Cue 





associated with the operation of the school. 


Q Do you provide accommodati 
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30 - Of course, the crystal ball 


| 
1 for voue teachers? 
2 A Yes, accommodation is 
3 provided for all reschecan furnished accommodation, 
4 and so this presents us with quite a problem. We've 
5 had difficulty in meeting these requirements up until | 
6 | this year. | 
1 I might add and say at this | | 
8 point that there was a 7 to 8% growth rate experienced 
9 in Hay River in the first three years that I was here, 
10 and going back two years prior and basing it on a 
pig five-year growth factor. But this year -- 
2 Q What were those three 
13 years? | 
14 | A O.K., let's go back to | 
15 ‘71, each year since '71 we've had a 7 to 8% increase, | 
16 | Q That's in school Wi fed cn? 
school | 
1? A In’ population, I'm speak- | 
18 ing of the school student population. This year we | 
1 anticipated, with a growth of 7 plus, that we would hav 
20 a student population here of something close to 1,000, 
au but we are now this year nearly at zero growth in 
22 student population. Things have come to a screeching 
20 halt here, so to speak, as far as the influx of 
24 students. However, this doesn't mean that people are 
25 | not moving into the community. One of the experiences 
26 | we had at Pine Point, for example, is that we estimated 
ad there would be 1.5 students per unit of housing; it 
28 turned out that it was a little less than 1, so this | 
29 kind of throws your crystal ball out of whack, 
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5 this year, we're not looking into the future but 

2 | we have looked backwards to September, 1974, and my 

: staffing is based on September '74 actual enrolment 

4 | at that particular time, SO you see there's no | 
5 provision made for any increased enrolments at this | 
6 | time, So if we're hit with a tremendous increase | 
| you know, we're going to be faced with accommodations | 
8 | and buildings and increased funding and so on and | 
9 so forth, which I hope it will come from somewhere. 

a But I'm faced with the problems of makingfrovision 

Ve for these locally, and all the problems that go with it, 
10 The KakisaLake area -- Kakisa | 
13 is not that great a problem because we have children | 
14 | gOing in a hostel and also attending in Fort Providence. 
15 | Fort Providence would present | 
16 | an additional problem too, in the event that they have 
17 | a staging area there, which means that with a school ! 
18 population of 200, amd formerly 10 teachers, but I've | 
19 been cut back to 9, then we are looking at, say there's 
20 an influx of population there, we have additional | 
saan problems, Fortunately we do have building space to 

22 | maybe accommodate up to around 250 to 260. 

IRS Q That's the school at 

24 Providence? 

25 | ’ A At Fort Providence, yes. 
26 One of the things that I'm 

Pe involved in, other than the in-school program, most 

28 people would identify -- I shouldn't talk from that 

29 point of view, as a citizen you know I should speak 


30 some other way -- but I'm also involved and concerned 
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about what we call continuing special education, which | 
has to do with tradesmen and trade qualifications and 
certification. To give you an idea of what you're 
asking, you know you were wanting to know about the | 
impact. | 
Last year in 1974 we had : 
tradesmen applying for certification, 39. This year | 
Since January lst we have already had 38 people. So 
at that rate we're looking at something, if we were 
to continue this accelerated rate, then we would be 
looking by the end of this year theoretically at four 
times that much, approximately 160 trades qualifications 


Q Are you talking about the 


south Slave ? 


A That's right. I take 
care of, out of my office we take care of all the 
trades qualifications, all the apprenticeship program- 
ing, and that's for Hay River, Providence, Pine Point, 
Cominco Mines, and also we have been working to take 
care of Fort Smith. 

For example, we've had just 
enquiries for trades qualifications something like over 


204 people made enquiries about trades qualifications. 





Q You mean about obtaining 
them? 

A That's right. 

Q Not about hiring them, 

A No. 

Q Obtaining trades qualifi- 


cations. 
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A Certification for the 


Territories in order to carry out their jobs. What 
happens is if belie looking at a force that's coming 
in here, you know, with the present rate we're going 

to doukie, and most of the people who come in here will 


be people who have or are in different -- they're 





either journeymen for trade certification here, trans- 


fers, or they're working on the various apprenticeship 





years, and they come in and they must be registered 

with us, and most of the people who have been coming in 
here are people who will be qualified. In other words, | 
the qualifications that they have are not obtainable | 
in the Territories and we will be in a position where 
we will have to take care of all of that, and I have | 
one man that does this, | 

Just in the apprenticeship 
program alone we have something like 60 some-odd people 
in the apprenticeship. We figured it out if he were 
to visit according to the requirements, four times a | 
year is required, or once a month in the first year, 
we'd have something like eight or 900 visits, you 
see, and it's impossible to do that. 

There are a number of points 
that I could touch on, but I -- in giving yau some 
ideas. 

Q Well, go ahead, don't 
stint yourself. I'm anxious to hear anything you've got 
to add. 

A One aspect of course is 


the bussing business, and that is always a very tender 
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point here. I certainly have had my raps over bussing | 


| 


before; but that's part of the deal. But the bussing -- 





Q It goes with the job. 

A That's right. Right now : 
I've already -- there's a lot of things that go with | 
it, that it doesn't say anything about in the fine print, 

The bussing we are now involved 
in with the situation I have, we can conceivably see | 
doubling of bussing, which would run to the tune of | 
something, $100,000-something a year which we're alread 
up to 60-70,000 a year. So the money aspect is some- 
thing to really be considered. 

Staffing, of course I men- 
tioned the problems that, not just obtaining a teacher 
for a classroom but also the auxilliary personnel in 
order to render the services that the people expect 
from us in the educational program. You know, people 
move in and they assume automatically that we will be 
able to provide for their children, and we have people 
come into the Territories that bring to us many 
problems. They, for example, with children who are 
presently enrolled in special education programs in 


say the City of Edmonton. They come to Hay River, we 


them. We are not able to provide the type of specialize 
training programs at this time. We do the very best 
we can. We send children out for training, you know, 
the hard of hearing, visual and so on; but it taxes 

us another -- you know, it's a very difficult problem. 


| 

do not have that facility. We do not have schools for | 
| 

A lot of people, I don‘t know 


| 
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whether they're aware when they're employed in the | 
Territories, but they must be aware that if they have | 
some physical or mental difficulty, you know problem 
child, or even themselves, such as diabetic and so on 
and so forth, of a serious nature and so on, that we | 
have very good facilities here, but at present with a 
22-bed hospital for example, and you throw in 8,000 


people for a 22-bed hospital, it's going to be pretty 





rough just in that area, I might mention that. 

The funding, of course, that's 
something that will probably automatically come once 
they hit us. Like when they say, "Whenever you 
see the whites of their eyes." 

But we have a lot of brown 

eyes, you know, so we've got to take care of them. Under! 
local training, for example I have the responsibility 

to take care of the basic literacy programs, adult : 
education, adult upgrading of people so they can take | 
advantage of the employment. In fact, we have used 

the damage in their secondary schoolfor adult educational 
programs. We're trying to work it as a Community 
Education Centre, not just a secondary school. 

A number of these points on 
training, I dait have anything to do with AVTC in 
Fort Smith, of course that's something else, but we send 
numbers of people in there for training. We have a lot 
of unskilled people here, but we try to send the numbers 
out to Fort Smith. We would like to take care of the 
programming locally and we're making strides to do that 


within our own community. In fact, I think most people 
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Would they have any certification at all? 


1 in the pipeline business run into the fact that when 
2 we take an individual from his community and he's away 
3 for six months at a time, your chances of losing him 
4 are very high because of the changing of his particular 
5 environment. So we look at and recognize that here, 
6 | The problems that we are looking 
7 at also in looking way into the future is the aftermath, | 
8| What happens after we've built all the schools and the | 
9 Atco Units and we have them here and then within ten 
10 years you see everyone's gone? So it's a crystal 
11 ball that a person has to look into. | 
iat) If there's one recommendation | 
13 I could make, it would be that we, like everyone else | 
14 is looking for, is to have as much lead time as possible 
15 to prepare for orderly development. That would be our 
16| wish, but I can imagine when this thing goes it will 
17 move very rapidly. I just leave it like that then. 
18 If I can answer any questions | 
19 for you I'll be glad to do so, 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: I have a few. 
21 questions that are not particularly well organized, but 
22 they occurred to me while you were speaking. 
23 Q I visited that barge 
24 that I think a man named Mr. Gill is assembling on the 
oa West Channel, and he told me that most of his crew 
26 | were local people, and they appear to be mostly welders 
J! because they are assembling panels, steel panels that | 
ke had been shipped from Vancouver, I think. Would you | 
a4 have certificated the welders that he's using there? 
ae 
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A Well, they would be 
certificated in B.C., which is acceptable here for 
them to work tebe What we are interested in is those 
that are on the apprenticeship program who wish to 
continue their apprenticeship until they reach ther 
journeyman ticket. This would be one of the things we 
run into, 

In most provinces there is a 
registration required for journeymen. At this time I 
believe in the Territories we do not have the require- 
ment of registration for all journeymen. This would 
pose us a big problem if the registration of these 
people, so it would call for an additional staffing in 
my office to accommodate this influx. 

I lookfor, you know, the 
skilled craftsmen are the ones who will be pouring in 


to the north. Of course, when you are looking at four 
years, 


/three and four, six years to train for a particular 


skill. We have no time now. They have been working for 
some, I'd say three years, in doing some work in the 
direction of providing training; but it's a pretty 

slow business. 

One thing about it is that 
not everyone wants to be a welder ora ca_rpenter or 
whatever it may be. So we automatically have selecti- 
vity there mere they do not -- you know, we can only 
take care of so many carpenters here. Like heavy duty 
equipment, we have lots of heavy duty equipment. It 
seems like everyone I run into has had a heavy duty 


equipment training course but there's not that many 
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R.B. Graves 


D-8's around for a guy to run. But the limited train- 
ing program, it's very complicated, very complex and 
very difficult heed you know, they're not going to 
come to us and appeal to me and say, "We need 20 
welders," and they know darn well we can't provide 

20 welders like that. It just won't happen. We can 
gradually train people. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I was reading information that | 


once the pipeline would be set, that years and years | 
ago they used to have five or ten families at pump or 
compressor stations. Now they run it all by computer 
in Toronto. 

Q Calgary, I think. | 

A Is it Calgary? Well, of | 
course you probably recognize it's somewhere else 
besides here, but I grew up in Texas and the che eee 
stations, I've seen them where they were abandoned and : 
all it was was just an automatic device. No one around | 


except maybe one fellow to open and close the gate 


in case the inspector came by. 


think that Mr. Workman, who is here from Arctic Gas, 
told us last night there would be something on the 
order of 200 people employed once the pipeline is 

in operation, andI think for the most part he made 
it clear they would be employed at Inuvik, Norman 
Wells, and Fort Simpson. So that your query, after 
it's constructed what do we do with all these schools 
and hospitals and housing and roads you built, is one 


| 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
that this Inquiry has to think about and you people 


Tne aes 1 oe 
7 ) - yV - fl 


vey" 2 a. ST 
~~. 





02 paion son a3’ yori? word wey Seumoed siveltlab yxev 
OS besa ov” \ yen bus ot OF Ieegqs, bas ec 0% omoo 
Sbivery s'nso ow ilew ams woud. yed?. bas, “, exeblew 
neo sW .naqaar ¢'now Jawh 32 staddediL exeblew 0s 
.aiqosg alsid yiisubaxe 





| 
| 
' 
{ 
| 
‘Jedd coisatscoital putbes: saw = ; 
@issy bas ersey tedy .3e2 sd bivow eniiegig, edd sono 


10 gmu¢ ts eekfims? oot to evi syad.ct beep yord ops 
tatuqmoo vd Lis +i mex Yeas wou .enoitese 20evergnes 


| 
| sotnoztoT at 
| »Mnin? £-yvxsplsd Q 
30 ,.ieW Tyaspleo si at A 
selo oreftwemoe 2't+i asigpooes yidadotg woy sexu0D 
soeReIcHeS sit Has esxsT ni qu wore I dud ~exed esblteed 
bot Doecohusds stew yeds orev ment peer sv'’L ,enoigade 
| Sess eno ov .eolveb olvs#otes ns Jeu, sew saw di ils 
| etsp oefif seofa Bas aago of wolfe? eno says JqeaoxKe 
| -¥d omso totosqear aft saso. ak 
I ,{loew :faMOL@eIMMOD uP 


a 


s269 olsoOxA mort ors ef odw ,ssadtioW .aM dedd anidd 
| eds ac onidjemoe sd Bivow oxveds aifpin sesi ev Blog 
et enifegiq sit sono bsyoigne elqosq 05a zebs0 

| shem er t2zeq 26m edt to% Amide I ba 6 ,nektezego ak 

| maerzov ,Ativunt Jo beyciqms ed bivow yort rseLlo Dk 
Metis ,yssup woy 3643 08 .moaqmie 2207 bas ,ellewW 
.aloonss ezene Lis d3tw ob sw ob sailw bevowitenoo e' th 
ene 2i ,2ilud woy ebsoy bas ertewod bas sintiqeod bas 
siqoeg woy bas 4ucds Anidt of eet yxiupel eid Inia 


‘ 


; 
: | 
- = eS as os A “ta 


ALLWEST REPOR TING LTD. 
BURNABY 25 B.C, 340 


YE 


do 


> 


fon) 





R.B. Graves 


here in Hay River have to do some hard thinking about. | 
| 
There is, of course, as I | 

think you all souk what is called a real likelihood of 
looping which means there would be continuing construc - | 
tion over a period of a decade or a little more, but 
that wouldn't be quite as intense as the initial three- | 
year construction programs, as I understand it. 


Can I ask you another question? 


; P | 
Q Pine Point, you said that | 





you had 38 people that you certificated last year in 


various trades, and that would be for the South Slave 
region and the communities you spoke of earlier. 

A This doesn't count the ed 
we're only talking about the completion of apprentice- | 
ship programming for certification. | 

Q Here in the Territories. | 
Here in South Slave, 

A Just across here, and 
in Hay River obviously we take care of, let's see, I'd 
probably say 70% of all of it. 


Q In the Territories? 


A Yes. So you see, we're 


are, I don't know what it is but they don't seem to 
realize that when you go across from Wrigley, Simpson, 
and up there, and go across to here and include Fort 
Smith and Resolution, you're looking at probably one- 
fourth of the population of the Territories. 

Q I know. 


| 
looking at a population that I maintain is -- people 
A You've got 4,000 people 
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here, you've got 2,100 at Pine Point and they keep 
telling me they're going to grow like crazy, that's 
6,100, another 5, 6, 700, that's 8,000 people right 
across here. Then you throw in Fort Smith, which is 
say a couple of thousand, ten, and then you go over to 
Simpson and pick up another thousand, 1,500 or around 
there, you've got another 38,000, it runs about a 
third, 

Q Yes. 

A So there's a lot of -=- 
and theone thing, everything has not percolated down 
through here yet. We've had a lot of information and 


what-not, but to my knowledge this is the first time 


well, that we've had anything, you know, input directly 


into what's being, you know, put together, 

Q At any rate you said 
last year yau certificated about 38 people who com- 
pleted your trades training program? 

A Not ours, but they came 
into the Territories on completion, such as at Pine 
Point and Hay River both. 

Q Oh, I see. 

A Once they were tradesmen 
they were in Pine Point and Hay River. 

Q I was just going to ask 
you that. 

A Yeah. 

Q Out of the 38 -- 

A Well, let's put it this 


way, we have something like -- I stand to be corrected 
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Situation, I'm just trying to pull it out -- but I'd 


| 
-- I didn't bring the figures because that's not my 
say that we have something like oh, maybe 60-70 of 
our apprentices operating out of say Pine Point, and 
the balance of about 90-100, and that's people in 
various phases of the apprenticeship program, in Hay 
River, Enterprise and there. We have only about -- 


say we have 20 or 30 in Fort Smith. So you see they | 


all move. There's a heavy concentration out here. This 





is the industrialized area of the north in a sense. 
This is the only place that I'd say private enterprise 


exceeds the governmental type. 


Q Hay River and Pine Point? | 

A Sure, | 

Q Those are the only two : 
places? 

A Yes. 

Q I'm sure you're right. 


| 
| 
A And one of the things that 


perturbs me a little bit is thatfpeople have the assump+ 
tion that since there is a good income in a community, 
of the average people, say for example that there is 

no correlation between a good income in a sense and 

the social problems that you experience. There are a 
lot of problems, you know, in communities where people 
make good money, there's no doubt about it. Soa lot 

of people say, “Well, they don't need certain assistancd 
and what-not in family counselling and things of this 
nature," and that's wrong. They certainly do, but 


that's not in my area. I'm not involved in social 
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development type of programs. 


Q Just without asking you 


for precise figures, how would you break down those 


38 people who completed their trades training here last | 


year among the trades? 

A I'd say the large per- 
centage of them were involved in heavy duty equipment 
operation. 

Q At Pine Point? 

A Which would be at Pine 
Point. You see, our office works -- well, all the 
apprentices there are handled through our office in 
Hay River. So we have one man to take care of it, and 
now there is to be two. 

I might add that the appren- 
ticeship program, which is now being transferred under 
economic development, will not be tied in with the 
Education Department, which I have no comment on that. 

Q I won't ask about it 
then. I just -- forgive me for asking you again -- 
but I want to make sure I understand it. Do you have 
-- you supervise, at least until this jurisdiction is 
transferred to Trade Ministry, you supervise the 
apprenticeship programs that you have here in the 
Territories, both for people living here who start out 
in the program here, and for people coming in who have 
one or two years left, and you supervise that and you 
said that in your south Slave region last year you 


--38 completed the program, 


A Thats 38 tradesmen 
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1 applying for certification. They were successful there 
2 but there is an estimate that we had 204, you know, 

3 there were enquiries concerning this. I don't have 

& these statistics, the ones I had written down are just 
5 that we had 39 tradesmen in '74 for certification, 

6 | and this year inthe first four months, five months of 

iT this year we have already certificated 38. | 
8 We envisage examinations from 
9 Other provinces who still have jurisdiction over the 
10 people, you know, taking examinations. We envisage 
igs exams from four other provinces because some people 
2 come here for short periods of time and leave, and 


13 it's hard to keep up with the statistical part of it. 








30 the growth rate. I was just interested in what you 





14 But I can say this, there | 
15 has been a tremendous increase in the apprenticeship | 
16 work we've had. A tremendous increase, Just roughly, | 
17 I don't think I can rough it out but I'd say we have : 
18 now since '71, we have probably nearly four times as | 
19 many people involved, three to four times as many 

20 people involved in the apprenticeship program. 

21 Q If you were to take Pine 
22 Point right out of the equation, would that reduce those 
23 38, the number 38 by one-half or by one-third? 

24 A I couldn't,,I just 

25) couldn't rightly say. Certainly, if your interest is 

26. such that you would like, I could make the figure 

27 available for you, certainly would. You can take a look 
28 at it and you can see for yourself the growth rate. 

29 Q Oh, I'm satisfied about 
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said a moment ago about Hay River and Pine Point being 
together, accounting, I'm sure from what you say, for 
more ait half of all of the apprentices in the North- 
west Territories. 


A That's right. This is 





pretty hard to understand, but still it's easy to under- 


stand why, because like I said, the only industrializa- | 


tion, the only say free enterprise or productivity 
as far as manufacturing or in the transportation scene 
here, you know, is Hay River and Pine Point, and Pine 
Point, of course, is made up of a work force that's 
strictly people who are journeymen or certificated an 
apprentice. So I'd say it was a pretty heavy respon- 
sibility, keeping up with it all, and what I wish to 
point out is that we're not going to have just 
problems in schools. We're going to have problems in 
all aspects of training and various education programs. 

Q You said that 204 had 
applied last year or made enquiries. I didn't quite 
understand that. Were those people who wanted to enter 
apprenticeship training? 

A People who wanted to 
take the trades qualifying examinations, trades 


certification;for one reason or another they never 


followed up, or they did follow up and qualified; but you 


see, a lot of people come in, we envisage examinations 
and they may leave in a month. 

Q But 204 who enquired, 
some of them would be from outside the Territories. 


A Oh yes. 
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E. Dean 


It's hard to -- I'd have to 
have figures for you so that we could go through that, 
because it would have more meaning for you. I'm sure 
it may sound garbled to you, but I certainly would, 
you know, be pleased to make them available 

Q Well, I understand the 
broad lines of the thing although I don't completely 
comprehend the figures. I wonder, Mr. Graves, I don't 
know whether you've met Mr.Weick of the Inquiry staff, 
but I think he would like to chat. He's the man in the 
blue shirt back there. I just am saying to him that 
he's not to leave town without talking to you at 
greater length about these matters. But thank you 
very much and I hope if you can stay around a bit it 
may be that some other questions will come up, that 
is I want to hear from others but if you don't have 
to get right back to work maybe you wouldn't mind 
waiting a while. 

A Fine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anyone 


else who has got something to say, you certainly should 


feel free to come forward now. Yes sir? Come right 
up here, if you wish, and you can sit down here, if 


you like. 


EARL DEAN, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: My name is Earl 
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E. Dean 


Dean, and I'd like to address the Inquiry concerning 
some matters of the socio-economic impact of the 


proposed pipeline. I've been studying this matter 


for some time. A couple of years ago I was working for 


the Indian Brotherhood in Ottawa and it came to my 
attention that the socio-economic impact of the pipe- 
line was to be dealt with, you know, before they went 
ahead. I wondered at the time what the phrase meant, 
It seemed to be a very wooly kind of idea, 

As far as I've been able to 


understand from what Gas Arctic has said in their 


submission and so on, they have more or less taken the 
approach that, "Well, we'll be providing more jobs for 


people," and that this is going to start to solve some 


of the social problems that we anticipate as being 
a result of the pipeline. 

I'm not too convinced that 
this ready answer is really the case, I think it's 
very difficult, like I say, to get one's mind around 
some of these concepts because for one thing I don't 
speak for any group of people, you know, I'm simply 
speaking as a person who is interested in an academic 
sense in these questions. 

But if you took some social 


indicators and looked at situations that have gone on 


so far, like I imagine like say the Town of Fort Provi- 


dence , you see a certain kind of pattern enege. The 


highway touches the town and the town begins to change. 


More people start drinking, drinking more heavily. 


There are more admissions to the nursing station due 
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to alcohol-related kind of injuries. There are more | 
children in the receiving home; more people are put in | 
jail; more panies break up. Families cope with this | 
breakup by sending the kids to hostels. In short, the 
whole town begins to change and the difficulty, of 
course, is deciding, "Well, this change that I'm 


observing, is this the result of my own perception? 





You know, am I looking at things and finding the worst 
aspect of things, or is there in fact some kind of 


objective criteria whereby one can establish that there | 





is some real social damage going on?" 

Well, if it could be proven, 
for instance, that when the pipeline goes down the 
Mackenzie Valley that it's going to cause more misery 
for people, and you have the somewhat weak argument 
that, "Well, it's also going to provide businessmen 
with some more money, and it's going to provide some | 
jobs for some people," but on the whole if it could be | 
proven that there is kind of a downhill, if you like, 
thing happening in terms of human relations, I think 
society is almost accountable for that kind of thing. 

I'm going to read you somethin 
I'm sure you're very familiar with. It's from the 
"Expanded Guidelines for Northern Pipelines," as tabled 
in the House of Commons on June 28, 1972 by the Honour- 
able Jean Chretien. On page 25 in the introduction he 
says in the social guidelines: 

"That they're going to seek to minimize the 
adverse social and economic consequences 


associated with rapid large-scale development 
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where these adverse effects can be 

predicted with some degree of certainty." 
That's a qualified statement, but there is, I think, 
a sincere kind of attempt to ameliorate what we 
anticipate might happen, and I think if we look at 
small communities along the Alaska Highway we'll find 
that the Indian people there, a lot of them have lost 
their language; we'll find that there is a lot of 
drinking and so on; and we'll find thatpeople don't 
have the same autonomy, they don't have -- they have 
lost something. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, 
you said the Alaska Highway. You meant the Alaska 
Highway ? 

A Ledid? 

Q I know what you're 
talking about but I wanted to -- 

A Yes. If you read the 
"NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC" and you look at the kind of 
development that's going on in the Amazon, you know, 
it's almost as if it was magic, you know, the highway 
goes into some of these areas and people die, they 
start dying, they get diseases. Now they can say, 
"Well, they're not immunized." 

But *Pedon't *thinkeit ts sust 
simply a matter of vaccination. There is a collision 
of two ways of life, and I think it is important 
to understand the nature of that collision, and I 
think I can offer you some suggestions about what's 


really going on in terms of this, and the other part 
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of what the Minister wanted was that, 
"In order to ensure that the social and 
economic benefits outweigh the costs, the 
applicant shall make a conscious effort to 
contribute to the social and economic 


development of the Territories." 


350 


Now, it's almost machiavellia 


or something to start talking about peoples' lives in 
terms of benefits and costs; but maybe those are the 
only kinds of things we can come to terms with. But 
what I suspect is going to happen is that we're going 
to say, "Yeah, well there's going to be a lot more 
alcohol in the north, so we're going to spend more 


money on picking up the p&eces of human wreckage that 


occur from this development," and I don't think that's 


right. I don't think that's the right approach. I 
think there has to be like a preventative kind of 
behaviours and processes that get initiated, and I 
think that those kind of processes probably involve 
making sure that people in the north are part of 
social institutions that they have some control over, 
Now when I say “social 
institution," it could be anything, it could be a 
church, and you ask yourself, “How many Indian people 
are religious leaders in churches?" You look at the 
schools and you say, "How many Indian people are tea- 
chers, are leaders, are examples to the kids?" 
You look at a business and you say, "How many Indian 
people are owners of business so that they are the 


people that have to be negotiated with?" So far the 
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record has been pretty dismal. 

Now I realize thati'm being 
philosophical and’ general, but I want to start getting 
into these issues because yesterday it seems to me 
that some people at least started to get into these 
areas, and I can understand the reluctance to deal 
with the philosophical and the ethical problems. But 
it seems to me that there should be at least some 
-- you know, some mention of these things. 

Q You go right ahead, 

I've got all afternoon and all evening, for that 
matter, so don't feel that I have any reluctance to 
listen to you on those subjects. I'm quite ihterested 
to hear what you have to say. 

M S. THORSON: Excuse me. 


Could I be sworn in because he says he's academic? 


academic interest at all,and I could intrude occasion- 
ally and make it sound less academic because he's 
very cool now but -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, why 
don't we swear you in and you sit over there too, if 


you feel an objection, 


M S. NORA THORSON, sworn: 

MR. DEAN: Yes, Nora and I 
have worked together quite a bit in all these things. 
We travelled to about 12 communities down the Mac- 
kenzie Valley to do a health study for the Indian 


| 

| 

He lives it every day. I'm his wife and it's not an | 
Brother hood, and we would camp in each community 
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| 
| 
and ask the chief and some of the people there what | 
they thought of the Northern Health Service, and 
that's where we first started to develop some of our 
perceptions. We're both white, so I've got to emphasize 
again that we're not speaking for Indian people, but 
somehow I grew up here in Hay River and so this is 
my home town. I have children and I want the effects | 
of what's being done, it's going to affect my 
children, it's going to affect myself, so that's the 
basis ‘of tour ‘7-Hight. 

It's like I say, a big 
subject. Do you remember where I was? 

M S. THORSON: It's very hard 
to make this your living room, and that's why I think 
you'll find most people are having difficulty at it. 


I think something, I guess 


it really gets to the philosophic, to us it's not 
just a pipeline. The pipeline has become something. 
In the States people couldn't get ahold of Viet Nam 
but when they got ahold of the -- 

MR. DEAN: The environment? 

M S. THORSON: No, the plumber 
crisis, they could grab ahold of that and they could 
gnatter at that. Well, what's happening up here peo- 
ple haven't been able to get ahold of, and so when 
there's a chance to speak on the pipeline its not the 
pipeline quite that we're getting at, but somehow the 


pipeline is symbolic of what's happening up here, and 


two things that were said yesterday, one was talking 


to some people who were born and raised up here who 
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are going outside, and I said, “Well, why are you 
going outside?" 


And they said,"Well, there's 





getting to be too many outsiders up here." 

And I said, "Well, how can 
it be better going outside that to stay up here with 
outsiders?" 

And they said, "Well, it's 
no longer here any more, but there's a great preten- 
tion that it's here, am people are pretending or 
they're creating a north, and in the process they're 
destroying what they were raised with and they'd 


rather go down and live with the traffic in Vancouver, 





thank you, and live really." 





15 | When Earl and I said we | 
16 were going to come here, we said, "well, who do we | 
17 | speak for?" | 
18 And we said, "Well, I guess 
19 maybe we should speak for those people who are on the 
20 verge of becoming violent, who are in the jails, 

gt people who can't get ahold of it, have no means to 

22 get ahold of it, but are reacting to it, reacting 

Cx to -- Earl said we went down the river and it's 

2a | true, we pitched our tent in each community and the 
a chief introduced us to a couple of people and we stayed 
26 | at our camp until it filtered through the community 


people would come and talk to us about what they 


wanted to say, and that was -- 





2g who we were and what we were about, and then the 
30 | But I got identified 
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with pipeline, I got identified with Bay managers, 

I got identified with all the things that I'm opposed 
with because I'm white, and I don't want my kids to 
be associated with all those bad things. You can't 
say there's not racism going on. There's racism going 


on in both camps, and it's not because anybody wants 


it, but there's something about the nature of the 
Situation that brings it out. It maybe because we 
can't speak Slavey and can't think that way, but 
then we have friends who speak Slavey and have been 
bought out and have been destroyed. So far, because 
they've been working with native organizations and 
friends. 

The cost See beings 
being destroyed, you can see it, you can see your | 
friends get empty. It's not just thatthey take a shot | 
at theirwife, they just become shells. You know, it | 
seems to me that if we can put pipelines down we can | 
preserve those things that matter to us, and that's 
all. 

MR. DEAN: To try and start 
to come to terms with these things we've got to start 
examining some really basic assumptions of what's 
going on, like the word "land ownership". George 
Manual is president of the National Indian Brotherhood 
he asked me, he said, "Well, when you go up north 
try and find out what the land settlement means to 
people." I think that's what the oil companies 
would like to find out, they'd like to find out what 


kind of minimal conditions or maximum conditions are 
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don't pay your taxes then the land reverts to the stat 


1 necessary to go ahead and accomplish this thing. 

| Now if you get something on 

3 | paper that says, "This is a land settlement," am it 

4 isn't really a settlement in that sense of the word | 
s "settlement" thatpeople are happy, if justice isn't 

6 | seemed to be done by this Court,by people, then no 

y problem has been solved, you know. It may be a pretext 
‘| for putting people in jail eventually, but -- so we 

c have to examine the basic assumptions about certain 

19 words. Now to me coming from my cultural heritage 

1l| I think land ownership almost implies some kind of 

12) invisible string between me and a piece of the 

ie earth's surface, you know, like I put a fence around 

14 | it. White housing in the north has fences around it. 
15 | Indian housing doesn't have, | 
16 not very much of it has fences around it because | 
17 | people treat the land differently, and this is the : 
18 kind of thing I want to report to you, that -- and 
19 | eventually I'm going to offer an alternate hypothesis 
20 too, that could explain some of the things that are 
21| going on just as well as some of the conventional 

22 hypothesis that you listened to last night, for 

23 instance. 

24 | Now land ownership really is 
25) a question of man's relation to man. That's my view 
of the matter, like there is a piece of property which 
27 aman gets title to. He has land and he has paper. 

28 Now he pays taxes on that. Now one could construe that 
29 that tax as being a kind of rent, because if you 

30] 
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l and it's sold to somebody else. I mean what I'm 

2 Saying, take Fort Simpson, there is a community where 
3 you've got a lot of Indian people living right in 

4 downtown Simpson, and there's some land that isn't 

5 really a reserve but it's sort of set aside for 

6 Indian people. It's got a very uncertain status right 
7] at the moment. All through the years the Department 

3 of Indian Affairs has been paying a grant to the 

9 | municipality, and it's called a grant in lieu of 

10 taxes, and this has happened here in Hay River, too. 

11 | Indian Affairs pay to the Municipality of Hay River, 
he I don't know, something in the order of $2,000 every 
13 year because they said, "Well, really we, the Depart- 
14 ment of Indian Affairs, have title to this land so 
15) somebody has to pay the taxes, so we'll pay the taxes .!" 
16 Now the man who lives in a | 
17 house on that land does not know that/that money Le 
18 fer has taken place. He does not know that the Indian 
19 Affairs is somewhat benevolently paying his taxes. 
26 He does not know that, you know, that there is a 
2] possibility that he might get title to one small 
22 portion of that land. When Wally Gryba was over 
3 in Simpson, he was really entertaining the idea of 
24 Maybe transferring the land and the house it sat on 
Ae for $1. to the occupant just to clear the matter up 
cu and put it on a more regular basis in terms that we 
| understand, 
2g | Well, the problem for the 

aoa person living in that house, he thinks he owns that 


30 house. He may be even so naive as to assume that he 
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owns the land which is outside the purvue of this 


Court. But then all of a sudden he's going to be 


hit with taxes and if he 


doesn't pay the taxes he's 


going to lose the land, and there's this whole real 


estate game’; and some of us sort of hoped, "Well, 


if Indians got a lot of real estate, they will be 


able to get enough income that they would be able 


to have a comparable position in society to the one 


we sort of developed because of our cultural way of 


treating the land. 


So I'm cautioning you then 


to look very carefully at -- it's presumptuous of 


me to caution you, I'm sure you can make these kinds 


of inferences for yourself -- but land ownership is 


one thing that really has to be examined. 


we have to look somewhat 


I think another thing that 


dubiously at is the whole 








concept of money, because if you don't look deeply at 


what that concept is, then somehow there's just two 


views of the world that are coming down in the same 


room, and it's not being 
idea, for instance, that 
can compensate for human 


which disturbs me. 


is run off on a printing 


a social tool as part of 


Philip call it*in -- 


properly reflected. The 
money, paper, green paper 


misery is an ethical question 


But the whole idea -- money 
pxess and is somehow being 
our society. 


M S. THORSON: What does 


MR. DEAN: Yes, a man describe 
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money aS being "white man's medicine." Now that seems | 
a little far out to introduce to a Court, eh? 

M S. THORSON: He wasn't being 

folksey. That was his way of describing what it did, | 


because he describes things by what they do. 





MR. DEAN: But if you read this 


Levi Strauss, anthropologist, you'd start to understan 


that what really operates quite a bit of the time any- 


i 
how is the kinship system. The kinship system is | 
really important to a lot of people and it’s important 
in our society, too, and maybe it's even a tossup | 
which really is a medium of exchange, the method of | 
distributing goods, and the reason I'm saying we 
have to examine the assumptions is because there's : 
always two ways of thinking about these things, and 
I listened to the men come here from the6il companies 
with very liberally and thoughtfully conceived answers, 
but I think they're missing peoples" comprehension. 


So I would urge then as a 


kind of quasi recommendation that there be a real 


effort towards achieving some kind of understanding. 
What does that mean? Does it mean that somebody should 
learn to speak Slavey in an oil company, or a white 
person learn to speak Slavey the way Indian people 


have been taking the time and trouble to learn to 


| 
| 
Speak English? You know -- | 

MS. THORSON: What can we do | 
to set it up so that the white person would have the : 
motivation in order to survive if he had to learn | 


Slavey? That's the way it is with English. I know that 
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v I miss the cultural cues when I go into an Indian 
2 | Situation and I see it happening the other way. How 
a can -- I mean, how can -- there's a charade going | 
4 | on. It all is very mystical like budgets come out | 
| 
5 | of the blue because somebody brought it out and | 




















6 | realized it was an important thing to do, like your | 
7 budget to get people here. That's a pretty mystical : 
3) purpose, suddenly a car arrives and somebody last 
9 | week did drop in and explain what it was all about. 
10 | But it doesn't come because somebody in here said, 
lI "It's important for me to go out and say what I --" | 
| you know like when your dad spoke last night it was | 
13 | because it was important to him. It's his town. 
1a | He has the responsibility to come and try to take eae 
} | 
15 | of his concerns, | 
16 | But how do we make that 
17 | happen? I know there’s an attempt to make it happen, 
18 I mean I've made those kinds of attempts to draw out 
19 | but it’s got to come from here, it can't be making | 
us) it easier facilitating, you know, | 
21) MR. DEAN: You could look at | 
ca it this way, you could understand for instance that 
ail THE COMMISSIONER: Your ee 
25 is Mr. Dean? 
26 | MR, DEAN: Yes, yes. You 
27, could understand, for instance, that here in Hay 
2g! River probably the Indian people are just totally 
29 | superfluous to theprocess of building a pipeline. That 
30 | seems like a harsh thing to say, but you know, if the | 
eee 


: | 
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Indian people all went on strike, would it stop the 
pipeline? Now they have a bit of land now, they 
have a reserve so:‘perhaps people will have to nego- 
tiate with them. The Town of Hay River has really 
steered clear of negotiating with the Indian people 
Over the years. It's taken their money, their money 
has only been symbolic, I'm sure. It wasn't very 
much but man's relation to man has changed. When my 


dad first came here, white people were on the same 


level as Indian people, and there was a kind of mutual 


respect. You couldn't be a policeman unless you res- 
pected Indian people because I mean, you couldn't be 


a nurse, you couldn't be a Hudson's Bay manager, you 


know. You left the community fairly soon if you didn't 


have some kind of basic respect; and there was a 
mutual respect. I think that Stuart Demelt , that's 
the basis for some of his kinds of statements. 

Some of the things he said 
were very true. Some of the things my dad said were 
true; but now society has changed and I think that 
I am a victim of that kind of social economic impact. 
I think my father and my brother are victims of a 
social economic impact insofar as they've been forced 
to mechanize and forced to cope with serving an 
industrial technological society, and I think the 
Indian people have been victims of a technocratic 
society. It treats people as consumers rather than 
producers, so that we all become victims of the pro- 
paganda that comes over T.V. to buy deodorants in 


this country, but we don't have the money, let's say, 











‘yes \won bosl to er Te Lae 
padmapeot: poe . 
yilse1 asd t9vit yeH to awoT of? ,meds ritiw odats 
eiqosg nsibal ofY aviv paldskvopen 3o xeelo bexsete 

| yenom uiett ,ysnom sleds nodet eat Vexssy add sevo 
yaov 3’aesw $I .emue m'I jokfodmye meed yino esi 

ym ned¥ .beonsdo ned nam of noltslex etanm tod fou 
ense st? nO siew slaoesq edidw ,sred emay Jexi? Bab 
‘leysum Zo bold s esw eten3 ban ,elqoed meibnl es Level 
-681 voy saelnv nameniioa 5 ed 2'ailyoo WOY .s9sqest 
sd 3 ablye> voy ,nsem IT esbrsced sigosq nsihal bsdoeq 
yoy \Yepsnam yed a'no2zbul s ed 2*nbivos soy ewten 7) 





‘ 
. 
} 


J’ nbib woy Af dogs yftis? yo inwmmoo oft Jel woY , words 
5 esw overt? bus ;J0aeqesor ofeed to beid amor oeved 
e’sedy , siemtsd ¢xant2 geda Anidd I ,J0eqsex Isusum 
-etns@etsete to ebcixt eid to emoe rot elesd sd? 

bise ed aucing off To amoe 
| @28w bise bab ym epnidt oft Yo gmo2 . ours yiev stew 
| gadg anidt 1 bas bepnsds esd yWelookr won Jud 4 eux2 
| <Iosqut oimorose lstooe io baid jetit to misoiv 6 mp T 
| & %© emidoiv ers xsiaz0x1d ym Bas xoefitst ya Anidds T 
| Beoxot need ov'yeds es isioeni tosqni oimonove Laioos 
. | ne privisee dtiw sqoo o3 hseorct bas exinedoem of 
add Said? 1 bos ,ysotooe Isoipolonsdosy Istageybal 
videxsondoed 6 20 emijoiv need svad slqoeq asibal 
asd tertsx etetieenco as siqgoeq etse1s 41 8. yadeiooe 
he -otq eft to emidollvy smoosd Mis ow sadd of , exesubotg 
''" wz etastobosh yd 02 .V,T 16v0 eemoo Jedd sbnapeg 
yee o’'del ,ysnom end e¥ad 2*nob ew dud ,ytsnvos eds 






AWS IRIEIPIOIR TUNG (eT: 361 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 











on) 


~] 


























E. Dean 
Mes. “NN, "Fnorson 


to buy those things. I mean this is not a convincing 
argument, I realize that; but it's a start in that 
direction. We have to start thinking like that. We 
have to almost think with two minds, 


I think you started off this 


Inquiry asking people what was in their minds. I think 
| 


it's going to be very difficult for you because you're | 


almost going to have to have two minds, and you're 
going to have to wed those two kinds of things. 

I've been doing some writing 
on this whole thing, and if I could I would read from 
some of the things I've written in an attempt to -- 

a lot of this is rhetorical, and I apologize before 
the record. You know, it's simply the inadequacy of 
my means of expression. 

The facts are that since the 
introduction of development in the forms of highways, 
hotels, liquor outlets, the wage economy and welfare, 
subsidized housing and all the other clap-trap of 
white technocratic culture, there's been a change in 
the character of northern sttlements that can be very 
exactly measured in terms of social indicators, such 
as admissions to hospitals for alcohol-related injur- 
ies, people put in jail, or fined for liquor offences, 
the number of suicides. That's a pretty heavy thing 
tro. talk about, ,lsn' tit ,,.dikeaisuicides and thatéis 
what bothers us. We're talking about things that 
people can't express. 

The housing program in the 


north was supposed to be some kind of a solution, I 
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worked on that housing program, I tried to explain it | 
to people. I think we all sort of understood that 
it was a kind of humanistic concern for the housing | 
conditions thateople lived in. There was a lot of 


ignorance, ignorance on my part which I'm going to tell 


\ 
| 
| 
| 





you about. I didn't understand that people were rela- 
tively comfortable living the way they were. I looked 
at the house, and according to my middle class standards, 
that house was inadequate. | 

I think social workers come | 
into the north and they look at people who are living | 
off the land, who are eating an entire moose and they're npt 
eating lettuce, they're not eating California tomatoes , 
and the social worker says, "These people are deprived. 
Give ‘them welfare," 

If you have the resources, 
you could do some follow-up studies on some of the 
families that, say, in 1958 were given welfare, you 
know, and find out where they are now. They're in 
jail, you know. There's a kind of slow rot that sets 
in, youknow, if jail is to be understood as a symptom | 
of some kind of social disaster, eh. | 

M S, THORSON: One thing you | 
really have to respect is how those very people who 
are living on the edge, and in and out of jail, are 
retaining their own way of surviving and are adapting 
to -- like if it takes money to get by, they're you 
know, able to find ways and means with not half the 
sophistocation and education I have of getting it. | 


But it's getting -- their own friends are cutting them 
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1 out because it's not cool to survive that way any 
| 

24 more. You have to get a job so you have a regular 

3) income, It's not’ good enough that when you come to 


| 

4 | somebody's house and you sleep on their floor that you 
| 
| 


make that house a better place to be by your presence, | 





6 | Those people who are attempting to do that are per- 


sonally drying up. They are becoming con and they are 





5 | living off people, and they didn't start out to live 

7 off people. They started out to live with people and 
10 | to share, and something happens in the process and | 
11} they're destroyed. Until we deal with that -- we've | 
Le 7 had some exposure to violence in our lives, and it's | 
13 | gOing, to happen. It's predicted, like I did talk to 

14 | somebody once who was an executive in one of the oil 

15 | companies and we talked about violence, and he said 
16 that that was really one of the -- the only lever 
1? | people had up here was that threat. 
18 | Before we get there, let's 
19 | find some other means, some other ways to get -- like | 
20 | Earl and I don't have control over our life, and if 
211 we haven't got control over our life there's something» 


wrong. I mean I used, you know, I was raised not to 


23] Make mountains out of molehills and to, you know, and move 
24s on quite calmly, and it's getting more and more | 

ae janglely. | 

26 | MR. DEAN: You see, like I | 
27 worked out on this -- they're building a highway at 

28 | Willowlake River, it's north of Simpson, and I worked | 
29 for D.P.W. as a surveyor. I was a chainman -- surveyor '!s 
0 | helper, and quite a few of the people that I worked 





wile yaw aneld- arvana 
skype 6 een voy om dot 266 aves — 
07 sion woy nary saris nytiéme hoop Jom e'31 _.emppms 
soy tei 19012 sist no qseke woy, bao sayor e' ybodemos 
ssQnsesrq twoy yd od of eosiq setted s gavod Jad3 ellen 
. eq 2168 38a ob et paisquatsa 976 odw elqosq esoaT 
9t6 .yods Sra nod paimoosd sas yedtT «qu eatyxb ylienoe 
@¥il of juo t1ate J'abib yards bane ,slqoeg 220 privat 
bits e!qoeq rijiw evil os suo betasve yadT .elqoeq 2 
brs ensoore edt ai 799969 onirdemoa bas , state OF 
ey'ow -- teit diiw iseb ew Lisa. ,bsyousesh ox’ yeas 
e’¢i bae ,aevil wo ai sonsioiv of steeoqxe smog Sed 
ot Alst bib I exif ,betoiborq e'31 .meqqed oF patop 
{io ofld Yo ono ni evisyoexe a6 eew ofw gong yoodemoe 
btse of bas ,soneloiv tuods beAlsd ow Sas eeinegmoo 
tavel yino sig -- oft to ono yllses esw Jedd gens 
.teouds 3sd3 sew sted qu bed siqoeq 

a'tel ,ezeld top sew si0ilsi 
exit -~ Jeep O23 Bysw terse gmoe ,ensom rad20 omoa bai 
ji bes ,Stil tuo zsvo fortaes eved +’ nob I ns lund 
paidzvemos e‘eteds siif two zevo Lozsnos. top 3‘ neved ow 
Of gon beaiss esw I ,woamd voy y bors I asen Il ,.protw 
oon bas ,wond voy ,ot bas ellindeiom to jJuo anistavom stam 
sxom bag ex0m paittep e'ti bas ,ylimiso shéup ao 
. . a yfolpast, 

T edil ,ooe8 wok :MASC .AM 
26. yewdpirl 5 pnibliud sx'yent -~- eid? no jue bedtzow 
Sedzow i bas ,mosemi2 to dizon a'ti ,xevii saslwolliw 
e* toyov we ~~ oeanisdo 6 asw I .zoyevive 6 a6 .W.I,d 202 
Sextow 1 sari eigosg edt to wet a stiup bas ,xeqierd 






ALLWEST REPORTING L.TD. 364 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


ie) 




















E. Dean 
Ms. N. Thorson 


with were from Fort Simpson, they were native people, 
and the pattern there, it cost to live in this camp 
it cost the D.P.W. or the government, it cost $26 per 


man per day just to feed and house people there, 


I think the company that moved 


the camp in there got a contract for something like 


$59,000 or something to set up and take the camp away. | 


There's 100-90 men, let's say, livi 


there, eh, 90 men, and a lot of them are from the 
south, Now they're buggy operators. My dad's a 
contractor. That contractor, too, has problems in 
common with my father. He came up from Fort Nelson 
or something but he brought people he trusted, people 
who had a lot of experience. You know, I think 
Operating a cat is not all as simple as it's cracked 


up to be. If you've got a very expensive piece of 


| 
| 
ng 





machinery you want the best person possible to run that 


cat. But I was really interested while I was there 
just to observe what happened in the infra-structure, 
what happened to the native people in the context of 
that situation, the ways that the contractor circum- 
vented the contract, and we can't be legalistic and 
judicial and legislate all the solutions to these 
problems, This is why I think our approach has some 
relevance here. 

I think the turnover rate 
amongst Indian people is really high there, and why? 
Well, they're in a distinct minority for one thing. 
There's, I think, perhaps at the best times there's 


7 or 8 Indian people there. 
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E. Dean | 
Ms. N. Thorson ! 
} THE COMMISSIONER: This is at | 
2 | the camp? | 
3 ’ A Yes. 
4 Q They had about 100 people. 
5 A 90 to 100, yes. It 
6 | fluctuates, If you come from the south you get flown 
7) out every month and there's a complicated reward | 
8 system where if you gay there 30 days you get a 5% | 
9 increment; if you stay there 60 days you get a 10% 
10 reward for staying. 
11 | M S. THORSON: People who have 
12 | been to jail find it not a lot different from going 
13 | to camp, | 
14 | MR, DEAN: Yes, it's very | 
15 | similar to a correctional camp, and now that the | 
16 | correctional camps have moved in the other direction | 
17 | so thatfeople have day release programs, it's not 
18 | really that much different. You get people off the 
19 | booze, you know, you give them a cot and good meals a 
20 and we had really good meals -- and they perform well. | 
aL People -- if somebody gets all strung out on booze 
22 | and comes out to camp and can hardly see, one guy 
23. wandered into the garage and asked where he was, | 
2 4 | He really didn't know where he was. They piled him on 
25 | a plane. You dry out in camp, eh, and after a while 
6 | you start performing your duties and you make a lot of | 
21 | money -- well, quite a bit of money. Your health | 
28 returns. | 
29 Now back in Simpson your Bice | 
30 or your quasi wife or your children or your -- 
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M S. THORSON: Quasi children. | 





MR. DEAN: -- indeterminate 
children aren't eating at the rate of $26 a day. 

The kind of emotional tension that's built up in the 
course of this kind of self-imposed exile to a jail 
type situation that reminds me a lot of the hostel 

I went is that there's a real strong tendency to 
blow all the money you make in the course of staying 
30 days in this -- now don't get me wrong, there are 
people who are putting their money away, there are 
people who are behaving responsibly, particularly -- 

M S,. THORSON: They're putting 
it away for a farm in the south. 

MR, DEAN: Yes, people from | 
the south sort of appreciate the thing differently 
from a different cultural context. Maybe that's not 
that much different from being out on the trapline, 

I don't know. But women and children used to go out 
on the trapline, it used to be it wasn't something 
that was just almost -- there was no consideration 
for families. I guess that's what I'm beefing about. 
I guess what I'm saying to industry is that if they're 
going to come up here and they're going to talk about 
these garrison towns and all these credible police 
actions and everything else that they're going to 
have to do to keep all this situation within some 
pretty tightly defined limits, I think that an 
enlightened approach by industry would be to somehow 
start coming to terms with some of the social ques- 


tions, of the family questions. 
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The northern rental housing 
program was such an attempt, and you know, some of the 
best devised plans backfire. Like I said, you have 
this sort of impulse to help people benevolently, so 
you lay a lot of money on them. 

Ernest Tituisis, who is an 
Indian spiritual leader, says that to push a lot of 
money on people is not that different than pushing 
a lot of booze on people because it confuses them, 
That seems like -- I don't like to say that, I don't 
know if it's true even; but it starts in that direc- 
tion. 

The housing program, well 
what it did first of all. It started reliance on 
diesel fuel as a means of heating the house, because 
if you had any plumbing in it at all, the house would 
freeze up unless you kept the house heated, so the 
government's responsibility was to provide utilities. 
People weren't paying the rent but the government had 
to keep the houses warm, 

Now because the house was all 
of a sudden automatically warm and you were sort of 


a damn fool if you didn't move into one, you didn't 


“need to go out and cut wood. Right? Now, it used 


to take up three to four hours of your day, perhaps, 
cutting wood in sold weather; see, so you didn’t need, 
that component of your life abruptly disappeared. 

If you didn't need to cut wood, then you didn’t need 
dogs to haul wood, eh, and perhaps you could stop 


fishing because then you wouldn't need to feed the 
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dogs, eh? So the dogs went, and that's another sign 
of a certain life-style. It ends up that you're ina 
warm enclosure and you have absolutely nothing to do. 
There is no meaning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: There is no 
what? 

A There is no meaning. 

M S. N. THORSON: So you make 
brew or you make Kraft dinner. 

MR, DEAN: Yeah. 

M S. N. THORSON: Which you 
can get through one means or another. | 

MR, DEAN: Right. 

Now people are really very -- 
we should never under-estimate them -- are really | 
clever in terms of devising ways of entertaining one | 
another and ways I think that we haven't even dreamed | 
of, you know, in kinds of social skills and social 
sensitivities and so on and so forth. 

So maybe it's not all that 
much of a disaster. Maybe the pattern is that when 
some. of these things come in, when the highway touches), 
when the pipeline touches, there is this kind of 
abrupt change when people are all strung out on atcoho 
for three or four years, and then perhaps they start 
to assimilate. But I would really like to see somebod 
go up to the Alaska Coast where some of this stuff 
has gone on and find out where the people are at 
now, because the people I listened to at conferences 


are saying, "We wish that they'd never discovered oil; 
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l I'll come back around again. 

2 Maybe it doesn't matter what 38,000 people in the 

s) north think because they're not very many people, are 

4 they? Maybe we can conveniently ignore their so- 

a called right to the land. But I personally do not 

6 | want to be associated in any way with any kind of 

7 enterprise or project that does that. 

8 MS, THORSON: Something I 
g wanted to add, because I certainly observed the 

10 phenomenan of going out and making big money, coming 
ll in and blowing it, and I have been, you know, tightly 
We quizzing other people and observing them since then. | 
Lg It seems to be a grand gesture of contempt, the 
14 blowing the money. I mean like it's not -- and I've 
bie watched people learn to be pretty competent at gettin 
16 themoney off the people, the people who live in town 
LZ getting the money off the guys when they come in from 
18 the bush, and yet you can't fault anybody for surviv- 
19 ingin this means but if, you know, I don't know how 
20 you propose, I was trying to convince Earl he should 
aL convince everybody to start building buildings with 
a2 their cheques, you know, apartment buildings. I 
23 don't know, but there's got to be a means that the 
24 people involved work out sorting the problems out. 
20 | I talked to people after 
26 | they've hit their best friend. I've talked to people 
27 after they've bloodied their wife or after they have 
28 bloodied their husband, and it's not, you know -- 
29 but there's no way out and I'm feeling thatfrore and 


30 more and more. 
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MR, DEAN: It makes it very 





hard to live here. It makes it very hard to live here. 
It's so much easier for us to go and live in Vancouver 
because then we can adopt that whole life-style. You 
know, we can get a small apartment, we can amuse 
ourselves, we can find somekind of work, you know. 
But we're not involved in the kind of ethical question 
that we see being acted out here in the north, 

You know, I think -- maybe 
I'm wrong -- but I think that all the oil and gas 
is really to the benefit of the United States, you 
know. I think that the Canadians are probably being 
invaded by the Americans in an economic sense in the 
Same way that the Indians are being invaded by the 
Canadians in the north , you know. 

Now if that money concept, 


that medium of exchange, you know, that symbol of 





whatever it is, personal ability, you know, people 
are going to start measuring each other by how many 
dollars they have and so on and so forth. 

Lptyou Know, L-= 

M SRR THORSON FSI “donet 
apologize for our confusion or our lack of cohesion 
because that's what you should see because what people 
want in this room they just couldn't bring it up here. 

MR. DEAN: Yeah, I think 
that"s*triie;-you know?’ I don’?t know” if ‘theres *much 
more. Well, perhaps -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


Mr. Dean. I was just going to say that our friends 
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who take this down protested to me last night because 
I didn't give them a break. I don't want to stop you 
but I thought we might take a break and have some 
coffee and you could carry on after the coffee break, 
I'm not limiting you at all, but I don't want my own 
staff going on strike here. 

Is there any coffee, Mr. 
Waddell? 

MR. WADDELL: No. 

If you want a break 

THE COMMISSIONER: ' To re- 
organize your thoughts you can have it, but I really 
don't think that you're asking me for that, and I 
quite understand that the viewpoint you're putting 
forward is one that isn't as easy to articulate as 
the one that the oil companies subscribe to, and 
I was sent here to listen to what everybody has to 
say, and so carry on and we've got the afternoon, 

MVS “THORSON? * It "sS4sort 
of what Earl and I are attempting to do a film to 
kinda get at some of these things, and I went to a 
person who is doing an anthropology film and has 
a million dollars to do it, and they're going to do 
it on the Slavey people, I understand, and I said, 
"Well, O.K., you've got a ftve part film, would you 
deal with this for the’ ’frfith- part?" 

And they said it was much 
too difficult to do, and I think it's more important 
to the Slavey people that these things be dealt with 
than the pots of their ancestors and the baskets 


and the very interesting and the very valid things 
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that was being put to, and that's sort of how I feel 

about development in the oil, That sound, 

you know, keeps telling me that this Inquiry is 

reasonable, am that's reasonable, but just because 

we can't lay out an answer how to do it doesn't mean 
y explore 

we shouldn't it, get into it, you know. An old 


man told me it was just a case of when I figured it 


out,I told him how much it was, he incorporated it 





into the budget, write it all down and he'd look 
after it; but I can't give him a monetary figure for 
it. I have a sense of not having said anything and 
talked a Tous 

MR. DEAN: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Dean, 


yau feel free to carry on with what you were reading. 





MR, DEAN: A lot of things 


I've written here, I think it's my perception that 


Indian peop’e have been robbed of their land, that 
the Canadian Government has been in the position of 
selling something that wasn't theirs to sell. 

I don't think there will be 
much agreement in this room about that, though, but 
I don't think anyone in Hay River -- you'll find peopl 
-- anybody much who can see the sense in registering 
that fact any more than anybody can see the sense in 
registering the idea that perhaps thdpipeline shouldn' 
be built. You know, I mean it's pretty obvious to 
everyone that the needs of Empire or whatever is 
going on, are going to be served. 


Then where does that leave me 
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1 Where does that leave you? I think observing people 
2 | around me, I think everybody is trying to work out 
3| a negotiating position, they're crying == I mean that 
4 explains a heck of a lot because, you know, just 
5 about every -- the whole gamut of political opinion, 
6 | every possible reaction will eventually be presented 
7 to this Court that some people will be very enthusias- 
8 tic, very Babbitt, you know, the man -- 
9 | THE COMMISSIONER: Very what? 
10 A Babbittish. 
Dh Q Oh, Babbittish. 
12 | A Angi I can see, I'ma 
13 | bit that way myself, you know. But the other end,’ 
14 | the idealists, the utopians say -- I think some people 
LS will dismiss what I have to say by saying, "Well, he’s| 
16 | utopian, he wants to go back 50 years." I don't want | 
17 | to go back 50 years, because I don't like the concept | 
18 of starving or seeing my kids starve or anything. 
19 I think it would be very sensible to slow things down 
20 and I don't care if it does cost us the pipeline, 
2A. you know. I think it would be really sensible to 
2m Slow it down, put that 1977 business into 1987 or 
oe 1997 or something. 
24) MS. THORSON: 1984, 
25 MR. DEAN: 1984? Yes. Now 
26. another thing. Coer@ prejudice and obscure social 
2a mashionations -- that's the phrase -- have deprived 
ie Indian people of control over social institutions or 
29 even their own lives. Now I'll tell you what that 
30 means to me anyhow. It means that a lot of these 
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things are being approached at two levels. There's 
this sort of verbal analytical reasonable level that 
I'm trying to be fairly competent at, and then there 
is a subterranian level, if you like. It's a sub- 
conscious level, and I read the racist who was 
Speaking last night on two levels -- top level, he's 
got that whole red neck Southern Alabama approach 


to things which, you know, I've been exposed to before), 





and it has a basis and there is a legitimacy there. 
But underneath it there is a kind of fear and it's 
real fear speaking, and it's that fear, the uncertain 
about one's position in society, you know,that's 
going to become more and more apparent. 

I think finally a lot of 
people are not going to reasonably discuss what they 
do. They're just going to go do it and that's where 
alcohol starts to enter the pictur, you see, because 


that's a short cut to that whole business. 





M S. THORSON: This thing 
about fear is that I think maybe if there's anything 
I have a great respect for native people in, is that 
capacity to live with the ambiguity that people of 
my culture have a great deal of difficulty living 
with. I mean, you know, you can call it saturity, 
you can call it having a job, a future, whatever it 
is, whether it's bank balance, whether it's, you know, 

7 -o 1ear 
-- I need that to survive and I'm attempting to live 
without it, which seems to be the only way to survive 
with my integrity in this situation. 


MRe DEANS “Isnt this in 
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l Maintaining one's integrity? I remember one time 

a in the Indian Village that's outside of Yellowknife 

3 I had some errand:to go to the chief's house. I went 

4 in there and there were 30 men in a very small room, 

5 and I don't understand Dogwood, but you know, it 

6 | could have been the United Nations, there's a lot of | 

+ | dignity, there was a lot of mutual respect and they | 

8 were talking about something that was important to 

9 them because all of a sudden I found myself a very 

10 small person in the corner of the room, 

R? Now those same people stand- 
12 | ing in the lobby of thehotel wondering what's going 
13 | on become social refuse, people come in from outside 
14| ' and look at them and say, "Well, they're bar flies," 
Ls and they haven't been drinking, you know, and it's | 
IG | this whole two realities, two world views. 
is M S,. THORSON: We need that, | 
13 it's the thing that they have. Like we're exporting | 
ie oil and we're tromping all over the thing that 
4 Canadians need, and in effect it's that capacity to 
ar survive with this kind of ambiguity because when you 
Y get your oil line down and you draw the oil out of 
" the gmind, then what are you going to do? You're 
Ay going to be exactly where the Indian is now. So if 
al we could just kind of learn what he's got to offer 
ae now we might be better prepared, there's a future 
ws shockage. If we're living with it every -- 
oat MR, DEAN: Future Shock. 





That's a very useful concept for this Court. 


Desire for goods and services 
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is created in a commercial and consuming society that 
an Indian person is the victim of rather than partici- 
pant to. Now if you think I, you know, like I think 
that's an important thing to say, but as an observer 
of Indian people, eh? I'm not trying to plead the 
Indian's case, but I suppose that I've been associated 
with enough Indian people that I feel more -- I feel 
more community there than I feel with oil ommpanies, 
fordnstance, you know. So that accounts for why I'm 
saying that kind of thing. 

I'm sure that when you go 
to the Indian Village people are much more eloquently 
and simply and economically are going to express some 
of the same kinds of things, because I've listened 
to some of these speakers and they're really -- they, 
you know, they see what's going on. It's surprising, 
you know, but everybody is intelligent. Everybody 
is intelligent, everybody looks, they see, you low. 
Things are perceived at two levels. There is the 
verbal level where perhaps I'm making sense, perhaps 
I'm not. Then there is almost a physical level, am 
I nervous? Am I certain of what I'm saying? 

Indian people have been 
reading white people for a long time, you know, They 
more interested in interpreting what people do rather 
ttan what they say because what we say doesn't always 
square with what we do. People are remarkably honest. 
Sure, everybody's in jail. One of the reasons they're 
in jail is they're too damned honest, you know. 


So there's that kind of 







































Bie 


~totdseq-abds seddax 20 
Aakte % CALL (Wont voy VT | | 
Sierrenio we ee tise! aa sented 
oft deeig ov priyss sod a’? tee eigoey netsaT to 
pPadstsseee mond sv*T seit eeoagN 1 gud y8eso a5 tbat 
(aise cr -- onom feet 1 gedy efqooq nalbn-Gipwone Tiv 
| .aeimnamen Rio d¥iw L508 1 neds ‘eed! yiinmmmbS “exon 
| mT: yiw so} etoueoss tefd 68 .wond woy ssandemao 
| contd: to bats Seng paige 
. op voy osiw dads .euss m1 
| yienéupelo axon foum sts efqeeq opplliV ns ibal efd OF 
| ofio2 zestgxs of pion eas Ylfispknonooe Sas Yiqniie bre 


Re > on tS ae — = 


Honeteaifl ev'T svvanced ,apnict to sbhakd euse° ede Fo 
yer? -- vliser or yodd Ste mtedeoqs overtd Do emoa oS 

| ,puisizqive e'st .a0 piitop e'4ntiw see yers yword gov 
Yhodysevd .tneptifesai ei ybodyreve judd ,wond voy 

| »~wadvoy ,eee yeasts ,ed00l ybodyzeve ddopiilesai ei 
| sij ei oxed? ,efevsl ows Je vavieesan oxs epnidr 
| eesizes ,genee poeidtsn m'T egedted siatw level Ladzer 
} ms ,fovel Lsoxeqita 5 s0emfe ai otett mea? .9on wt 
| fopivse ma tedw to aissxes I mA Savovren I 
| feed oved ofqoeq mnnibal sa 
Yea? .word Voy emis prof 5 xo? elqosg 9% 
Tenis: ob elqoag tenw pnizerquetni ai S 
| pYeuis 2'nesch Yee Sw Séuw seveded Yas yer Snlw ant 
| deenor yidstzemer sre efgoet Sol we halt -a3hee gaaeege 
63" youtd edousex oi} Bo ond sist at e'ybodyreve ysape 
OHA HOY ,HhOAOR Renneh' cos ox" yeild wd — 
of 
















ALLWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 377 


2) 


30 

















E. Dean 
Mest N.* Thorson 


different perception of social situations, and there 
is also a knd of instantaneous communication system, 
Now if that seems a little mystical to you, it's 
quite simply explained because if I talk to somebody 
here and he reads me for what I am, and then I go 

to Inuvik and the guy reads me for what I am. The 


conversation seems to be the same to me, and I say, 





"Well, how did he know what that guy down in Hay 
River knew?" Because there is this kind of ability 
to perceive, and it's part of the culture, it's some- 
thing that the people haven't lost yet. 

M S. THORSON: And it's that 
kind of deep knowing that I am learning as a southerne 
up here, that means that I don't have to secure my 
future in the way that the friends that I went to 
university are who have, you know, made it as 
journalists or lawyers or whatever it was that we were 
pursuing at that time. We requre and come up and 
say, "I don't understand how you can do it," and it 
isn't anything you can understand, You just do it. 
But it's becoming -- it seems like I'm learning an 
ancient skill, you know. I can see the need for it, 

I can see the need for it in our society, and the 
greater the need comes, the less people are able to 
Gouri ts I don't know how you can make a pipeline 

do that. Maybe you should just deal with how deep 
and how wide, you know, but I've gota child here, you 
know, when Mrs. Wright talks about the way things 
were, I wonder whether you really look -- can you 


dare look at the way things are now? Are they 
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changed? I mean this lady here, you know, sort of 

is mothering half of the Old Town in little houses, 
you know, lets the rent slide because it's a bad 
month this month and that kind of thing. So maybe 
she just sees what she sees from her world, but her 
world -- there aren't many people around like Mrs, 
Wright, and I question if what she sees is really 
where it's at because it's just in her world, It 

may not be outside of it still any more. I'm not 
questioning the things she said last night. People 
who have been here a long time are still seeing, be- 
cause I wouldn't want to see what's going on either, 
any clearer than, you know, Earl's dad sees them, 

MR. DEAN: You know,the 
prospect of what condition could you conceivably 
put on the development, you know. Fishermen are 
important because there's a clear example where a 
livelihood is being threatened, Even with trappers, 
you know, you get all sorts of stories. Some people 
say that people aren't trapping any more and so on 
and so forth. 

One thing that the trapper, 
the fishermen and the small business men have in com- 
mon is a kind of desire for -- it's not autonomy exac- 
tly, people are very social beings, but they want to 
be their own boss. Is that a reasonable concept? 

I think that when big pro- 
grams come in from the south, any sense of being one's 
own boss gets swept away. So how could you legislate 


something so that thefeople could be their own boss, 
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to maintain their integrity? Perhaps that's impos- 
Sible. Perhaps -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Mr. Dean, but I think we will stop now for five or 
ten minutes for coffee, but you will still have the 
floor when we resume, and you can carry on then, 


There's coffee here, | 





(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FEW MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll call 
our meeting to order again, Mr. Dean. 

M S. THORSON: I think we 
don't have anything more to say but we're willing to 
tell you anything if you think there's anything you 
would like to ask us. There's sort of nothing reserved| 

There's something here I 
could read. I haven't looked at it for about four 


remember 
months and I don't / what it was, but I remember 





when Earl wrote it. 


We've got two problems, one 
ddlemma 

is the existential/ to one, and the other is the 
Liberal dilemma, this one is in relation to the lattenx. 
bem cit sum up, I think, what we're saying. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

M S. THORSON: My hypothesis 
is that there is a war going on between two systems 
in the north. To avoid being a racist I will describe 
them as the habitants and the invaders. Because the 
war is psychological in nature, it helps if its 


participants are consciously non-aware of its 
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l existence. In war time, helping the enemy demands 
2 | strong social sanction and I believe the person that 
3 we are diacussing in this article experienced the 
4 full. beneri.t of that. At the heart of the liberal dil 
Z is the paradox, One must help that other, even when 
é he does not want to be helped, one must never help the 
7 | other particularly when he wants to be helped. 
3 This is a very thin line to wal 
9 and the department that we're discussing has essentiall 
10 walked it for a long time, Before you dismiss the 
Th idea as being as absurd as it truly is, consider the 
12 statistics, no one else can provide a satisfactory 
ig! explanation for them or any real hope that things 
14 will be different next year. 
oe MR. DEAN: This is what the | 
ne | hypothesis is, that there's a psychological kind of | 
17 | war going on. It's a mental war. It's not a military | 
a) war. We understand that the Department of Defence 
19 is practicing gorilla exercises It's fantastic, you 
20 know. We look at different military, different police 
ai actions. The R.C.M.P. are puzzled, you Know, they're 
oy, puzzled about how to behave in the smaller settlements 
O8 because, you know, they're human beings, you know, 
24 they bok at the people they're putting into jail, 
253 | theyre dealing with family situations, they have to 
26. maintain their objectivity, they have to deal with 
. the situation and they don't understand the situation |, 
Sea you know, and so when you contemplate the kind of socia 
29 order that's going to obtain in this country in ten 
30 years even, what are we going to have? Are we going 
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i to hire a bunch of Indian people to more or less be 
ee custodians of the Indian people that can't make it 
P in the white man's terms? 
i MS. THORSON: Perhaps you 
5 could recommend to the development interests who are 
6 | going to put through the pipeline that every morning 
7 they just sort of think about, "Maybe if I haven't | 
8 got a ready answer I'll go out and look for it instead 
9 of securing up behind my own blind ignorance," 
10 You know, if they just are a 
~- little more -- you know, if you could somehow get 
12 them, because they're the only people that can change, 
13 You know, the development is going to go ahead, the 
14 ; pipeline is more than likely going to go ahead; but 
15 if those people could live a little better with the 
a | uncertainty and not have to hang so tightly to the 
17 formula, maybe we could get shape, maybe life would be! 
18 a little easier. 
19 MR, DEAN: O.K., we'll wind 
20 this up. What I want to seriously propose, I doubt 
21 that it will be accepted but I would like to see 
22 every white person that came into the north have the 
23 opportunity to sign a statement which says this: 
24 | "J am knowingly and willingly participating 
25 | in the destruction of a way of life and caus- 
26 ing untold misery to thousands of people." 
= Now if a person refused to 
= sign that statement, if they were really convinced 
oe! in their own conscience that -- I mean if they were 
30 


so blind that they couldn't see what they were 
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doing so they would refuse to sign that, I think that 


l 
would at least be a starting point, because all our 
ideas, they slide, you know, they change. It's like a 
quicksand, you know. 

THORSON: Can the Inquiry 
provide a conscience? An on-going conscience for the 
development rather than, you know -- right now I 
mean how can you provide that? I know you can't 
legislate it but how can you provide the conscience 
that you're providing now, which is holding things 
up? To sort of ensure things as it goes on, 

MR, DEAN: Most socio-economic 
models conveniently ignore the essence of politics 
so that for a brief moment the individual can maintain 
the illusion that he really knows what's going on, 


where events are going, or where they should be. The 


truth is, as we see it anyhow, that there is an 





element of will, of negotiation in every situation. 
The authority and responsibility of people who, of 
judges, of executives in oil companies, follow from 
this, and it is only now necessary to ask some 
practical, moral questions about how this will is 
being exercised here, and I know that's hopelessly 
general, I apologize for the generality of it all, 
I apologize for the philosophical nature of this 
discussion, but you know,that's where we're at. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 
thank you very much, Mr. and Mrs. Dean, for that 
most thoughtful and thought-provoking presentation. 


MS. THORSON: Mr. Dean and 
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Ms. N, Thorson 

D. Tetrault 

Ms. Thorson, 
THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry. 
(WITNESSES ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
anyway. 

DONALD TETRAULT, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Mr, Chairman, 
my name is Don Tetrault and with all due respect to 
Mr. Dean, I feel somewhat like a heavy in this mdo- 
drama of following the philosophies of Levi Strauss 
with that of Adam Smith. However, I have to deal 
with the day to day problems that a local business 
man has with regards to meeting the daily payrolls 
and providing work for the 30 or 40 people that we may 
be employing. 

Yesterday you were kind 
enough to allow me to elaborate on some of the pro- 
blems that our company and other small companies were 
faced with in the north now, and some of the problems 
we may be faced with in the event of a pipeline, or | 
in the event that the pipeline does not go through, 

Now since yesterday I've had 
an opportunity to discuss more fully with some of the 
local business men parts of the discussion that I 
raised yesterday, and others have raised since then. 
I would only take a few moments of your time to 
elaborate somewhat on some of the points; but to 
recommend specifically four or five recommendations 
for your consideration. 


First of 211, Mr. pean. SY. , 


| 
| 





| 








ae . roe 
| Loan 7 if | 
WPA pte Set eal ey Yi 
ie a 
| : ' i 
j ~  Seewwees SSUES Oe Bay hac $ Balan 
|) qiaertied> . it :2emeriw Sey es 
| 08 Seeqnox cub’ Lhe sind Bee stusater on si omnes 
Po olen cidt ni yonge 5 Soke sedwanoe Leet Tamed. «3M 
| @avers2 Ival to esingeseling sid padwol lot to Bmax 
. [seb of eved T ,xevewoh ,Miim2 mabA to tsd3 dptw 
| ecentend [sool 6 teas amaldorq ysb o¢ yab sit d3iw 
; 



























, & 















eiloryaAd ylieb sit poitsem of sbrepex dtiw ead oem 
Veor ow tent elgosq Gb 20 0E ene x02 axow pathivoss. bas 
-paiyolqme od 

bait oyow voy yshtetue¥ | 

-otq¢ sft to anoe ao ssaiedsie of om wolls oF fipvone 

| gasw zoinsemos Lisme yedto bias yosqmoo ug0 t5n3 ematd 
| amgidexg 269 to emoa bas ,won sxom edd a dokw boost 
70. ,Snilegiq 5 Jo tasve edt ai ddiw hess? od yam reid 
-Apuords op Jon esob amileqiq odd sted jneve edd nt 
ban ev'I yebvodeey svate wor —_— 
es 20 amce dtiw yllut sien sevoeih of Y3Larstoqqo 1s 
i gent nokeauveth oft to etusy asm nnent nas See 
‘feds eonia beeisy eves exsdto bas ¥shieseoy Boriss 
OF sult woy 20 aiaemam wet 6 ols ylno bivow T 

G2 tec ;e@tniog ef? Io pmoe no Jadweawe stei0odsle 

eno tabnesmones evi 30 aug’ yitevitioage bremmaoes 

: REE 

| vane B00 an ase ip. vee 





: eee oA ee 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. 384 | 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 


~ 














De Tetrault 


that is, mentioned thefroblems of bonding and small 





companies obtaining bonds in the north. He was right 
when he said that he had only received a bond a few 
weeks ago, and it was a milestone because it was the | 
first bond ever issued to a construction company in 
the Northwest Territories. 


THE COMMISSIONER: The first 





time a construction company north of 60 had been 
bonded? 

A That is a bond to a 
standard required by the government. Now the govern- 
ment would require a minimum bonding of 100,000 or 
150,000, and the maximum bonding that a local con- 
structor may obtain would only be 15 to 20 or 25,000; 
however, most of the bonding requirements, Mr. Dean, 
as I say, started it out by obtaining one but -- 


Q You didn't give me the 





amount of the bond. What was the amount of the bond, 
do you know? 

A Novel donuts yl only 
have to assume it was in excess or it was up to the 
standards that were required by government, normally 
al00 or 125,000 bond. Now these bonds are required 
by local business men, either a bid bond or a perfor- 
mance bond, and it is upon the contractor of the 
business man to obtain this bond because of the 
regulations stipulated by the government. So the 
business man goes to a bonding company and applies 
for a bond, and the bonding company will say, "Yes, 


we agree that the government requires a bond, and 
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we will issue a bond. However, you must guarantee 





the face value of that bond, a personal guarantee, 
like an 1.0.U. In’ the event that there is a call bed 
the bond, we will in fact. pay the bond, but in turn 
we will sue you." 

I have been faced personally, 
or the company has been faced with this same require- 


ment whereby the bonding company will issue a bond 





to the government for our company, but in fact our 
company or four or five of the major shareholders has 
to personally guarantee each one for face value or 
the total face value of that bond. 

So I would recommend for 
your consideration that the mechanism be established 
in the Northwest Territories for bonding either through 
the Territorial Government or through a bonding company 
brought into the Territories to deal with the local | 
business man's requirements, This is not all that 
far-fetched, Mr. Chairman, because there are two 
provinces now -- and I hate to admit it, being a 
staunch Conservative-- and that is British Columbia 
and Saskatchewan, that issue bonds, and these are the 
only places where we can obtain bonds at this date. 

So we are hoping that the 
mechanism will be instigated to provide bonding for 
the local business men, 

Q Excuse me. I didn't ! 
quite follow it. What is it that they do in B.C. and 
Saskatchewan that you want them to do here? 


A The Governments of 
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l Saskatchewan and British Columbia have set up a 
> bonding system for small business men, where that 
2 government themselves, almost like an insurance compan 
4 -~ the B.C. Insurance -- they themselves will take on 
S the responsibility of issuing bonds for small business 
a men, and I say "small" when in actual fact the 
| small business man today was at one time thought of | 
8 aS 15 or $20,000; small businessmen today are looking 
9 for bonding up to a quarter of a million dollars or 
10 more. They say that it can't be done in the North- 
pea west Territories because we do not have provincial 
12 status, we are neither fish nor fowl. Federal 
13 Governments don't issue bonds because they are the 
12 ones that are requiring the bonds. 
Ls Q They are letting the | 
16 contract but so far as this would apply to the | 
ey, pipeline project, if it went ahead, contracts would | 
13 presumably be let by the pipeline company or their | 
19 prime contractors, and sub-contractors. You're suggest 
20 ing the bonding system provided by the Territorial 
eal Government. 
ae. A To those small business 
53 men with bid bonding or -- 
24 Q On contracts*let by 
25 the prime contractor or sub-contractors on the pipeline. 
a A That's right, because 
va, many Of the contracts that will be issued to the 
28 major construction companies will be coming in here an 
29 utilizing the services of the small business men, and 


30 the small business men will have to submit or put up 
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performance bonds as a sub-contractor, and it is very 
unlikely that the major construction companies or the 
major firms from outside will come in here and allow 
us to bid on sub-contract work and use them as the 
financial guarantees to back our work. I doubt that 
that will happen. 

The next item I would like to 
bring up is the availability of loans to the small 
business men in the Northwest Territories. Presently 
they are limited to $50,000, and you have seen yorrself 
this morning, in your opening remarks you stated that 
you had the opportunity to visit the West Channel. 

Mr. Gill is a prime example d@& what will happen to 
many small business men in the event that the pipelin 
goes through, Mr. Gill is in the position where he 

has been involved for the last two or three years in 


construction of barges and floating material of large | 





value, a million dollars and more, and Mr. Gill and 
many of his fellow business men will be faced with 
theproblems that Mr. Gill has had. Because of the 
limitations of the amount of money that can be 
borrowed in the small business loan, limited at 50,000 
when you walk egpoard that barge this morning the 
equipment that was necessary to put that barge togethe 
this spring, four pieces of equipment alone, t 

large crane, two front end loaders, total value of 
this crane was in excess of a quarter of a million 
dollars. 


Now Mr. Gill and other 


business men will be faced with the problem where thei 
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of business can grow that fast over-night. The bureau- 
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financial reports of previous years will show that 
as a small business man he may have grossed 20, 30, or 
$40,000. He has suddenly handled a contract to per- 
forma piece of work that will be in the value would 
be estimated at six to $700,000. He then must go to 
a bank and say, "Now look, here is my financial report 
that shows I grossed $30,000 last year. Will you 
please lend me $300,000 so I can buy some equipment 
to build a barge that's going to take two months, but 
I don't want to pay for the equipment except over a 
five-year period?" 

Obviously the banker throws 


him out on his ear because it's ludicrous, no manner 


cratic red tape in Yellowknife is such that if he 
had submitted an application it wuld be six months 


before he would get a reply to his letter, am another 





eight months in having it go through the mill, and 
then he may be rejected on the basis that the contract 
19 ROC ait chat secure, 

Meanwhile the barge has been 
built and has sailed to the Western Arctic, 

So that leaves him in the 
position that he has to go south to someone that 
understands his industry and his problem, am these 
would be lending institutions, and I will mention one 
but there are many others and I'm sure that you under- 
stand that I don't know them all. I.A.C., and I'm 
not saying that this was the one, but this is the type 


of people you have to go and borrow your money from, 
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So you pick up a telephone 
and you phone the chap down south and you say, "I've 
just got a $600,000 contract, I need $300,000 worth 
of equipment, and I've just signed the contract ths 
Friday afternoon and construction starts Monday." 

Now in industry, you have 
to move fast if you're going to fill these contracts, 


A man gets on an airplane, he flies to Hay River, 





he goes through the contract on a Saturday morning, 
he flies out, the equipment is leaving Edmonton 
heading for Hay River Monday morning. Instead of 
paying 11% or 12% on a small business loan from 
I.D.B., he pays anywhere up to 18% for that same 
money. 

Now I could go on forever on 


this but I would suggest to you, sir, that in the 





event that the pipeline goes through, that the small | 
business men's loan be increased and it be increased 
to a realistic value. $50,000 may be all right for 

a gentleman that wants to open up a grocery store or 

a small motel, but when you're talking in terms of 
5,000 pieces of mobile equipment that has to go 

down that river, 600 and some-odd tons of freight 
every year for a couple of years, we're talking masses 
of amount of money. So the small business loan in 

the Northwest Territories has to be increased if the 
Territorial Government is to be of any assistance to 
the business men in the Northwest Territories, to get 
involved in the large work force that will come 


through here. 
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Two other items, sir, and 
I'll leave it at that. 

I think that we in the North- 
west Territories can learn much from the mistakes and 
the hardships that are being experienced in Alaska 
presently in the construction of their pipeline. 

The work force that is made up in the Northwest 
Territories made only totally,of available men, that 
is, optimistically may amount to 10,000 out of 43,000 
population that's here. I say "optimistically". 

Maybe only 1,000 of those 
people eventually get to partake in the construction 
of the pipeline, But they will be going to work for 
southern construction companies who by the very nature 
of their size are unionized. Now when they come in 
here to do a job the union contract will state that 
union membership only will be employed on a particular 
project, It's been my personal experience and the 
experience of other business men in the Northwest 
Territories that the union besides the company, has 
to make some concessions to people in the Northwest 
Territories. For the unions are going to come in 
here to complete a job and they are going to insist 
that the local people join the union, and they're 
going to be asked to pay initiation dues, and if 
Alaska is any -- if the experiences in Alaska are 
any indication where the normal dues or initial 
fees would be $200 or $250, the initiation fee to 
join the same union on a pipeline have been doubled 


and tripled. In many instances, when the union comes 
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y in here to do a particular job, and it may be stipulated 
a that X number of their personnel have to be local 
3 residents, they will take on the|local residents, 
4 charge them two and three times the initiation fee, 
a and give them what is called in union ranks,a permit. 
6 | Now if they stay in the union 
7 X number of months, they can re-apply for a book or 
8 full membership. Now they pay theirdues and they pay 
9 their large initiation fee, and they are given a 
10 permit rather than a book. Now when the construction 
sb) is over and many of these men in the north have learne 
13 trades on the pipeline, and they think, "Well now, 
3 maybe I should follow the aie and go south." 
14 |; They go to the union office, 
iS hiring office in Edmonton or Calgary to apply fora 
16 job based on their experiences on the pipeline in 
L7 the Mackenzie Valley, and they're told by the union, | 
18 "We can't give you a job. You're only a permit holder, 
19 | you have to be a full book member," and the hiring 
20 practices offmany of these construction companies are 
Z. such that unless you're a fully paid up member, you 
a2 will not be allowed to go to work. 
23 So I would ask,again I haven' 
24 all the answers and I'm sure that no one else has 
aD either, but there should be some way imposed upon 
26 | these unions to take on the local members without 
ed charging them an exhorbitant fee to join the union and 
28 that provisions should be made for those employees that 
eo do pay large initiation fees, that they be given 


30 full union membership and not permits, and that joinin 
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1 the union in Northwest Territories will allow them 
2 to transfer to other areas of the country if they 
3 so wish to follow: the construction boom. 
4 And last but not least, 
5 the licencing again, because I'm involved in the marin 
6 | transportation, I am somewhat concerned that the pilot 
7 || that have been sailing on these ships for so many 
8 years are dying off, and they're dying off because 
9 of the restrictions that have been placed on these 
10 men because of their limited education, formal educa- 
LE tion, because of their inability to meet certain 
2 Ministry of Transport standards with respect to the 
13 licencing of masters and mates. 
14 I would suggest to you, sir, 
4&5 that the Ministry of Transport be approached with the 
16 idea of issuing what is known as a Sailing master's 
ty i certificate very similar to what they have instigated 
18 On the Great Lakes and in the Seaway where by local 
49 people with local knowledge, local training are able 
20 to take full command and full responsibility of a 
21 ship based on their particular talents in that field, 
22 or that area, 
a3 It seems sort of ludicrous, 
24 sir, that men that are born and raised in this country 
25 | and know that river like the backs of their hands, 
26 | are unable to be given the opportunity to take 
27 command of these vessels. When I first started here 
28 16 years ago I came from a part of the country in the 
29 Pacific West Coast, where our ships normally were 


30 100 to 150 feet long and powered by about 1,500 horses|, 
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5 and we were carrying maybe three barges at the end 
2 of a two or 3,000-foot tow line and that, when we 
7s got into less than 25 fathom of water, we hit panic 
4 station because no ship was supposedly to run in the 
S Shallow water. We were brought up in this country, 
6 | today we are given 180-foot ships, 5,000 horsepower, 
| you can envision barge trains going down this river 
8 each barge 200 feet long, 50 feet wide, 16 barges to 
9 a train, four wide, four long, that's 800 feet long 
10 in barges alone, and 180 feet for a tug, that's 
ek 980 feet, that's the size of super tankers right now 
12 approaching the East Coast of Halifax and going into 
bs Vancouver and Seattle. These men have the ability 
14 to walk aboard these ships, that size of ship, no 
VS formal training other than their local knowledge to 
LG navigate 1,200 miles of a river that even Mackenzie 
Ne himself, when paddling down the river, said it was 
18 very serpentine. 
Le Now in a canoe if he thinks 
20 it's serpentine, how the hell would he feel with 
oi 1,000 feet of barge strung out in front of him? 
22 Now these men have a talent 
23 that is unique, without any formal education, without 
24 the ability to read many of the instruments, sophis- 
25 | tocated instruments that are in the wheel-house, are 
26 able to move 12-13-14,000 tons of shipping down that 
od river continuously, fog, rain, smow, you name it, 
28 they're still going. It's a unique ability. 
29 Addwitotthatt theefacththat 


30 these barges are loaded to 5% feet depth. Going down- 
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1 river they will cruise 15 or 16 knots, and some damn 

2 fool will stand out on the bow of that barge with a 

3 16-foot pole and he'll put it down in the water and 
4 holler out, " Lotsof water," and I, if I was a green- 
5 horn, would say, "What does hemean by lOtS of water?" 
6 | Well, he says, "There's six 
7) feet," that maans there's six inches of water between | 
8 | him and the bottom, and this guy is going down-river 

9 at 15 knows with 12,000 tons, and he's never been, 

10 never sailed, never seen salt water. He has that 

any ability. To take that ability away from him, to 

2 restrict his ability simply because of a lack of 

LS formal education or to meet standards to take a ship 

14 into Liverpool or Halifax is ludicrous, because the 

15 || Ministry of Transport regulations state that if 

16 | you're going to be a master mariner even on the 

17 || inland waters, you've got to be capable of taking 

18 the "Queen Elizabeth" into the English Channel. 

19 | Now there is no way that 

20 the skipper on the "Q-E.II" can come over here and 

JAN take the "Kelly Haul" down-river with 12,000 tons like 

22 any of the Indians and trappers that can here. But 

28 neither can these local trappers take the "Q.E.II" 

a6 into Liverpool. Two different environments. Both 

25 | men equally talented, but in different spheres, I 

26 | think that we are creating a hardship to these 

| people and I think that the marine industry, whether 
28 | the pipeline goes through or not, all of us will still 
a3) be here after the pipeline, whether it goes through 

30 or not, we'll still be here. The communities still 
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have to have food, they still have to have oil, and 
all the things that we're Supplying. These ships 

will still be going up and down that river. These 

men should still continue the long tradition. The 

old stern-wheelers sailed up and down this river with 
native pilots and they're a dying breed, simply becaus 
of bureaucratic red tape, certainly not because of 
their ability. Thank you, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, Mr. Tetrault, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. COMMISSIONER: Mr. Weick, 
of the Inquiry staff, will be following up all of 
those recommendations of Mr, Tetrault, that is getting 
in touch with some of the agencies concerned to see 


if they can be further developed along thelines you 


suggested, Then they can be presented, if the 
Inquiry staff has got them in Shape, through Commis- 
Sion counsel at the formal hearings in Yellowknife 
and everybody else can have a crack at them, and then 
we can decide whether we can adopt them. 

I wonder, Mr. Graves, I 
think that you were going over some of your figures, 
If you want to have another shot at this you're 


certainly welcome, if you feel up to it now, 


RUFUS B. GRAVES, resumed: 
THE WITNESS: I don't want 
to take too much of your time. I promise to be short. 


THE COMMISSIONER: No, no, take 
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your time. I'm very interested in what you're -- 


A I hardly ever hear those 
words. 
(LAUGHTER) 
Q You don't mean that. 
A The comparative study 


itself is very slight, based on the apprenticeship 
program I'd like to clarify some of the information 
that I brought this morning or thisAfternoon earlier. 

For example, for apprentice- 
ships alone, in1970 we had five people from Hay 
River-~Enterprise registered under the apprenticeship 
program, in this area. 

Today: in 1975 up to April 
lst we have 76. Last year we had 62, and we're now 
up to 76, and the 62 figure was for the total year. 
But 76 is the number up to from December 3lst to | 
Arie ls€y, SO you can see the tremendous amount of 
growth there, 

At present we have Pine 
Point with 47 in '74 in apprentices, and in '75 
there still is 47, but that's just this four or 
five-month period, SO you can see their growth will 
change. 

We have had a very steady 
growth, for example Pine Point in 1970, 15 apprentices 
and it’s up to 47 today and still growing very rapidly). 

The trades qualifications 
which we went over, and that is that persons who are 


writing the examinations, the total number for the 
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Territories were 204, and the total number of examina- 
tions that we have given for Fort Smith, Hay River, 
Pine Point is 146, that's out of the total Territorial 
number of 204 applications for trade qualification 
examinations. 

So our work with the appren- 
ticeship program for apprentices and for the trades 
qualifications involves dealing with something like 
299 individuals, you know, in one phase or another, 
and it's grown tremendously. From 1970, dealing with 
63 people, we now deal with 299, so you can see the 
growth rate just in that 4-year period. 

So I hope thatkind of clari- 
Fies it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. | 

A So in the study that 
we made, which is dated May 8, '74, this is a report 


on the Hay River area and it encompasses continuous 





special education, apprenticeship and trade qualifica- 
tions, adult education and in-community programs. We 
of course could go through a lot of statistical data 
here but it does bear out evidence of the fantastic 
growth that has taken place just in so short a period 
offime,and faced with the impact of a quick, say one- 
year get-ready, set, go, then we're going to be in 
pretty tough circumstances. 

The projections that we made 
we went through a lot of the programs, a lot of things 
that we're developing here or are anticipated. For 


example, for your information and to go through -- and 
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R.B. Graves 


I don't know if anyone has bwught this up, but the 
activities known or planned in Hay River in 1974, and 
most people will recognize these are a reality today. 
This is kind of Chamber of Commerce Stuff, deviating 
a little bit from it, but as a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce maybe it's O.K, 
The Northwest Transport built 
a new warehouse and trucking facility. The Kiwanis 
are working on various plans for recreational activi- 
ties and support different interests throughout the 
community.N.T.C.L. is involved in a $10 million 
expansion program. It's quite evident for those of 
us who have been here just in the short time I have 
Seen the tremendous development that has taken place 
abiN aT eC xL¢ Two new service stations, two new 
restaurants, a correctional institute, we were blessed | 
with that last year; a professional building -- 
Q How many people are 
employed there? 
A Is there anyone here 
from the Correctional Institution? 
Q Just a rough -- 
A Roughly I'd say ten. 
I don't know just exactly what, I'm just looking at it 
quickly what they have, 
The Professional Building, 
of course , was built and there's four new stores on 
the main floor of it, this is just in the one year. 
Eight to ten new stores on the main floor of the new 


high rise is projected but it hasn't become a reality, 
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R.B. Graves 


but the high rise is here, Dominion Bridge, of 


course, has moved in. They built about 40 barges, 





I guess. This is-what we gathered in information. 
Of course some of it may be inaccurate, but N.T.C.L., 
Gordon Gill of course is constructing a large number 
of barges in addition to that’, 

There is a large addition to 
H.H,. Williams Hospital, which I told you is a 22-bed 
hospital, but it must go up to 64. You may not be 
aware but the only hospital to serve the area -- and 
I'm going for Fort Providence, Pine Point and Fort 
Resolution -- the only hospital to serve the needs, 
the medical needs of persons for hospitalization is 
right here in Hay River, and with 22 beds already and 
with six to 8,000 people you've got to be kidding. | 
So the addition they are now trying to get this in 


progress, 





One thing of interest is 
NeiwCsL.its bringingitnaor hastalready doneuso ,wan 
I.B.M. computer which will be available for local 
time rental, so there is this new business. Of course|, 
there's re-location to stores, and it goes on and 
on, for the various services, and when we were com- 
piling the materials for this we had to anticipate 
what the growth rate and how to go about planning. 
So in this material it's there. For example, the 
birth rates -- just another little thing for you 
here -- the birth rate in 1969 there was a total of 60), 
in 1973 there were 94 children born -- 


Q In that hospital? 
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R.B. Graves 


A Yes. Maybe not all of 
them are delivered there, but in '74 -- 


This is for the region? 


A That's just for the 
Town of Hay River. 

Q Just Hay River? 

A The Town of Hay River. 


You see, a lot of people from Pine Point and Providenc 
and places come into the hospital here, so you're 
looking, you'd have to compile a lot of other figures 
with Wilt J 

Q But this is just Hay 
River. 

A This is just the Hay 
River requirement, yes. So it goes on and on, and 
the point of the matter is that we, just in normal 
circumstances of growth here in Hay River, we are 
having, you know, we are really having a time keeping 
up with it. So the impact that isuch aeventure’ would 
have is kind of -- this thing will be probably about 
four times thicker than this by the time we get 
through with it, just in one year. 

So I hope that did help you 
alittle pit. 

Q Thankeyou. Coubdel cask 
you, Mr. Graves, this, if the population of this town 
doubled, you said you'd have to double your teaching 
staff, among other things, and I haven't overlooked 
that you mentioned buildings for support staff and 


so on. Right now how many of your teachers are 


\ 
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R.B. Graves 


northerners in the sense that they were raised here 


| 

and regard this as their home, and how many come from 
outside, just roughly? 

A O.K., we can Start with 
Fort Providence and there are ten teachers on staff 
and two classroom assistants, The two classroom 
assistants are native Slavey~-speaking people there, 
and I might add that one of them has been with us 
for about three years now. Next yearat Fort Pro- 
vidence a graduate of the teacher education pro- 
gram will be employed as a teacher there. The year 
before last I had Margaret Sabourin, whose home was 
Fort Providence and graduated from our teacher 
education program, was going to the University of 
Alberta. She was employed SeaK teacher at Fort Pro- 
vidence. I would say 10% is native, plus your 


classroom assistants, which are on the staff, so 





you're looking at a very small percentage. 

In Hay River we've had at 
one time, I think as many as possibly 4 out of 46 
were native teachers, and the reason I say "native" 
is because well, this is what mostly you're thinking 
about. 

Q Well, I'm thinking 
first of all of northerners in the sense of people 
who make this their permanent home, as opposed to 
people who come in from outside on the basis that 
this was -- forgive me, the only place they could 
get a job, and are just waiting until they can -- 
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R.B. Graves 


the only place to get a job. 

Q Well, “let me put’ it 
this way. You have some teachers, I take it, who 
come and stay a year or two and are gone. Is this 


ergnt? 


A Would you believe it 
that in the school system here we have 46 teachers, 


and I believe that out of the 46 teachers, for 





example, 18 of them in the High School, I believe 
that probably 9 out of the 18 -- and I stand to be 
corrected -- at least 9 out of the 18 have been here 
at least five years or more. 

For example, the staff is 
very -- the turnover is very small here. 

Q Well, what I was getting 
at was, you said that if the town's population doubled 
you'd have to have twice as many teachers. Given | 
your present experience, what I was interested in 
was how many of the teachers you've got now are nor- 
therners, how many came from outside and who might 
then apply that to the projected increase? 

A I think I can under- 
stand what your point is. I maintain that if we all 
of a sudden find -- you see, we have a teacher educa- 
tion program in which we are -- and also classroom 
assistants program which is a step moving in the 
direction for people to become certified teachers 
in the Territories. What we have is a teacher educatio 
program at Fort Smith which is predominantly native 


students, and the graduates from there are going into 
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2 Our school system. However, under the austerity 
2 program there will be no first year entry for next 
3 September, and this is a step backwards for us because 
4 it means that both austerity and also if our popula- 
5 tion doubles rapidly then the supply of native tea- 
6. chers is going to become even more critical. We will 
a have even fewer people involved in our school pro- 
8 grams. We will have much fewer, 
9 Q You see, if you look 
10 at this pipeline and all its ramifications, it creates 
Ua -- if it is built -- it will mean that there will 
1 be jobs on construction, jobs on the river, but it 
ee also, because of its impact that you've described, 
‘14 will mean that there will be jobs paid for by the 
15 taxpayer in the teaching field, and one of the things 
ie that concerns the Inquiry is that only the employment | 
17 | of northerners, if that is desirable, in the nia tine! 
18 and in related projects, but also in the whole 
19 expansion of the community in such things as teaching, 
20 do you mind just going back a bit? You started off with 
aah Providence and giving the percentage of native 
nas. Indian people employed in teaching. You might just 
il go through the south Slave and give me those figures,iff 
you 
24 /don't mind. 
25 A We've had -- just 
De pulling them, O.K. -- we have 46 teachers in Hay 
als River. Last year when you started this Inquiry, last 
28 | year I had a large number, I say "large", maybe four 
29 teachers from the teacher education program that 
30 finished, they worked on my staff. In fact the vice- 
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president of the Metis Association was taught here for 
three years in Hay River, and when this Inquiry started 
he switched -- BP a in a sense, but he took on 
the responsibility beeause of the broadening educational 
opportunities, shall we say. 

I might say an example here 
as I look around, just to go into something else that 
may be significant, but I see the people involved in 
the Indian Brotherhood, I see Maurice Cleery, Gerry 
Cheesey, Angus Lennie, see Bobby Overvoldand a bunch 
of the people involved in the Indian Brotherhood and 


Metis Association . These people at one time or another 





have been through our teacher education program, and 
they have worked in Hay River or in Providence, and 
doing their internship and such. So we have been res- 


ponsible, in the form of education we have been respon- 





sible for staffing not only the schools but other 





areas, so I wanted to bring thatpoint up. 

In Pine Point -- 

Q Well, you would take the 
position, I'm sure, that teacher training fits a person 
for a great many things as well as teaching. 

A Oh, definitely, that's 
right, definitely. 


Q That's what we say about 





law, and we mean it just as I'm sure you mean it. 

A More especially I might 
add that these fellows -- I don't know about Angus 
Lennie, but people I've just mentioned by name are 


pretty good basket. ball players, and I've known them 
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someone work with them in teaching English as a second 


1 very well from the basketball days. So they are 
ae, qualified in quite a few things. 

3 | But we're happy that we're 

4 able to have been more or less of a stepping stone 

5 for a way for people to get involved in other acti- 

6 vities, because I think with the experience they 

3] gained they will certainly come back to us in their 

8 teaching role once again in the future, and will be 

9 of even greater value to us and they will have a grea- 
LO ter understanding of many things, so that youngsters 
yh will benefit from the association with them in class- 
12 rooms, 
13 The Pine Point, of course, we 
14 have a staff of 21 there. I have no native teachers 
1s there. 
he Q Are there ary native 
W7 students at Pine Point? 
18 A Very few, very few 
19 there, I think there are probably ten. It's predomin- 
20 antly -- I kind of look at Pine Point maybe as oh, a 
Dh United Nations in a way because we have people there 
22 from Hong Kong, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece,all 
23 over, and our problems there of course, we have a 
24 number of requests for teaching English as the second 
25 language and various programs for upgrading. We have 
a people who are certificated in foreign countries that 
vl Speak three or four languages, but do not speak 
28 English, and as a result they may have degrees in 
29 engineering and such, but they need also to work, have 
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language. So our problems are greatly varied and 





-- but Pine Point, this community we have about 403 
students there. 

Up into Fort Resolution we 
have 176 students and we have 9 teachers there. We 
do not have a native teacher on staff this year, but 
we have two excellent classroom assistants there and | 


I look forward to the time in which both of them, and 





hopefully both of them will pursue further training 
in the teacher education program. 

We have -=- one thing you need 
throughout is we do have Education Advisory Committees 
which are composed of the people in communities, and 
they may be maybe half-Indian, half-white, just like 
that. But they work in the betterment of the school | 
itself. My basic philosophy is that the school is : 
not my property or anything else, and I'm not a custod- 
ian or such; but I am in the business of seeing that | 
facilities are made available for a broad spectrum of 
educational activities. So they're open. We leave 
-- try to have schools/pen as much as possible for all 
kinds of activities. 

But the native training 
programs are very slow in coming about, and we have mad 
great progress in that direction, and we're continuing 
to do so, but the austerity program has really put the 
skids to us, as it has in many other aspects. In fact, 
I'm back-peddling, I'm not going ahead in that respect. 


Q One last question. The 
Indian Village, is there a school over there? 
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A Yes, Daniel Sonfrere and 
I have been working together for approximately four 
years. It took Se ebainatany 18 months and we organ- 
ized and put on a summer program, which is called a 
pre-school program. This was to help bridge the gaps, 
the chasm we run into with children going into the 
school for the first time from across the Indian 
Village, and that's what we meant by kind of a pre- 
school program. The success of the program was such 
that we discussed the possibilities of locating a 
building across the river at the New Village and to 
carry on a program for children, ages 5, 6, 7, and so 
we have now reached that point in time. I might add 


that the young lady who will be the teacher there is 


-- it shows you how things work here. Christine Horsey 


is her name, she's from Fort Wrigley. She started out 
as a classroom assistant, I think in Wrigley, went to 
Fort Simpson for two years, joined the teacher educa- 
tion program, and has finished the teacher education 

program and I have employed her to work as teacher 

at the Hay River Indian Village, and she's a Slavey- 

speaking girl. She's very good, a top-notch gal. 


So that shows you how the progress is. I feel very 


fortunate that we have someone who speaks the language, 


knows the customs, traditions and so on. She can help 
us to really help these little youngsters get along. 
So the program -- tomorrow you'll probably see the 
building. We just recently moved it. Earl Dean's 
dad, Stan, just moved the building. It seems like it's 


Dean Day here. 
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30 Graves? 


D. Stewart 
l So there's a lot of activity 
2 going on, and I'm sorry the building is not big enough 
3 to accommodate thits whole crew, but I think the out- 
4 doors tomorrow, I'll predict the weather will be good 
5 and you can be outside. 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Right. Thaks' 
°) very much for your prediction and for your presentation, 
8 Mr. Graves. | 
9 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes? 
ay DON STEWART, resumed: 
12 THE WITNESS: One more item 
143 I'd like to bring up with regard to what Mr.Graves | 
14 has said pertaining to pertinent statistics. The | 
15 Northwest Territories Community Data Book,.:1974 issue, | 
16 issued by the Department Balin conneulen gest of the | 
V7 information in here is gathered by the Department of ! 
| 
18 Industry, Trade & Commerce. | 
19 Under Hay River it shows 
20 business volume for 1973 was $100 million with a 
Pik population of 3,500; and in Yellowknife with a popula- 
Sige tion of 7,500, the total business volume was $98 millio 
| So though we have half the population, we're doing 
24 more -- | 
ll Q You don't have their 
26 | big industry. 
Fig) A Thank goodness. 
Eas: (WITNESS ASIDE) 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. 















Boop od Iltw terssew ec Joibeuqg [1'I ywoxsomod ax00b 


( 
| ~duo edt dnide 2 aod wou. sforlw sind a¢a5omoson: 09 | 
rf 


rT steip2A sAZWNOLASIMMOD ANT 2 a eae 

sAoltsdnssexg ‘Hoy 10% bas: noistziberq woy x03 roum ytev 
ROVSXD. 02M 

i (3G12A 8GauTIW) obi wad 


SaeY :MgMOI@IMMOD BHT 


‘Soomeat ,TRAWETS Woda 


Moti srom. eaO :82avTIW SHT 
2ev540),2M tsdw of bispoex daiw qu paiad of exif b*t 
eff ,eolteltste stoeattiedq ot paiaissizeq Bise asd 
~osear bv CL., A008 stsd ytiaummoD-esiutosixn1eT. csewds 10 
siz 20 suon no tdeawotal $0 tnemsisged siz yd boven. 
io -dgasmtisged eft yd borsedtsep el sted ni noitsamrroini 
Soto) 3 sbsx?.,yxtevbal 

ewole 2k weevil year webav 
s dtiw notiLim 001% esw ETeL 102 smtlov eeontend 
| -6iegog 5s itiw stindwolisYy ai bas 7,002,620 noitaiugog 
aaa Se? asw comlov aezenieud Isz02 edt ,002,T 20 nol? 
. patob ot’ow ,molseiuqog ef? tisd eyed sw dpyods o2 


tial? svsd #*neb uoYy Q 


-25enboop AnsAT rics 
(30124 2S4nTIW) 
«2M ,80Y sRZWOISSIMMOD BHP... ...<' Pw « 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTO, 


409 | 
BRON AB ayer 26, Sis Gs | 
R.B. Graves 
D. Stewart 





RUFUS B. GRAVES, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I want to apolo- 
gize, you know sometimes the people who are closest 
to you, you fail to recognize sometimes, but I would 
like to point that Roy Fabien is from the Hay River 
Indian Village and he has been with us in this educ- 
ational program. This is another example of native 


involvement, Roy will be going to Fort Providence 





this August as the adult educator for Fort Providence 
in an all-Slavey-speaking community, and I might add 
that Bill Andray, the little man here, has been a 
resident of the Territories for 21 years. So there 


are a number of people here that ~- how do you classi- 





fy northerners, by time or color of skin or whatever 


it may be? I think somebody said five years, so I'm 








not a northerner. Most people recognize I'm a southern- 
er. | 
(LAUGHTER) | 
THE . -COMMISSIONER:. Yes, Mr. 
Stewart? 


DON STEWART resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I suggest our 
American friend will have to remove that dialect. 

Mr. Commissioner, I think one 
ofthe basic problems that's facing decisions relative 
to the pipeline is the effect on the people, so today 
I'm going to address myself to my observations in the 
Territories since 1946. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
I came to the Territories in 
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"46 aS a young married man, and have remained with the | 





exception of two years since that date, in Hay River. 
Through this Seyi oa of time, of course, we have noted | 
Many changes. So possibly when we're looking to the 
future it may be in the tune to look at the past and 
just see what has happened. 


When I first came to Hay River 





there was only the Indian Village on the east bank of 





the river, one small Imperial Oil tank, a dirt run- 





way with an American quonset hut, a left-over of the 
Northwest Ter -- or the Northwest Staging Route, I 
believe it was called, an emergency landing field for 
aircraft going to Alaska during the last war, | 
So there really wasn't very : 
much, The Americans had come and gone by this particulay 


period. There were five white people in Hay River at 





that particular time, and we found a village that was 





self-sufficient, we found people with pride, we found 
people well-dressed, we found people living in the 
Same type of housing, there was no difference between 


the white house and the native house, if you wish to 


Similar. Everybody had the little house at the back 
of the lot. Everybody had the 45-gallon barrel in the 


corner that sufficed for your water supply, and this 





was for the most part ice that was cut during the 
wintertime and used during the summertime. There were 
no vehicles to speak of, I think we had one truck in 
Hay River at that time. 


make this type of differentiation. Everything was 
But we did have something. 
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We had a happy, tight-knit community. The economy was 
basically fur. There was some transportation by cat 


train during the wintertime, although this actually did 





not really affect the economy of this area very much, 


But the fur economy was successful, but why was it 


successful? There's a suggestion that the old days 
are always, I suppose, somewhat glorified in the fact | 
that people are inclined to remember the better things | 
and these are passed down to children and so that 


everybody thinks everything was perfect in these 





particular times. 

Well, in part probably they 
were, but they were perfect because of probably the 
ignorance of the people inv_olved. They didn't know | 
that they weren't getting a good living. The wages 
at that time in this area were anywhere from $75 a | 
month to tops of 150. The price of groceries were cher 
than they are today. Butter was $1. a pound, and eggs | 
were over $l. a dozen. We didn't have lettuce and the 
tomatoes and those other things you mentioned, we didn' 
really know, nobody had bothered to tell us that we 
couldn't survive without these things. We had not 
yet found that as a status symbol that we had to have 
a case of beer a day and a bottle of whiskey, and we 
were quite content with our lot. 


The Hudson's Bay was the 


Bay Company was the foreman of the village. If there 
ever was a god in a place, it was the Hudson's Bay 


mainstay of the community. The manager of the Hudson's | 
manager, for he held in his hands your ability to 
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pi eat or not to eat. So if you were a trapper and were 

2 not producing fur, your credit was cut off at the Hudson's 
é Bay Company. Tes was a very serious matter, not only | 
4 the matter of eating, but as a status symbol, because 

5 credit at that time within the confines of the Hudson's 
6| Bay was really a momentus status symbol, even to the 

7 point that in some stores the amount of credit was | 
8 written on the wall for all the public to see. 
9 So that these villages then 
10 were being run and were beingtun with an iron hand, with 


ii a man that had a very large club, the club of whether 


12 you ate or did not eat. The net result was that time and 

13 effort were put on the trapline and trapping was success+ 
14 Pia lo. | 
is The second authority in the : 


16 town at that time would be the church. We had both 


17 faiths at that time here, and when they weren't busy 


18 fighting amongst themselves they leaned very heavily 





Le on the population because at that particular time in 
20 Canada, still to work was not really a crime, it was 
ei really expected of everyone. 

ve Q You mean Catholic and 


ZS Anglican? 





24 A Thatis correct, yes. 
25 | Sorry, are there others? 

26 (LAUGHTER) 

Di] Q Well, not in this part 


28] of the country, as far as I can see. 


29 A So the main thrust in the 


30 community of the leaders and by most cases, not 
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particularly in Hay River because Mr. Ban was a Hudson's| 
Bay Manager at the particular time I came to Hay River, 
were very dour ene tight-fisted men, Their careers 
depended entirely upon the production that they were 
able to maintain in their area, So their well-being 
depended completely on the success of the town that 
they were sent to. So they ran their towns with an iron | 
fist and got the work done. 


We had a third possible force 





in Hay River, however at that time we didn't have an 
R.C.M.P. posted, it had been vacated a few years 
previously, when the Americans left the police felt 


that they could leave town, 


(LAUGHTER) 

And they based themselves at 
Fort Resolution, so we had quite a ways to make a com- | 
plaint. Then we had a fourth benefit, we didn't have | 
any schools, There was no school in Hay River. 


Now the end result really of 





trapping, for example, as an occupation depends greatly 
on the matter of eens labor or a family involvement 

to make this type of an industry work. With no schools, 
the families went out on the trapline. The trapper 
wouldn't probably be caught dead without his wife and 
children out on the line helping him. So when we look 
at trapping and say, "Because of inroads of the white 
person, the trapping is failing," I think really you 
have to go a lot deeper into trapping to really under- 
stand why the collapse in so much of the Territories. 


I suggest it's strictly a case of the reduced number of 
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man hours. By "man hours" I put the family unit as 
being participants in trapping in those days. 

So we had a happy little 
village,and it changed. Change took place when the 
highway was built. After the highway we had a hotel 
and liquor outlets. Following the liquor outlets we 
had welfare, and in amongst this whole particular 
growth period, education came to stay. 

Now I presume that if you're 
looking at this to realize that previous to these things 
coming to Hay River things were in good shape, then 
these must be the things that caused the downfall of 
the people in the area, It seems to be a logical 
solution. 

However, if you look at other 


settlements along Great Slave Lake, that don't have a 





| 


| 
| 


road, that have not had the white influx of people, a 


have no liquor outlet, their position basically is no 
different than that of the people here. 

So I'm suggesting to this 
Commission that it is not only the things that have 
directly happened to a town, such as highways, influx o 
people, and liquor outlets. I suggest to you it's a 
time frame in which we are living and that the average 
Canadian concept has changed, not only in the Territorie 
but all over Canada, with the net result that places 
such as Snowdrift, the only way you can get in is by 
chartered aircraft, they have no roads, they have just 
every bit as much trouble, if not more, than we do, 


with liquor, with welfare, and all the related ills. 
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Yet they are living in almost the same type of isolation 
as they did 50 years ago, 

But your isolation in this 
day and age has been cut down with the advent of tele- 


vision, radio, and contact, We have an example where 


of your speakers yesterday, Mr. Stu Demelt's father, 


Ed Demelt, ran this particular town for many years. 





we had a successful village called Rocher River. One 
There was no welfare, there was no liquor outlet, and 

I suppose if I were to have to choose what I would 

Say was the most self-sufficient area that I had 

visited up to that time I would probably have to name 


Rocher River. There was a fire in the school, the 


school burned down in that area and the government did 


not replace it, The government were going to use this, 


I believe, as a test area. They refused to send wel- 





fare officers and so on into the area, and the net | 





result was that these people moved back to Fort 


available, Now whether welfare came first or schools, 
is a matter of opinion. I presume that schools had a 
great deal to do with it. 

However, for the lack of a 
few dollars, Rocher River, a successful settlement, 
disappeared, 

Now Fort Resolution did not 
have its road for many years after Hay River, and 
as at to date has not had nearly the influence of 
the white people nor the number of liquor outlets. 


Resolution where welfare rolls and schools were 
As a matter of fact, I don't believe today that there 
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il is a liquor outlet in Fort Resolution. Their welfare 

2 position, their crime rate, and all of the rest of the 

3 ills are as high, or worse than Hay River. 

4 So the point I would like to 

5 leave with this Commission is that an influx of people 

6 into any specific area is not, in my opinion, the 

7 thing that is going to damage or hurt the people. It 

8 appears to me it’s kind of like a culture, and it's 

3 part of Canada, it's just not only in the Territories 

10 and it's kind of like a drowning man in ten feet of 

1a water, if you add another ten feet to that water he's 

AZ not going to drown twice as fast. We're over our heads 
Ls and the wheel has started with the downfall of the 
14 culture of the Northwest Territories, and in my | 
15 opinion there is no way of stopping it. | 
16 It appears to me, whether | 
Ly it's fair or not, that the number of people involved : 
18 in the Territories as native people per se that retain | 
1.9 their culture reminds me in part of having 1,000 gallons' 
20 of water and a small amount of dye, and trying to 
21. change the larger identity into that which -- I'm re- 
22 ferring to the dye as part of the culture here -- and 
23 to change, you can put it in, it will make it a 
24 aifference in shade to what the accomplishment will 
25 | be; “but it's Certdnly not ‘going to color the larger 
26 portion. What we are dealing with now really is the 
27 rights of people. 
28 | First of all, we stand here 
29 or speak in this Commission of the Northwest Territories. 


30 I think I also must suggest that firstly we're 
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l Canadians and although we certainly must make every 
2 effort and do everything we can to make sure that the 
3 Territories get their just and fair share of any 
4 development in the Northwest Territories, which to date 
5 I don't think we really have, but still we are Canadians 
6 and what happens at the end of this Inquiry must also 
7 take into consideration the effects, and the effects on 
g people I don't believe are going to be changed radi- 
9 cally by an influx of outsiders to build a pipeline. 
10 I think yau can go to any Eskimo settlement that has 
me grown in the last ten years and find the same apathy, 
12 the same problem that we have here with little to no 
13 outside contact, other than the government housing 
14 policy that went in and put everybody in a 3-roomed | 
15 bungalow. This damage has been done. This cannot be | 
16 changed. It's a matter of fact, and whether we like | 
5 Oy it or whether we don't, I don't think the course of | 
18 this wheel can be changed, 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
20 Mr. Stewart. 
rapt (WITNESS ASIDE) 
92 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we've 
93 had this afternoon four very thoughtful and helpful 
24 presentations, and it's almost five o'clock so I think 
25 I'll thank all of you who cam this afternoon and I 
26 think we'll adjourn until eight o'clock this evening 
Dey when I certainly will welcome all of you back, if you 
28 wish to come this evening at eight, and we'll carry on 
28 this evening for as long as it takes to hear everyone 


30 who hasn't been heard from, or who mmay have been heard 
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from but who still has something further to say. So 
thank you again for coming this afternoon, 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 4:50 P.M.) 


(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 8:30 P.M.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank yau all 


for coming. I thought I would begin this evening by 
just mentioning to you some of the provisions in the 
pipeline guidelines that we should all have in mind. 

The guidelines say that Arctic 
Gas or if itWere a situation in which Foothills were to 
build the pipeline, then Foothills, it says that the 
pipeline company must undertake specific programs 
leading to the employment at all occupational levels of 
residents of the Territories, and in particular native 
people during the construction and operation of the 
pipeline. 

Now it goes on to say that the 
programs that the pipeline company must undertake have 
to include advance information on all jobs, skills 
required for various occupations, upgrading and skilled 
training, other: forms of training including on-the-job 
experience, and counselling for those unfamiliar with 
industrial jobs or wage style living. 

That's a big responsibility 
that the pipeline guidelines say that the pipeline 
company must carry out, and I'll just repeat that. 
Programs -- and this is what the pipeline company must 
do -- "Programs leading to the employment at all 

occupational levels, every kind of job on 


construction and operation of the pipeline, 
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of residents of the Territories and in parti- 
cular native people," 
This is what the Government of Canada has laid down, 
and one of the objects of the Inquiry is to see that 
this is done. 

Some of these things came up 
this afternoon and might well come up this evening, so 
I thought I'd just read what the government has said 
about this. Then it says: 

"Priority placement in jobs," 
that is first crack at any job, 
"shall be given to native people of the 
Territories in keeping with the International 
Labour Convention ratified by Canada, and the 
government's intent to increase employment 
opportunities for members of disadvantaged 
minority groups." 
I think that's a roundabout way of saying “increasing 
employment opportunities for native people." And it 
goes on to say that: 
"Ways and means will be found to ensure 
access for these employees into the approp- 


-ryiate union locals and hiring halls." 


This is a matter Mr. Tetrault touched on this afternoon 


so we have to think about ways of making sure that 


northerners, native and white, if they want to, get 


into the jobs and so far as the unions will be involved 


the pipeline guidelines say that ways must be found to 
enable them to get into the union locals and hiring 


hallsn 
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It says: | 
"In addition, the pipeline company will employ 
labor from ae locality where work is being 
done," 

and then it says: 

"The pipeline company must abide with all of 
these principles." 

Then it says: 

"The collective agreements signed by the pipe- 


line company and the labor unions shall not dis- 





tinguishh between people who live in the Territor- 
ies and outsiders as regards special benefits 

; ; : ; | 
and allowances, including housing for operational |, 


staff, and these benefits shall be in no way | 


inferior for employees from the Territories," 


So the pipeline guidelines say that if you want to bring 


i 


people from outside into the Territories to work on the 
| 


and 
pipeline,/you offer them housing and other benefits, you 





have to offer those same things, housing and other 
benefits to people who live here. 

Now this is all laid out by 
the government and it is part of the terms of reference 
that I have to consider, and since these matters did 
come up this afternoon I thought I would just mention 
them. 


There is another matter that 


-- there is another provision in the pipeline guidelines 
that says: 
"Contracts and sub-contracts shall be so designed 


and publisized as to invite and encourage bids 
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D. Chase 


from native organizations, settlement 
councils and local contractors," 
and we've heard from a number of local contractors 
yesterday and today at these hearings. 
"In addition, businesses and commercial 
organizations in the Territories shall be 
invited and encouraged to supply goods and 
services required for the pipeline development 
and operation," 
Well, I know you don't carry these things around in 


your back pocket, so I thought I'd just read that out 


because it might be helpful to you. I'm not suggesting 


you should discuss these things tonight because they 


have been discussed at length already, but I thought it 





| 
| 
| 


would be useful to you to know that that's the -- those | 


are the guidelines laid down by the government and 
we're trying, among other things, at this Inquiry to 
work out ways and means of making sure that what is 
Said there can actually be carried out on the job. 

So we're now open for anyone 
to make a further statement, or anyone who hasn't had 
a chance to say anything so far to go right ahead 
and do so; and as I said earlier, you can stand up, 
be seated, or whatever you find most comfortable. 

So -- yes sir? Yes, we'll just swear you in and then 


you can -- 


DOUGLAS CHASE, sworn: 


THE WITNESS: My name is 


Douglas Chase. I'm the superintendent of the Hay River 
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Correctional Centre or the South Mackenzie Correctional 
Centre, as it's better known, and I understand that 
some matters touching on the correctional centre were 
brought up this afternoon and there was no representatio 


I received this information and thought it might be a 


good idea to come down and answer any questions that 


people might have. Maybe as an opening I might just 
explain for the benefit of yourself and anyone else that 
the program that exists at the South Mackenzie Correction- 
al Centre, maybe as best I can although I wasn't the 
originator of it, the reasons for its existence. 

I think initially when correc- 
tions was established in Northwest Territories there 


was a fear that the southern traditions would be copied 





and there was great pains taken not to do so. Despite | 
those efforts, after seven years of the Yellowknife 
Correctional Centre I think everyone agreed that all 
that had been accomplished was a carb on copy of the 
southern institutions, and I'm not saying that our 
current experiment won't be -- will be any different, 
but we're trying it anyway. As a result, it was felt 
that a decentralization community corrections was far 
more important than establishing a large warehouse for 
people; and the Community Correctional Centre in Hay 
River is designed to treat people in the community as 
opposed to treating them within an institution. In 

doing so they hope to deal with not just theproblems 

but the causes of the problems, and truly bring about 
some rehabilitation, as opposed to just keeping the 


public safe for a period of time and just keeping a 
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person out of the community for a period of time, | 
In trying to do this we tried | 
to use the community in the South Mackenzie Correctional 
Centre as much as possible in our rehabilitation attempt 
and I think that the person who is Serving time there 
would find himself in the community more than he would | 
in the centre itself. We do this in several different | 
ways, and one of our most successful and most desired, 
you might say, programs on the part of members who are 
there is our land program, 
Our land program is one phase 
of the program that exists there, and its purpose is 
not to make hunters or trappers or fishermen out of 


the people who are there, but rather to make them 


aware of a resource that is really abundant in the 





north, and that is the land and all the things that | 


go with it -- the hunting and trapping and fishing -- 


as a recreational tool as opposed to a livelihood. 

The recreational means is far easier to achieve than 

a livelihood on the land. I don't think many people are 
being too successful in that respect. especially around 
this area. 

For the most part we find that 
the people who are coming to us have had lttle or no 
experience on the land. If they have, it was many 
years ago when they were very young with their father 
or their mother, and did not have very much of a 
responsibility at the time. They are developing these 
skills, they are showing a greater appreciation for 


the potential that the land has, and I think some of 
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them may use this to their own advantage when they 
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leave us. 

The other involvement with the 
commumity is our community release program whereby 
we encourage people to go into the community to work, 


to go to school, to do things with their family that 


| 
they would normally do as opposed to sitting in an | 
institution awaiting visits from people, sitting in 
institutions taking classes, or sitting in an institu- 
tion learning skills. We try not to duplicate the 
services that exist in the community, and to try and 

get our people involved in the community in these 

areas. The result of our program so far -- and I 

have to say it's only been in existence for eight months 
-~- has been that security is the lowest on our list of 
priorities, and the treatment is the highest. We've 
tried to rid ourselves of the dilemma of trying to 
treat and punish at the same time. We concentrate 

only on treatment and I think that the punishment shoul 
take place elsewhere. Punishment maybe is the Court's 
responsibility and not the Correctional Centre's 
responsibility. 

. Now that's just a quick sort 
of run-down of our program, There may be some question 
that yourself have of us. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you very much for coming, Mr. Chase. I think I might 
as well ask you while you're here a few questions. 

Q How many inmates -- I 


know that's the wrong word, that's a word used down 
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south -- are there? 

A We have a capacity for 
36, but at the moment we have 22, and we've sort of | 
been told not to go over 20. We found that a little 
hard to maintain both because of the demand of 
employers and the demands of our own centre, and we're 
currently at 22. We feel we could be higher, we would 
like it to be higher. 

Q What is the age range? 


A At the present time I 





think our age range is 17 to 45 or somewhere in that 
neighborhood; but I think the average might help, if 
there were an average age, I think the average would be 
somewhere between 35 and 40, probably. 


Q And what is the level 


of occupational skills and education that these people 


had attained prior to entering this program of the 


institution? Any idea? 

A We haven't done any -- 
kept any statistics of that nature here at the | 
centre, hut I was in Yellowknife prior to this and I 
don't think that the populations are very much different 
We're seeing the same people and I would guess that 
it's still the same. The achievement level of the peopl 
we tested over a 2% year period was at about the Grade 
6 level. It varied in -- 

Q That was at Yellowknife? 

A Yes, it varied, depending 
on the skill that you were speaking about, but generally 


the achievement level was about a Grade 6-7 level. 
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The skills that most of these 
people have, I might add, were the majority would 
classify aneaie as laborers, the next probably 
predominant group was heavy duty equipment operator, 
and then within, after that some skilled tradesmen, 

Q What is the breakdown as 
between native people and white people? 

A In our centre I guess 
about 95% native. At the present time we have three 
white out of the 22, 

Q And at Yellowknife? 

A I would say about 75% 
native, with a growing white population. 

Q One thing that intrigues 
fe, you Said the average age here was about 35 or 
even more? That's an exceptionally advanced average 
age for a penal situation, isn't it? You said you 
were down south, I think you would agree with that, 
wouldn't you? 

A Oh, definitely. Our 
selection has a large -- plays a large part in this, 
of course. That certainly wouldn't be the average 
age of the offenders in Northwest Territories by any 
means. We select them and that was the average of 
the people in South Mackenzie. Being a person who 
believes in the Protestant ethics, I look for people 


who also believe in that, and I don't find them under 


35 too often, so-- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that’ 


very interesting. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chase 
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Oh, excuse me, The other Mr. Dean. 

MR. DEAN: I'd like to ask Mr, 
Chase what idan: therapy is and what reality is with 
respect to the situation there. 

| A I believe Mr. Dean is 
referring to what we've tried to call the treatment 
process that exists there, and for a lack of a better 
term, we use the term "reality therapy" because we 
felt a lot of people might be familiar with it. It's 
a term coined by Dr. William Glasser, who is the 
Originator of reality therapy, and really I guess to 
us all it means is we try to make things as realistic 
and natural as possible without creating some kind of 
a clinical centre for treatment, and rather treat the 
person in what is reality, his community, and I guess 
that's to us reality therapy at the Correctional 
Centre, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right. 
Well, thank you, Mr. Chase. Maybe if you're going to 
be around a little while longer this evening we might 
come back to you and ask you a few more questions as 
they occur to us. But I certainly am grateful to you 
for coming down. 

A Thank you; my pleasure. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, any- 
body else who wants to contribute something at this 
point? It's too early to take a coffee break. 

MR. JACKSON: No, I wasn't 


going to suggest coffee. I was wondering if I could 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


A. Workman 


just ask Mr. Williams some questions arising out of 
your comments on the pipeline guidelines? Mr. Workman 
mentioned yesterday there was 100 native people 
involved in the northern training program, and I'm 
wondering if Mr. Workman could just give us some 
information as to of that 100 employees, (1) whether 
they are employed at all occupational levels in terms 
of the construction operation of the pipeline, and 
also if he has the figures of a breakdown Bonde how 
Many are employed at what level in relation to these 


matters. 


AL WORKMAN, resumed: 

THE iWEENESS: tSorry ,; l7don't 
have the breakdown as to occupation that these people 
are involved in right now. I don't think I'd like to 
even hazard a guess as to the various breakdowns. They 
cover, though, a wide range from surveying, equipment 
operating, right through to accounting and business 
administration. 

The number that I mentioned 
the other day was, I said, roughly or approximately 100. 
I determined this morning that the actual number today 
is in the low 90's. It's a flexible number. It goes 
up and down from week to week, but today it's between 
90°“and"95. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr, Workman 
are they -- how many of them are employed in the 
Territories on the program? I take it some are in 


Alberta, is that right? 
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A. Workman 


A I would guess -=- and this 


is just a guess -- probably 50% are in the Northwest 





Territories, 50% a Alberta. We would like to do all 
our om-the-job training in the Northwest Territories but) 
unfortunately some of the plants and facilities that : 
are necessary for the training don't exist up here and | 


we have to have the trainees take the training in 


the Alberta area, 





Q I think Foothills has 
just come to your assistance there. 

A Oh. Very good. We have 
Nortrain training position for March 1975, welder 
apprentices, 2; millwright apprentice, 5; controls 
technician, 4; operator 1, 4; operator 2, 4; operator 
3, 2. Now by "operator" this is a compressor station 
operator. Electrician 1; gas eeareol technician , 3; | 
control technician, 1; measurement technician, 2; 
lab technician, 1; gas plant operator, 11; production 
operator, 3-+- this is oil fuel production; gas trans- 


mission operator, 9; roughneck, 9; material super- 


the field; labor pool, 3; mechanics -- now "labor pool 
3", that's probably our first stage in their training 
where they will be advancing to something more technica 
later on. Mechanics helper, 1; equipment operator, 4; 
heavy equipment mechanic, 2; clerk expediter, 4; 
re-fueller -- that's aircraft refueller -- 4; surveyor, 
le horticultural technician,,2;,clerktypist --: pardon 
me, accounting,.8;. clerk typist, 1;.stenographer,, 1; 


| 
visor, 2 -- this is almost like an expediter out in 
Maintenance, 2, and that gives a total of 91, and that 
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BURNABY 2, 8.C. 


A. Workman 


was in March '75. I understand there maybe one or two 
higher than that today. 

| MR. JACKSON: I'm wondering, 
Mr, Commissioner, if I can be permitted one more 
question. Could that document be marked as an exhibit 
if it hasn't already been done so? 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: That really 
creates a problem, Mr. Commissioner, because it's part 
of Foothills’ application,.1'vexthrown, the ball right 
into your corner on that one. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we've 
got the information on the transcript, so I think we'll 
let it go at that for now. We'll struggle with these 
problems when we get back to Yellowknife. 

One thing I was going to Say, 
and you might let others know this, this is the last 
time the Inquiry will be in Hay River. There are 

many communities that we have to visit. We'll be in 
the Indian Village tomorrow,and we may see some of you 
there, but if you decide tomorrow or next week or next 
month or the month after that that there's something 
you want to say to the INquiry that you didn't think 
of while we were here at this time, I hope you will 
feel free to write a letter to me in Yellowknife, and 
just set out in the letter anything you want to add to 
what you've said here in Hay River, or if you didn't 
Say anything at all here in Hay River, please fel free 
to write to me and let me have your views, I'll let 
all the participants, I'll let the pipeline people 


and the native organizations and the others see your 
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BURNABY 2, 8.¢. 


A. Workman 
D,. Stewart 


letter just as they would see and hear what you have to gay 
if you speak here this evening. But I want you to | 
understand that this, just because we are here now 


and won't be here again later in the year, that you're 


not closed off in any way from expressing your views 





and I hope you will write to us if things occur to 
you that you didn't have a chance to raise with me 
here yesterday or today. | 
You might pass that onto any- 
body you run into here in Hay River who tells you they 
didn't get a chance to come down here to the Legion 
and to say their piece, I'll be happy to hear from any 
of you if you want to express your views in writing as 
we go along. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 





THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anybody 
else with a contribution to make? Yes, Mr. Stewart? | 

DON STEWART, resumed: 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Commissioner 
I'd have been a little better prepared if I hadn't have 
had my after supper sleep, but however, I think there 
are a few points here we may take this opportunity of 
clarifying. 

This afternoon I endeavored to 
express my opinion that the 20th century had caught up 
to the Northwest Territories, and we're in the throws 
of this type of development. Now whether we like it 
or whether we don't, it is my opinion that if we are 


going to fairly see that the people that are having a 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


D. Stewart 


difficult time during this transition period are looked 
after, that we have to come up with some type of an 
employment umbrella to look after their specific 
needs. 

Firstly, I would like to point 
out it is certainly not my intent to suggest that the 
Work Arctic principle would be used for all employees 
that may be found in the Northwest Territories. This 
is not the suggestion at all. But the Work Arctic 
er a type of Work Arctic principle would be used by 
those people that feel that they need some sort of 
an umbrella. 


Firstly in this day and age 


when a construction job is being undertaken, and people. 


from the south, generally speaking, have made efforts 
to comply with the government regulations that native 
or local people be hired for the work to be done, lI 
think in most cases they have tried this. However, 
due to a number of reasons, the employee has not been 
able to meet the expectations of the company who has 
employed them, and the company being subjected to time 
schedules, could no longer go along with the proposi- 
tion and as a usual result in most of the contracts 
that I have noted, the end result has been that/utsid- 
ers have been brought in to finish the job. 

Now one of the main difficul- 
ties that I have noted, that many of the people who 
have been hired are not in physical shape to go out 
on a contract base and do physical work for eight or 


nine hours a day on a 5-day week. It takes some time 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


D. Stewart 


to get back into physical shape-when people have been 
laying around for a considerable time actually not 
working; and so often this is not taken into consider- 
ation by the firms hiring. So we have developed a 


program that we call Work Arctic. 


Now the premise of Work Arctic | 


is very simple and it only means that everyone of the 
native people -- and by "native people" I'm not refer- 
ring to Indian, Eskimo or Metis, but I'm refevring to 
all people of the Northwest Territories who are native 
to the ways of the Territories, and this includes white 
people -- that everyone has the right to work at his 
own pace, to hours ann number of days worked. 

On this basis, Work Arctic did 
not insist that everybody work five days. If a person 
showed up for three days, he was paid for three days' 
work. If a person was late, he was docked pay for 
the hours that he was late. There are many people that 
are not normally morning people, a lot of people prefer 
to work in the afternoons, Where possible we shifted 
our workloads to look after these people so that 
their eight hours may be from noon until on into the 
evening. We had a policy that we discharged no person 
for any cause during the length of the project. 

Of course you must maintain 
some discipline to get some work done. This is recog- 
nized. But we used the one and only thing that we 
felt was fair to use in that we only paid for actually 


the fair hours of work that we received. If we found 


a person for whatever reason, dogging it, as we Say on 
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the job, he was sent home with the suggestion he 
should maybe have a little sleep and return the next 
day, but the length of time that he was taken off the 
j0b would be no more than for one day. If he returned 
the following day, he went back to work and nothing 


further was said about the matter. 





We found that to make this 
type of thing work more effectively, that we broke the 
work force down into small units of from five to ten 
persons, depending on what work was to be done, and one 
of the members of this small force would be appointed 
as the foreman, and in many instances this foreman would 
be elected by the people that were working on this 


crew. The foreman would receive an added amount of | 
money for the work -- for the added responsibility of | 
| 


being foreman. 


| 
' 


The work units were made up of | 


persons who could identify whenever possible, that is | 
if there were units of people that normally went huntin 
or did other types of things together, we tried to get 
these type and make them up into units because we feel 
thatone of the basic problems with the native people is 
that they prefer to work in groups,it's probably part 
of the culture of the area. When work was to be done 
people all got together and did it as a unit rather 
than on an individual basis,and we found that the work 
accomplished when we kept people together this way 
was most satisfactory. Actually we accomplished more 
probably on a workload hour basis than you would expect 


from normal crews. 


—_ 


ok? Hie neley sewed Jody avs oiiahpaatiinnls eat 
Senioten sa 7! .ysh eno tol meds sxom On ad Bivow dot 
pridsjon bas A1ow o3 dosd Joew ed (yeh paiwollo? ed? 

' ,tedsen eft svods bise esw szaddau? 

nits ertem cd sntd bruh atl. bas ie eee 

| ett exowd ew tant aylavidesste stom Atow paLdd to ‘eqyz 
| ned oF evit mout to edtinn Lisme ocni nwob soxcl aatow 
eno has ,anok ed od eaw Atow dadw no paibasgqeb \,enceteq 

| hesateqqs sd bivow eor03 Lisme eldd 20 eredmem sit Fo 





lolvow maorclt eid? aeonetent yusm at bas ,osm@exct afz-es 
1 sint mo prixtow stew Jsid-elgosg edd) yd bedveloved 
20 dnuoms Bebbs ms svisos: blyow asmezot? sxiT ,.weto 
30 yiilidianogees bebbe eft x0t + Azow ene aol yenom 
.tshmezel paisd 

Gass Qu Sbsst erew aziau Axrow sAT 

_ @f tad? .eldierog szevenedw ytisgnabt biuvoo ow erverts 
bestia tnew yileersoan tent siqosq 20 etiay stew sirens Pi 
| sep oF beizs gw ,t9eddepod epmirit Yo zeqys serls0 bib xo 
| beet ow esusoed otinw odat qu mod? exam bas sayd esert 
| al elgosq¢ svigan eft dttiw emeidoxrq oiesd eft to anddsrit 
| #%sq yidadegg e'si,equvonp mi wxow og seterq yers tert 
scob sd ag esw Azow ned foxes eit Io exvtia ent to 
tedster jin 6 a8 4: bib Hna steltepet sop Ils elqosq 

YSW eid xessepos siqosg +q9X aw aertw bedeiigmozon) 
Stom berikitemons, su yilamok . ysotostettsa Isom easy 





(pve. ize: moa 





ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. 435 


29 


30 








BURNABY 2, B.C. 


D. Stewart 


We also used possibly a Boy | 
Scout approach in that where possible, work units were 
set in epineta GOT: to one another, wherever possible, 
This seemed to put an air of competition of a holiday 
competitive type of spirit and possibly a gain spirit 
in the matter of work and made the thing a lot more 
pleasant for everyone concerned. 

Now the foremen that were 
appointed or elected to maintain this position their 
work habits, if they missed days, for example, due 
to things that were not acceptable to the organization, 
that is rather than sickness or something of this 
nature, they just lost their foreman's hat. They were 
not discharged from the organization, they started all | 
over again. We had several foremen that might have S| 
foreman four or five times during the occupation or | 
the work of Work Arctic over the couple of year periods | 


The end result on work,parti- 


cularly clearing, was most satisfactory. As a matter 


of fact, the amount of work accomplished by crews 


divided in this manner were far beyond the wildest 
expectations of engineers and people who were used to 
doing this type of work. I think the same thing pro- 
bably is true of Hire North, which really was an 
off-shoot of Work Arctic when the original concept was 


put together here in Hay River with Mr. Steiner and a 


So really there is nothing 
very complicated about the division of such a work 


group of business people in town . 
force. It is to a certain degree providing special 
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favors, possibly, in the normal concept of the outsider 


as to employment, but we have seen this employment work 


here, we know it's possible, and it's the only way 


that I personally have seen where native people have 


had a fair chance to continue working on any given 


project. 


I think that the satisfying 


thing about such a project, after a couple of months 


of operation, we found that we were getting up to 97% 


of 40-hour weeks from people who had before not really 


been held responsible to show up on a regular basis. 


But in two months' time, working under an arrangement 


such as this, this was accomplished. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much, Mr. Stewart. 


THE 
invite you all to stay fora 
one problem, I'm not sure if 
There isn't? Well, I'll see 
thing to say. Yes sir? 

MR. 
northern training program ~~ 


THE 


do you mind if we swear you in? 


MR. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
COMMISSIONER: I will 
cup of coffee. I've onby 
there is any coffee. 


if anyone else has some- 


FRASER: As far as this 


COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


FRASER: O.K. 


EDWARD FRASER; Sworn: 


THE WITNESS: I'm Ed Fraser 


and I just wanted to ask a few questions on the norther 
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1 training program that they have. 





2 | BHE COMMISSIONER: Sure, go 

3 ahead, 

4 A I understand that the 

3 turnover is quite rapid, there is quite a few people 
6 that are quitting and stuff like that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

7 Do you want to take that 

8 in your hand, Mr. Workman -- I mean the microphone ~- 

9 and -- 
10 MR. WORKMAN: Actually these 
11 are some figures I managed to pick up this morning. I 
12 contacted our Nortrain people. As far as turnover is 
na concerned, the number of people that have entered our | 
14 course since April 30, 1975, is 158, and we're now at | 


15 this figure of 91, | 





16 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


Li What was that date again? 


18 MR. WORKMAN: Since September _ 
a2 sorry, September l, '73. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Do you want 


21 to just start that over again so that we all get it? 


22 MR. WORKMAN: The total number 
23 of people who have been in our course since September 
24 "73 to April 30 '75 is 158. Now there were a few of 

25 these people were on the course prior to that through 





the Alberta Gas Trunk Training Program. The number on 
thetourse today, or in March, was 91, which gives a 

turnover of very close to 50% per year, which consider- 
ing the northern situation and moving people away from 


their home base, is not out of the way. I think most 
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1 industry in the north has a much higher turnover than 

2 50%. Actually we're quite proud of this figure of 50% 

3 turnover, It's nee a 50% turnover in the normal sense 

4 either, in that a lot of the people that have left 

5 the program left to go on to occupations that opened 

6 up because of the training they received. 

4 For example, I can think of 

8 one case -- a couple of cases, actually -- of individuals 

9 who were trained in electronics and are now working for 
10 the C.B.C. as technicians. These are included as turn- 

i Overs. They aren't failures by any means. They are 
2 almost graduates, of course. 
i3 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, in the | 
14 course do you have a set length of time that you regard | 
15 aS appropriate? | 
16 MR, WORKMAN: No, that's up | 
17 to the individual. He can carry on as long as he | 
18 is able to accept more training. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: And what is 
20 the average length of time that the trainees spend 
21. in the programs, do you know? 
22 - MR, WORKMAN: Well, some that 
23 have started prior to '73 are still with us, still 
24 being trained. Some have advanced to the point where 
25 | they are now training the trainees. I can't really 
26 | give you a figure on that. I think the 50% turnover is 
27 as good a figure as I can come up with on that. 
28 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Fraser, 
29 any other questions? Go ahead. 


30 A Well, I've talked to 
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1 quite a few trainees that have worked there and been 


ine) 


down there for a while and it seems like they go down 








3 there and after maybe three months they start learning 
4 and then after three months it doesn't seem like there | 
s) is no job left. You're just following a guy around 
6 | and you're not really learning anything, and you lose 
7 interest, and I think that's why a lot of guys are 
8 quitting because it seems like there's nothing to 
9 carry on. They don't give you a position. They say, 
10 "You're a northern trainee" so they're scared to give 
it you a position. You're just an extra man on shift 
12 work down there, 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Where are | 
14 they working? Are they working in gas pdants, in | 
15 pipeline construction, or what? : 
16 MR. WORKMAN: IN all phases of | 
17 industry from gas plants to -- there's not so much | 
18 involvement with pipeline construction because there's 
19 not that much construction going on. Some are up in 
20 the delta working on rigs up there. Others are working 
21 in oil fields, and various trades, as I outlined 
22 earlier, from electricians to stenos to accountants, 
23 and I'm just amazed to hear that you're getting reports 
24 that the people are not -- the trainees are getting 
25 in the position where they're almost an extra hand. 
26 The only thing I can think of 
27 there is that when they learn one phase of their job, 
28 they are moved on into another area to accept more 
29 training. We don't want to leave them in one spot just 


att doing the same job over and over again, they're moved 
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on to another area for more training. 

A Well, like I was down 
in the training program for over a year and a half and 
it seemed like after the first three months things just 
went downhill and it seemed like there was nothing left, 
there was no progress getting made. They send you 


outto school, but still there's four guys on a shift 


and I was the fifth man on shift, and some guys would 
start working there and you know, you'd have to start 
showing them what to do and everything, but they're 
still making $1.20 an hour more than you. Like they 
had a list on the wall of different positions and wage 
scales, and they had “Northern trainee" and"Northerm 
trainee regular" and it didn't seem after your northern 
trainee regular it didn't seem like there was anywhere 
to go unless you quit and went to work for somebody 
else, because once you're a northern trainee regular 
that's the highest your wage scale went. 

MR. WORKMAN: I just don't 
understand this. Our policies with all the companies 
involved in the training program is to pay the going 
rate for the job, and on top of that the northern 
trainee received extra benefits in the way of accommo- 
dation for himself or his family, or and his family if 
he had a wife and family. 

A Have you talked to any 
trainees that have quit the program, or left the 
program and asked them why they left it, if there was 
good reason to leave it or anything like that? 


MR. WORKMAN: I've not been 








Eo ie aaa aie ee i 


bas 210s ban sume » vo 202 mereong plans of 
Set sas arsmon aes sib ot xh wilt Denes 2 


tat paldson asw sued? oALt banees 2i aes ee ifinawob 3new 


uoy Snee yer saben ptistep peeTQOIq Oe nom. ener 
#iide s no eywp iw0t 2 ‘oxedt ilise sud » Loortoe _odyue 
bluow ayy amok bis ,2iine nt nasi ag3% on eew I _ bas 
tt63% of vas b'woy s wort ody bas eiedt patazow ia 
ax‘ yors jud ,paldtyrsve bas ob oF tedw mors paiwore 
yous eri VOY ast exom ivod as OS.1¢ pnidem {Lise 
epsw ins encitiaeg jtusxe2tib to Ilaw ait AG gall s bert 


mzsizsot" bus "eeniatt axodsx0K" bed yers bre ,eefsor 


| gwzedzaen “voy sedis mese 3t'nbib ti bos "“isivpses eenisx3 





sisriwyss 24w eteds oAtl meee a'nbib 3i szslidpex senters 
ySodamor x0t aArow oF tnew Bas tiup voy sealay op of 
seine: senisid mieniton 6 si'yoY eono savaped ,eels 
.Jmaew olsoe spsw iv0)0y geadyid ea 2@'tsdz 

* mob tant I, +MAMBIOW .AM | | | | 
veinegnoo oft ifs rig kw asinitog xsO eid? baszetebaw 
 RaAtop ont Ysq oF Bi mexpozy sat helibs ent at Seviovat 
amionszoa eds gait io gost ao base ,dof eds 302 8354 
-Gamooos to yew apt ai etilenoed sxius bevisoex senisit 
22 ylins? aif brs to yl inst aid 10 2leemid E+ aaa 
» YL Lm Sns stiw bed od 

yas o¢ badiss yoy evéh 8 A | | 

ade titel 7” maser aft tivp evsed tad peetings 
mer comme 2% 2h Sk Yom? yaw madd beden be maxporg 
Tied attl <a wo 32 piscatber moase? Snep 


r 
need 300 wit enAbcInon 
- Sar = ; Te hla 


; ines me ey a po 










ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. 441 


E, Fraser 


| 
BURNABY "2, Bet. 


directly associated with the program for the last few 
Months, bue 1) i) Sure look into this, Ed. 

A Because I've talked to 
quite a few that, you know, have quit or left and 
it seems like they feel that, you know, they're not 
doing anything. There is no concrete job for them, it's 


just you're ghorthern trainee, you know, you're not as 





good as us so why should you be working here, and it's 





the feeling of a lot of people you work with, they 
Say, "You get your extra benefits," sure you do, but 
they hire guys that are making a lot more that you, so 


really your extra benefits don't really count for that 





much. | 
| 


THE COMMISSIONER: What company: 











were you with? | 
A I was with Gulf Oil. | 
Q And where were you? | 
A In Rocky Mountain House, 
in a gas plant. 
Q Did you say Rocky Mountain 
House? 
A Yes, because I don't think 


the turnover would be that high if, you know, people 
could -- there seemed like there was some -- you know, 
like they talk, you know, there's a real good future 

and stuff, but it seems like, you know, that you're just 
going to be there for the rest -- if the pipeline goes 


through or if it doesn't, you're just going to be there 





following some other guy around because he is from 


down south and knows better, is actually the feeling I 
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KR Val. 

1 got. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thanks 

3 very ‘much, \Mr. idee Is there anything else you want 

4 to add, or any other questions you've got? | 

5 A No. 

6 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

1 very much, sir. 

8 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 

9 | THE COMMISSIONE®: Yes sir? | 
2 

11 AL VAIL, sworn 
12 | THE WITNESS: Good evening, 
13 my name is Al Vail... I've been a northern resident 
14 for about nine years. Perhaps questions I wanted to | 
15 ask of the applicants have been asked before, but I | 
16 have been unable to attend the hearings or get enough | 
1? information about them. : 
18 When I heard you say last | 
49 evening that the project as it's envisioned is the 
20 largest single undertaking in history, it means that 
21 the magnitude must be great. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that's 
23 what Arctic Gas tells me, but let me add a couple of 
24 qualifications, ca ere undertaken by private 

enterprise. Government projects, this will not sur- 


prise you, I suppose, but they've been known to cost 
more than that. But at any rate it's a vast project 
and the superlatives appear to be well chosen so far 
as its extent is concerned and the amount of money 


that will be spent. But anyway, carry on, sir, and 
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A. Vail 


feel free to ask questions of these gentlemen. 

A Yes, I think perhaps my 
questions would be directed at the applicants. Ricstig, 
the information that I have from the little bit of 
reading that I have done tells me that the schedule 
is something like three years, three or four work crews | 
Spaced out along the route. If that is so, I ask then 
why is it not considered from a cost point of view that | 
a longer period of time with smaller crews or less 
crews be considered so that the project be carried 
Over ten years? In my experience, if you try to doa 
thing too fast you have a great deal of waste, and the 
figure was mentioned of something like 100 more barges 
or doubling of the fleet now based in Hay River that 
would be necessary to move the pipe. I think there is 
a great deal of waste because I don't see the volume 
of traffic moving up to that state where 100 barges and 
8 tugs could be used or utilized in five years from 
now. The normal attrition of traffic doesn't decline 
that fast. So they would therefore either be stored 
or ripped apart as scrap and a terrific waste ensue. 

I suggest that perhaps the 
thought might be taken that one-third of the increase 
in barge and shipbuilding might be a reasonable alter- 
native and get the job done as well. 

Esrecall tthat tbackiinm 91968 
there was quite a flurry of activity when Atlantic 
Richfield attempted to get an oil pipeline build down 
the Mackenzie, and as I understand, it fairly nearly 


got through. So we'vewaited this long and we've heard 
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A. Mars 


vast flurry of activity about pipeline for at least 
seven or eight years that I know of, and I know it 
takes a long time v5 Plan@an- activity Of fthiisn ckind | 
and to get it in operation. I'm wondering now about | 


the rush to complete it in three years from the time 





it starts, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Carter, 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Workman? 
MR. WILLIAMS: Well certainly 
a project of this magnitude takes a substantial amount 


of planning and the planning has been going on for a 





period of close to six years now. The oil pipeline | 
that you refer to, I think there were about 15 compan- 
ies in the consortium studying the oil line and of 
course once the Alyeska project was approved, it re- 
duced the requirement for an oil line down the 
Mackenzie Valley because the oil reserves had not been, 


and to my knowledge have not yet been establishedin 
7 


a 


the Canadian Delta, the Mackenzie Delta. yh 
The@mat ter. seetratcnihg out 
the construction schedule has naa a lot of study and 
consideration, and it's in my opinion straight economic 
that the quicker the project can be put into operation, 
once an approval is received, the quicker, of course, 
the company begins receiving benefits from the flow 
of the gas, and the studies done to date indicate that 
the faster it is done, the better the economics are. 
Certainly once a certificate is 
received, there will be a rush to move the project along 


as quickly as possible, and that's the way the schedule 
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A. Vail 


is laid out in the application. On a straight economic 


basis, I would be unable to see that there would be an 
advantage in dénabhay the project or spreading it 
Over a longer period of time. 

A Does your economic con- 
sideration place any value on human conditions or the 
actual dollars that will be expended by individuals 
Or costs suffered in the dislocation, relocations of 
individuals, communities, groups of people? It seems 
to me somebody is going to bear these costs, whether 
it be individuals, government agencies, or some of the 
Other companies actually doing the construction. I'm 
wondering if these are in the projected estimates. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, certainly 
as long as the studies have been goingén these aspects 
have been considered and we had the full cycle this 
afternoon, I think, on this particular topic. The 
variation of the spectrum was certainly wide as to 
personal opinions at this hearing as to what the 
ramifications may be, and these certainly have been 
taken into account by Canadian Arctic Gas since the 
inception of these studies, and this will be dealt 
with in considerable length at another phase of the 
hearing in Yellowknife at a later date. 

iMnesoOrry,- but it's really 
not my field. 

A So the answer then to 
the question is that in your economic consideration 
that you mentioned, no consideration actually was 


given for the human dislocation or relocation? 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well,Mr. 
Vail.antO be~tadcr to. Mx..Williams, and, his,colleagues 
from Arctic Gas, they have filed with the INquiry 
a lot of material to show that they did take the 
human factors and the situation in the communities into 
account. Now, in Yellowknife we're going into this 
in some detail later on in the year,in the fall, and 
it may turn out that they have gone about this in a 
way that we would all think was sound. It may be that 
it will turn out that they haven't. We still have to 
look into that. We'll certainly bear in mind -- that 
is I will and I have no doubt they will -- bear in 
mind the necessity which you've reiterated of keeping 
in mind what the impact will be on the communities and 
the people in the north. 

One of the reasons I'm coming 
here and to other communities is to see what your 
concerns are and to see what your suggestions are -- 
by "you" I mean everybody here -- about this pipeline. 
If they are going to be allowed to be built, to build 
it, what conditions to be laid down, what conditions 
do northerners want to be laid down? That's one of the 
things that I'm anxious to find out about it. 

Do you want to add anything, 
Mr. Carter, to what Mr. Williams said? 

MR. CARTER: No sir. 

A Fine. My concern as 
expressed again goes back to the period of time of 
construction, and we have lived in Hay River for very 


long and seen the dislocation of the Vale Island, 
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Adie Vaasa 


although there were other reasons for a large movement 
of people from the island. In the last five or six 
years there has ne some pressure put on these resident 
ofthe island -- both the residents and the businesses --| 
to move off the island and allow it to be completely 
used for industrial purposes in connection with the 
pipeline and the movement of freight. 


When we consider the magnitude, 





offourse, of the amount of pipe that is expected at 


this point at least to be transported through Hay River, 





it gives us some indication of the type of dislocation 
that will take place and Hay River will be one of the 
most affected places during the construction phase, 

and as a direct result will suffer most when the pipelin 


construction is over, because the pipeline does not 


ae 


really accrue any direct benefits to Hay River once it 
is constructed, other than an increase in the overall 


freight handling, which we project is going to continue 


to flow through Hay River. 

My main location at this time 
is as a farmer, and while I have been engaged in this 
for some number of years I am trying to make a decision 
that was when I was going to drop all my other interests 
and I got short-circuited by Jud Buchanan's announce- 
ment, shortly thereafter in saying that we weren't 
allowed to farm in Northwest Territories. Perhaps 
that's misquoting, but it amounts to much the same 
thing. So I'm, you know, very concerned about other 
dislocations and whether this announced policy is also 


involved very directly in the pipeline proposals, the 
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A. Vail | 
1 Indian land claims of course we know are involved; but | 
2 it does affect quite a number of people who had started 
3 a fairly budding sat industry in the north and are now 
4 being forced off their land or legislated by taxation a 
5 Other restrictive measures to force them off their land, 
6 and these are all direct results ,and I'm very much 
7 involved and very much concerned that I am not going to 
8 be caught in that also. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Vail, 
10 let me just say that what you have suggested will be 
Lat taken into account. Arctic Gas has come along with this 
12 proposal and they've said it will take essentially 
13 three years to build this pipeline. Some northerners | 
14 have said to me as I've gone around the north, "We | 
15 don't want it, period." Others have said, "We don't | 
16 want it until our land claims are settled." Some have | 
17 said, "Wait for ten years to build it." You've said, | 
18 "Stretch it out not over three years but over a longer 
19 period of time, and you won't have to build out what 
20 may turn out to be excess capacity for materials hand- 
21 ling at Hay River and down the river." Others have 
22 said, "Three years sounds fine, let's get started." 
23 So there are a variety of 
24 Opinions and I asked Arctic Gas and Foothills and the 
. native organizations and others to send representative 
26 to this meeting here in Hay River so that a suggestion 
29 that you and other citizens of Hay River have made 
28 can be taken into account because later on in the forma 
29 hearings at Yellowknife I'll expect the pipeline 


30 companies to deal specifically with your suggestions -- 
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Ay Vai 


by “your suggestions" I mean all of the suggestions 
that we've had at these meetings, and you can rest 
assued that I will require them to deal with them. 
Sometimes it's difficult to expect them to reply sort 
of immediately here this evening, that's all, and you 
may think that I'm going easy on then but I'm just 
trying to be fair about it. 

Anything else you want read, 
sir? 

A I think not. Thank you 
very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

MR. STEPHENS: Mr, Chairman, 
we know the pipeline is going to come through anyway. 
We know that's going to happen. No use trying to 
stop it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's 
another point of view. 

MR. STEPHENS: We know 


that already. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder if 


we could have yourhame, sir? 


MR, STEPHENS: My name is 
Bert Stephens and I come from the St. Peters Indian 


Reservation. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr, Peters. I think you, Mrs. Wright, wanted to. 
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Mrs. Wright 


add something? 


MRS. WRIGHT , resumed: 

THE WITNESS: I would just 
like to -- I was just thinking about, what are the 
usual medical services they provide on a project of 
this nature? It just occurred to me that it Aare 
probably be interesting to people here, 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, 
you weren't speaking into the microphone and I didn't 


hear you. 


A I wonder, Mr. Commissioner 


what are the -- if the companies could tell us, what the ussual 


medical services do they provide on a job of this 
nature that has such a vast terrain to it, you know? 
What do they usually set up? 

Q You mean in the camps? 

A Yes, just generally. 
Well, L'll tell you, Tim a.nprse and -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Mr. Peters, we've got someone here that we want to give 
a chance to to speak, so if we're all just kind of 
listening, I think we'll get along a little better. 

A I'm a nurse and I used 
towork here just privately in the early days, and these 
things are just coming to my mind, what do they usually 
set up? It just occurred to me and I wondered if they 
could tell us anything about it. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, thank 


you, Mrs. Wright. 
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2 MR. WILLIAMS:This was medical 

2 service , was it, Mrs. Wright? 

3 A Yes, 

4 MR, WILLIAMS: The general 

5 practice in pipeline construction work is that a quali- 
6 fied First Aid man, usually with an ambulance, works 

7 with the pipeline spread and he's in contact with the 

8 various foremen on the construction, he's in contact 

9 with them by radio and moves to an emergency situation 
10 as required. Now, that's the general practice in the 

BS south on the prairies. 
12 Obviously in the north, things 
i3 are more difficult and will have to be adjusted | 
af accordingly, which may require more First Aid people, | 
15 and certainly aircraft support to take any injured | 
16 people out of the camp that require major attention. | 
1? (WITNESS ASIDE) 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anyone 
20 
ed EDWARD FRASER, resumed: 
22 


| 
| 

19 else who wishes to add anything? Yes sir, Mr. Fraser 
THE WITNESS: When you're 


ay talking about that 50% turnover for jobs, I'd like to 
ee know what arevou comparing it to? If you go down there 
a for a job it's more or less a query if you plan to 

ee spend your life there,am a lot of people work up here 
ad as laborers or just -- or they just want to work for 
i a few months; is that what you're comparing it to, or 
* are you comparing it to people that are making a 

30 


career out of it? 
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1 MR. WORKMAN: The 50% was 
p obtained, Ed, by the total number that were enrolled 
3 on the course over the pezod, September '73 to April 
4 ‘75, 158. There are now 91, that leaves 67 thathave 
5 left the course. 67 over 158 gave us roughly 50%. 
6 A But what I was asking 
, was when you were comparing that with what the turnover 
8 is in Northwest Territories for workers, were you 
9 talking about workers that wanted to make their career 
10 out of this job, or were you just comparing it with 
1] the everyday worker? 
pe MR. WORKMAN: I was just com- 
13 paring it to general labor in Northwest Territories, I | 
14 believe it has a much higher turnover than 50%. For | 
15 example, I think hotel labor runs around 500%. 2 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: In a year? | 
17 MR. WORKMAN: Yes. That may be 
18 plus or minus 100%, but it's extremely high figure. 
19 A Yes, but that's -- like 
20 people don't really want to make their career out of 
od working in a hotel and when people go down to work for 
22 Trunkline or Canadian Arctic Gas, they want to, you 
23 know, they plan on making it their career. So I don't 
24 think that that comparison is very good at all. 
25 | MR, WORKMAN: I think any 
26 | industry in the north is probably higher than 50% 
2% turnover, I think you'll find that the 50% turnover 
28 is probably on the good side. 
29 THE COMMISSIONER: I think 


30 Mr. Fraser may well be making the point that if you 
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E. Fraser 


compared the turnover of northern trainees to the 
turnover in employment with those companies, for in- 
stance the turnover of northern trainees at Gulf, 
with Gulf's other employees, I think he's making the 
point that the figures might not come out in the way 
that you have outlined. I don't know whether that's 
sound, but -- 

MR. WORKMAN: 

I can't give you exact 
figures on that, but I would be surprised if any of 
the oil industry figures turned out lower than that, 

A Well, when I was working 
there, there was, I think, seven northern trainees that 
went through there, and there may be two regular employ 
ees from Gulf that went through. It seems that the | 
northern trainees are a lot higher than the regular : 
employees, : 

MR. WORKMAN: I don't know, Ed. | 
I'm not talking about one particular plant, I'm talking, 
industry in general. 

A And when you mentioned 
fringe benefits, they do have good fringe benefits but 
I remember working on jobs up here when they hired 
people in Edmonton and flew them up, give them a hotel 
room and paid all their meals and everything, plus 
paid them 80¢ or $1. more an hour than a northern guy 
was getting who was hired locally. So if northern 
people are going to work down south, why shouldn't 
they get fringe benefits when southern people have 
been getting it for years? 


MR. WORKMAN: I think wre in 
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in a way, but I think there can be a lot of improvement 
made. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
you, Mr. Fraser. 

A Thank you. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anybod 
else? 

MR. STERHENS: There's no 


point in trying to stop the pipeline because it will 


i agreement there and we recognize that and gave the 
“ northerners benefits when they went south. 
3 A And one other thing I'd 
4 like to bring up is we had a meeting one time with 
5 some people from Calgary, from Canadian Arctic Gas 
6 | office and that, and we had a few beefs and we wanted 
7 to bring them up, and so one guy -- the guy from Gulf 
8 and thefvorthern co-ordinator got up and said, "Well, 
9 look, you guys, look what we're doindgfor you. We're 
10 spending all this money bringing you down here and 
11 training you and we're not getting nothing out of it." 
12 But why I thought they even 
13 started the northern training program was because it's 
14 just a political thing that , "Look if we train all | 
15 these northerners they're going to say, ‘Yeah, build | 
16 your pipeline and gas plants and take it away,'" but | 
1? they're not really giving you a position down there, | 
18 they're just giving you more or less a job. You can 
19 be a trainee for maybe five years. I'm not really 
20 running down the training program because it is good 
24 
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go through anyway. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
can add that to oe list of points of view I gave you 
earlier, Mr. Vail. 

MK, STEPHENS: We know it's 
going to go through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, yes 


Sir, the gentleman at the back, 


DON FERGUSON, sworn: 

THE WITNESS: My name is Don 
Ferguson and I'm a resident of Hay River for the past 
eight years and I've been in the north for several 


years before that, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Ferguson, 


Maybe you'd pull that microphone a little closer so 
the people behind you can hear. Just take your time, 

A I have a few questions 
that I would like you to allow me to ask both of the 
competing companies, if possible. As a northerner and 
aS a Canadian, I think we should be concerned about 
some things such as who is going to own the pipeline 
and who is going to gain most benefit by it? 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 


just before you do that, Mr. Hollingworth, maybe you'd 


like to come up to this table with your colleagues 

so that you're not answering these questions from the 
rear of the hall. There's nothing symbolic in this 
invitation to come forward. 


Go ahead, sir. 
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1 iM I'd. like to ask both | 
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“ companies, does your company intend to include lateral 
3 gas service lines to communities along the route in 
4 the Northwest Territories as part of your total initial 
=) capitalization? If so, how many; and if not, why not? 
6 | THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
7 Mr. Carter, we'll let you go first. 
8 MR. CARTER: In response to 
9 the first question about ownership of the pipeline 
10 company, Mr. Horte, the president in Yellowknife last 
Ll week, outlined the policy, and that policy is that Arcti 
12 Gas intends to have majority ownership of its equity 
13 Capital held by Canadians, equity capital being the 
14 control of the company, and the balance of the capital 
15 being the debt capital, would hopefully be raised, the 
16 majority of it, in Canada; but even if it were not, | 
1? the control would be in the equity capital and in that 
18 way Canadians would have control of the pipeline 
19 company. | 
20 In response to the second 
21 question, as I mentioned earlier, Arctic Gas' position 
a2 is that there are certain communities that it's econo- 
23 mMically feasible to supply gas to, and they would pro- 
oe vide the necessary laterals for that purpose. But the 
2 Hay River lateral, as it's referred to, is not accord- 
26 ing to the studies that have been undertaken by Arctic 
27 Gas or its consultants, an economically feasible pro- 
re posal when you consider what the price of the gas is 
7 going to be to the residents in Hay River compared to 


30 the fuels already available. However, when you consider 
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a number of items that I've outlined, you can see that 
things such as the present subsidies that may exist, 








: you can see that it's a policy decision that can't 
4 merely be made by the pipeline company, but they add | 
: this into their cost, consumers further an down the 
6 line are going to have to bear the cost and the 
: government might very well say, "Well, we're not going 
8 to go along with that." 
4 So the ultimate decision is 
10 up to the government and Arctic Gas says that if the 
Ss government says that as part of construction of a 
a pipeline in Northwest Territories gas laterals should 
ae be supplied and the cost of those should be borne by 
si consumers further on down the line, or the cost should 
ig be subsidized by the government, then Arctic Gas of | 
— course is prepared to go along with that. But they | 
aa say that the decision is not theirs to make, that it 
7 has to be a policy decision by the government and 
= that's for those communities where their studies have 
“ shown that it's not an economically feasible means of 
ae supplying fuel. 
Fi A I have a subsequent 
. question. 
= THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
ai do you want to hear from Foothills on that? 
a A rd yust -Like.co Nave 
mt them clarify one point. | 
che Carry on. 
a A You said that theequity 
30 


capital in this company would be provided -- opportunit es 
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for equity in the company be provided to Canadians. 





What time frame? | 
| 

MR. CARTER: I'm not certain | 

of the time frame but it's not a requirement that all | 
of the equity capital be obtained before the project | 
starts. AS you can understand from the construction 
time-table, certain facilities are constructed in the 


first year, more in the second year, and the third 





year, and so on. So that in that sense it will be 
Spread out over the construction plan. 

A And by the time that the 
pipeline is constmicted we can assume that the Canadians 


will own -- Canadian people will own the company? Will 





| 

{ 

| 
own sufficient shares in the company. | 
MR. CARTER: Over 50%, that's | 


Fight: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Pergusant) 

I might just add something. Mr. Horte gave evidence 

last week at Yellowknife and explained this, and as I 

understood his explanation -- Mr. Carter can correct 

me if I didn't apprecite it -- this project costs 

about $7 billion. They will borrow 5.6 billion and 

the other 1.4 billion will be equity capital, that is 


they will go and ask people to buy shares, so that if 





the equity capital is 1.4 billion, Canadians will have 


to buy $750 million worth of shares. Mr. Horte said 


If they didn't, they would only have a minority interes 
nits Those are -- that's the arithmetic of the 


thing. 


: 
' 


| 
| 
that if Canadians did, they would control the company. 
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Well, do you want to go ahead, 





MR, HUSHIN: With 


respect to the ownership I might say initially that 
Foothills is presently owned by two Canadian companies, 
Alberta Gas Trunk Line and the Westcoast Transmission 
Company. At the present time, Alberta Gas Trunk Line 
owns 80%, while Westcoast owns 203%. The split of the 
Ownership is not indicative of anything in particular 
except that at this time there are only two partners. 
We have not been necessarily attempting to have addi- 
tional partners join us in our project, but should they, 
the reason we would then divide the ownership into the 
company so that sometime we hope that it would generally 
be on a basis of 20% to each company. 
| Now our project is not one of i 
the largest undertakings ever to be undertaken in the | 
world, either in the pipeline category or anything else. 
Our total project cost is just about $4 billion. With 
fis capital outlay we only require some $444 million 
in equity, which we believe is the type of a manageable 
project both from financing and construction that can 
be handled by Canadians in its entirety. It is our 
intention naturally to have complete Canadian equity 
in our project when we reach the financing stage. 
I would like to read just one 
-- one of my colleagues, Mr. Burrell, has pointed out 
to me about northern equity ownership in the pipeline. 


Our policy states that: 


"The pipeline system proposed by the applicant 
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Ae will be located entirely within the Northwest 
y) Territories, and the applicant is committed to 
3 the ectnichied e that the people of the Northwest 
4 Territories will have the right to purchase 
> equity ownership in this pipeline project on 
6 attractive terms,” 
d The second -- should I go on 
8 with the community? Gas communities? 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, cer- 
10 taifily-. 
ce i MR, HUSHIN: With respect, I 
l2 think you are all aware of Foothills’ intention with 
Ls respect to gas to communities. Sometime ago at a 
14 meeting in Yellowknife our president, Mr. Blair, stated | 
15 the policy that Foothills would endeavor and undertake | 
16 to do the survey work, the engineering work, and all : 
27 work associated with the addition to the project of | 
18 facilities in order to serve the communities, knowing 
LY full well at the time that many of these inthe normal 
20 sense of a utility project, would be totally uneconomi- 
2d. Cal It was decided at that time that the cost of 
ce these facilities would be rolled into our project. 
2 At the present time it is our 
24 intention to serve some 11 communities along the 
a Mackenzie Valley and some around the western arm of 
26 | the Great Slave Lake. We have added and included in 
27 our capital cost the capital cost of which, for the 
28 portion in the Northwest Territories, is 2.3 billion 
ao dollars, and that includes $60 million allowed for 


30 the cost of gas service to the communities. 
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I would like to have Mr. Burrell 
just add one more point to this, while we're on the 
subject. Sometime Aue we were invited to come to Hay 
River and meet with the council, which we were very 
glad to do and appreciative of the offer. We so did and 
at that time we stated a second policy with respect to 
gas to communities, that at that time with respect to 
the price of gas, we said that we would do our very best 
to arrange to have gas to the Community of Hay River at 
a cost that was competitive with the cost of fuel oil. 

I might add that that wasn't 
received in thefianner we had expected. It may have 
gone over like a lead balloon, you might say. 

However, since that time we 
have taken some further steps and I think just in order | 
to clarify this particular point which Seems to be 
confusing to some of the people that we've been talking | 
to around town, if Mr. Burrell would add a statement 
that you read the other day. 

MR. BURRELL: When we were 
talking to the Town Council, as Mr. Hushin said, we 
were -- our general policy position was that we would 
provide gas to the communities at prices which were 
competitive with alternative fuel. We did say that that 
was a general position, and that we were in the process 
of developing something more definitive. 

Yesterday afternoon we had the 
opportunity at this Inquiry to state a more definitive 
position, and unfortunately, I think, some people that 


spoke later in the day yesterday did not have an 
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Opportunity to hear what we had to Say, so I wonder 
Di eon perhaps not state the whole policy because 
it's a matter of record, but perhaps I could quickly 
state what the effect of our policy will be on the 
pricing of gas to Hay River. 

It's basically this, that the 


cost of gas delivered to the town gate of Hay River 





will be deemed to be the same price as the gas at the 
terminus of the Foothills Pipeline, which is the 

60th Parallel, although I think one must realize that 
the actual fair share cost of that will be considerably 
hiher than that. In other words, the gas to the town 
gate of Hay River will be the same price as the gas 
which Foothills delivers to Trunk Line and Westcoast, 


which are the two connecting pipelines that Foothills 


jOins with, 

As I stated yesterday, the 
pricing arrangement, this pricing arrangement would 
apply only to the gas used for residential and commer- 
cial purposes, and for gas used in the generation of 
electricity to service these two categories of customers 
A special rate would be developed for industrial custo- 
mers as the industrial customers develop, and the reason 
for this is that each industrial customer's load will 


likely vary, and there may be a need in some cases to 





add additional facilities in order to serve the potential 
customers, We would want to know what is involved 
before the rate structure is established. 

With respect to the cost of 


gas to residential and commercial customers, with the 
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D. Ferguson 


policy position that we've taken, we've estimated 





that the cost of gas to Hay River to the consumers of 
Hay River will be approximately 50 to 60% of what we 

forecast will be the cost of fuel oil. So we consider | 
that to be quite competitive with the alternative 7 
fuel, 50 to.60%, actually. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can I es 
up on that, Mr. Ferguson? You're saying you would charg 
people in Hay River for natural gas 50 to 60% of what 
they now pay for fuel oil, and I'm glad you brought 
this up, Mr. Ferguson, because that makes it a lot 
clearer than it was yesterday. 

What -- so that a person who 
wants to heat his house with natural gas in Hay River | 
would get it at that 50 to 60% rate of conventional | 
-- cost of conventional fuels and you said commercial, | 
I take it that means a man running a hardware store, 
something of that sort? 

MR. BURRELL: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But indus- 
trial users, you mean Giant Mines or Pine Point, that 
sort of thing? They would pay what you call a special 
rave, 

MR. BURRELL: Well, we would 
have to develop what we consider -- or we would have 
to look at a special rate because depending upon the 
load we wouldn't know what additional facilities might 
be required to add to theplant in order to provude the 
gas service it requires, so we'd have to look at -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think they 
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BURNABY 2, B.C; 
D. Ferguson 
know what a special rate is. 
MR. BURRELL: I wanted to 


Clarify this 50 to 60%. As we said yesterday, we are 


in the transportation of gas and not -- we don't have | 


any involvement with the gas processing or thefProducing 
or the distributing, and the price that we've developed, 
for the purpose of this comparison we've assumed that 


the cost of gas, as I said yesterday, at the plant would 








be a dollar, and that the cost of distributing the 

gas would be about $1.50, and we've developed these 
costs of distributing gas based upon estimates that were 
provided to us by people that are in the gas distribu- 
tion business, they design, build and operate gas 
distribution systems. The prices, I might add, the 


prices that we're looking at are in the mid eighties. | 





A My next question actually 


covered that. I was going to ask you how much the gas | 

would cost. You've answered it, Mr. Burrell, and I don't! 
Suppose Arctic Gas will want to mention anything else, 
as they're not considering putting in gas lines into 
communities, 

THE COMMISSIONER: They say -- 

is Not as part of initial 
capitalization, not as part of their original plan 
unless by -- if I'm correct -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: They say that 
if that's what is finally decided they will go along 
with it. At any rate, carry on. I shouldn't be 
interrupting, 


A Do you propose .to sell 
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D. Ferguson 


Canadian-produced gas to foreign markets? 

MR. HUSHIN: Our project is 
only considering the movement of Canadian gas from 
the Mackenzie Delta-Beaufort Basin area to serve 
Canadian markets, both east and west in Canada, and 
of course in the communities along the way. Our 
project is also scaled so that in the initial years 
the volume that we are transporting comes very close 
to matching the Canadian requirements at that particula 
time. So there is no intent on our part for any 
movement of gas to the United States or other foreiaqn 
outlets. 

MR. CARTER: Arctic Gas' policy 
is to transport Canadian Gas to Canadian markets only, 
and American gas to American markets, so that there is 
no transportation of Canadian gas to American markets. 

A I would like -- is this 
during all stages of the pipeline, following pipeline 
construction, or is there going to be a trade between 
the prices, could it possibly be that Canadian gas 
would be put into the line first and later on American 
gas would flow into the line maybe a year or two later 
and then that gas would be sent to Canadian markets? 

MR. CARTER: This proposal has 
been suggested but as I recall, the question was put to 
Mr. Horte last week and he said that the present plans 
were not to go that way, and that Canadian gas would 
only go to Canadian markets at any time, even in the 


first year. 
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D. Ferguson 


A One more question. What 
percentage of labor, materials, and manufactured goods 
of construction companies will be Canadian? I imagine 
that's a rather difficult question to answer, but I | 
would just like to get a ball park figure. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you're 
saying that for instance the pipe, will it be manufac- | 
tured in Canada, and you're saying the construction 
companies, will they be Canadian companies or other 
companies, is that essentially what you're after? 

A Right. 

MR. HUSHIN: Well, as far as 
Foothills' is concerned, our overall Canadian content | 
is about 86%, which is about as high a content as you 
can achieve. I think I stated the other day that our | 
pipe, because of its size, its diameter, and its wall | 
thickness, can be produced totally in Canada, which 
adds to our Canadian content considerably. It can be 
produced by numerous mills,all the large diameter mills 
in Canada. 

As far as the contractors are 
concerned, we believe that there are sufficient pipeline 
spreads in Canada and will be at the time of constructio 
to have those be all Canadian, and it is our intent as 
much as possible, as you know we are sometimes called 
the Maple Leaf Project, so naturally we would be strivin 
to have as much Canadian content as is absolutely 
possible, 

MR. CARTER: The present 


estimate -- and it's only an estimate because of course 


| 
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i it ultimately depends upon bidding and what-not, but 
2 Arctic Gas' best estimate at the present time is that 
3 70% of materials would be obtained by direct Canadian 
4 procurement, 
> A Does that mean -- 
6 "procurement", that's a pretty big word -- does that 
7 man that a Canadian company is going to procure the 
8 materials from Canada or can they get them from outside 
9 our borders? 
10 MR, CARTER: I'm not sure 
11 how detailed an explanation I can go into-- 
le A Where is it going to be 
13 manufactured? 
14 MR. CARTER: -- at the present 
Be time, but our economic advisor here could probably go 
ie into it. I don't know whether that's helpful or not. 
MM? He'd have to be sworn, 
ae THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm 
- sure it will be helpful and I think that we can go 
2p ahead and do that. 
2a 
22 WAYNE TRUSTEE, sworn: 
23 THE WITNESS: My name is Wayne 
24 Trustee. On the procurement question, as Mr. Carter 
ee mentioned, our estimate is that the procurement from 
26 | Canadian companies would be at the order of 70%. I might 
2g note in that that a large percentage of the pipe is 
28 expected to come frmm Canadian mills. As has been noted 
<2 else-- earlier in these hearings, the Stelco Mill in 
30 


Welland, Ontario, has the capacity to produce 48-inch 
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pipe to the specifications required, and certainly it's 


Arctic Gas' intention to take advantage of that. Now 


} 
the question about to what extent this procurement | 
results in goods or materials being purchased abroad | 
and then brought into Canada, as you are probably aware 
for most Canadian industry there is a large measure 

| 


of foreign content in goods that are either fabricated 


in Canada or in the form of raw materials that are 





brought in. We've made some estimates of this, and our 
estimates indicate that with all of those kinds of 
indirect effects taken into account the Canadian conten 
is still well in excess of 50%. 

MR, FERGUSON: Thank you. I 
have a question to Foothills Pipeline. case there 
happens to be a mine open up fairly close to the 


pipeline, is it possible to put additional laterals to 





that mine, assuming that you're going to have a fairly : 

active mine over a long period of time? | 
MR. HUSHIN: I think we'd 

have to give something like that a motherhood statement. 

WE'd have to know really what the details of the projec 

were in its entirety, and it may be something beyond 

the complete possibility of our accomplishing that. 

I think the only thing that we could state is that 


we would give it as much consideration as is possible 





and if there is a way to achieve that, I think it's 
something that we would carry on with our basic ee 
ophy in attempting to provide that gas with theproviso 


that it isn't something that is just beyond the realm 


of possibility. I think you'd have to know the 
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quantities, the project, the use and what-not. 


MR. FERGUSON: Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 


Mr. Ferguson. 


(WITNESS 








ASIDE) 


MR. CARTER: Mr. Commissioner, 
the figures that you recited, about the equity finan- 
cing, I may be like you, I understood at the time Mr. 


Horte gave them and forgotten except the result of the 


1.4 billion and the 700 million being 50%, and Mr. 


Trustee has got those and he can give the outline of 


that, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly. 


A Well, Mr. Commissioner, 


just to correct the record on that, of the $7 billion 


that is the total project capital cost, 5.6 is required 


to be generated externally. The remaining 1.4 billion 


will be generated after gas begins to flow through the 


transmission revenues received for flowing that gas. 


Q Yesyuyoucre.right. 


A 25% is;1.4. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


else? Yes; Mrs. Wrignt? 





THE COMMISSIONER: Anyone 


MRS. WRIGHT, resumed: 


THE WITNESS: 


Is there a charg 


for this gas at the well-head? Could I ask that ques- 


tion? Does the Canadian Government receive some payment 
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S. Lan 


Mrs, Wey 
for it, when it comes out of the ground am it's used, | 
or how is this requlated? I'm just interested. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Trustee? 
We're relying heavily on you now that it's after ten 
oO"Elock® 


MR, TRUSTEE: Yes, there is 


a charge at the well-head for the gas. There is a 





royalty that is paid to the Canadian Government or 
whatever government bodies are appropriate on that 
gas, and then there is a well-head price that ultimately 
is charged to the consumer, 

MR, HOLLINGWORTH: Perhaps 
it would clarify it a bit if it was stated that the 
Canadian Government owns all the mines and minerals 
rights in the Northwest Territories, and as the owner 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of this,these minerals, is entitled to the basic royalty 
on the gas that comes out of the well-head, the producer, 
also getting something for having gone to the trouble | 
Of drilling the well and producing the gas. 
MR. CARTER: Is Mr. Bell here? 
7HE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I must 
be missing something. Oh, Mr. Bell, yes. Yes, Mr. 


Lantz? 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


STAN LANTZ, resumed: 


THE WITNESS: I'd like to ask -- 


that microphone has been very well placed right behind 


THE COMMISSIONER: You know, 
a pillar so that -- 
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A I'd like to ask Arctic 


| 
S. Lantz ke 
Gas ~-- they just said a few minutes ago that they would | 


not be transporting Canadian gas to American markets. 





It's my understanding that the gas is needed at Prudhoe 
Bay to withdraw the oil that they have in the reserves 


there, as part of the process. I'm not an engineer 


but it seems to me that this is essential to their 
~- to getting the oil out of the reserve, and that this 
natural gas would have to be left in with the reserve 
for a nu mber of years until the major portion of the 
gas were removed. Is that correct? 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm not sure of 
the question. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me | 
a minute, I think we'll just stop for about five minutes. 
I have to give the official reporter a break because | 
he has the toughest job of any of us, and we'll just 
let Mr. Carter and his colleagues think about that for | 
a minute. We'll just stop for five minutes and stretch 
our legs and then we'll resume and we'll resume with 
your question, don't worry, Mr. Lantz. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 10:10 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 10:20 P.M.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we'll 
come to order again, Mr. Waddell, and let Mr. Lantz 
ask his questions of Arctic Gas and Foothills. 

Go ahead again, Mr. Lantz. 

A My question is: Is the 
gas at Prudhoe Bay necessary to be left in 


its present state in order to extract the oil which is 
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5, Lantz 


1 
there? 
ys) 
MR. CARTER: I'll defer to an 
3 
engineer on that. 
4 
A The pressure in order to 
3 


take the oil out of the reserve, 
MR. WILLIAMS: Unfortunately, 


none of us here are reservoir engineers. However, 





I'll try my best at an explanation. 

Gas at Prudhoe Bay and several 
other areas in the world appears in more than one 
manner. In the oil field at Prudhoe Bay there is gas 
in solution with the oil. There is probably a gas cap 
over the oil formation. In addition to that, there 
are straight gas wells at Prudhoe Bay, a relatively 
dry gas field. 

Now before a line, a gas line 
gets to the Prudhoe Bay field, there will be oil being 
produced for the Alyeska system, and gas will be pro- 
duced in solution with that oil. In the initial per- 
iod the producers on the North Slope of Alaska will 
reinject that oil into the formation, that is back down 
into the formation that it came from. There is an 
economic limit that this procedure can be carried out, 
and a gas pipeline from the area will be necessary to 
take -- carry that gas that is in solution. You can't 
keep reinjecting it economically for an indefinite 
period. In addition to that, there will be gas avail- 
able from the relatively dry gas field areas. 

A Will that be enough gas 


to keep the pipeline going? I mean if you're going to 
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S. Lantz 


have a 48-inch pipeline pumping trillions of cubic 
feet of gas, how much, what percentage will be coming 
from Prudhoe Bay fn the beginning, and what percentage 
will be coming from the delta? 

MR, WILLIAMS: The quantities 
as shown in the application suggest that in the third 
year of operation there would be 2% billion cubic feet 


per day flowing from Alaska and 1% from the delta, 





The fifth year projections, I think, get up to 2% from 
each area, 

A Well, this -- the latter 
figure that will be shipped from the delta, is that 
going to be used in Canada? I mean it seems to me that 
the ratio there would be 2 to 1 and isn't the United 
States going to be the major buyer of that gas? I can't 


see Canada buying one trillion cubic feet of 





gas to every two that the United States buys. 

MR. WILLIAMS: The studies 
done by Canadian Arctic Gas indicate that there will 
be a market in Canada for the gas coming from the 
delta. I should add, though, that the volume coming 
from Prudhoe Bay is a very small percentage of the 
total gas consumption in the United States. 

A What you're saying in 
effect then is that the Canadian gas from the delta 
will be shipped then to United States. 

MR. WILLIAMS: No sir, I 
don't think I said that. I said that the projections, 
the studies done by Camadian Arctic Gas indicate that 


there will be a market for the gas produced from the 
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| 
S. Lantz | 
J. Walker | 
My Mackenzie Delta. | 
2 A O.K., there will be a | 
3 market, but what will that-- will that market be large 
4 enough to buy all of the gas which will be shipped from 
5 the delta? | 
6 | MR. WILLIAMS: It is my under- 
‘| standing, Sin,. that, that, is correct. | 
g | MR. LANTZ: That's all the | 
9 questions I have. | 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
ll My. wantz. 
b2 (WITNESS ASIDE) 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anyone | 
14 else? Yes sir. Come forward, sir, if you wish. | 
15 | Well, let's swear you in. | 
16 | 
D7 JACK WALKER, sworn: 
18 THE WITNESS: My name is Jack | 
19 Walker... First off I'd like to say that the talk Mr. | 
20 Tetrault gave earlier covered things quite well, as 
ral far as I'm concerned. Speaking for myself, I would 
PAP) like to see the pipeline go through. I'd liketo see as 
| much of the business done in the Territories as possible, 
ll buti'm quite fearful that a lot of the business that 
ol could be done in the Territories by people such as 
26 myself will be lost to other southern people, southern 
27) contractors and business men, for the simple reason 
28 | that right now we cannot get funding if we need it. 
BY Maybe it's lucky, maybe it's 





30 good management, but I hope it's the second. I haven't 
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30 


J. Walker 


needed any to date, but if I did I'm quite sure it 
would be very hard to come by. It's been said that 
the Industrial Gevelopment Bank and other lending 


institutions do lend money but to people that already 





have enough, People such as myself that would need 
capital for expansion, would have a hard time coming 
by it.Now I think that there can be provision made by 


the government, Territorial or (Federal Government, for 





help for people such as myself. 

There's been here in Hay River 
many people sent ater other companies, by companies 
from the south to do work that can be done in Hay River 

by ~- I'm speaking for myself and for my company -- 
that can be done better, I feel, by my company and by 
my employees here. The reason that they're sent in, 
I'm just not quite certain, whether there isn't trust 
in the ability of northern residents, or exactly what 
it is; but if there could be some provision at least 
put to the government, to see that small businesses 
in the Territories are looked after. The pipeline 
and the following completion of the pipeline will be 
very worthwhile to all northern residents. Failing 
this, there is going to be many of the residents that 
do in fact get passed right by. 

I also say that Hay River and 
all the other settlements in the Territories that the 
pipeline will a feee tached be provided with gas at 
a very reasonable price, very reasonable cost to us, 
even less than that of say, Edmonton-Calgary area, for 


the simple reason that the gas does belong to the 
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| 
J. Walker 
i Northwest Territories. We're not a province, but some 
2 day we will be and you might be fighting the same sort 
3 of battle with fie you're fighting with many other 
4 groups. We're a minority group and we will be a minorit 
5 group for quite a while, but you might find yourself 
6 | fighting the same battle over who owns the gas and the | 
7| land, with the combined Territories, not separate 
8 groups. Then you might be in trouble. Really that's all 
9 I have to say. I'm not used to speaking in front of a 
10 bunch of people, I'm quivering here a little bit, so 
Tae I think I‘ll just get up and leave. | 
i THE COMMISSIONER: You've done 
3 very well, sir. Thank you very much. | 
14 (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
15 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, anyone | | 
16 else? Well, I think then we'll adjourn. I want to | 
1t7 thank you all for coming yesterday and today, and I | 
18 certainly appreciate the time and trouble you've taken | 
ag to think about these things and to bring your views 
20 forward here. I really am grateful to all of you. 
21 We will be adjourning then 
22 until tomorrow and tomorrow we will start our hearing 
. at 1:30 in the afternoon at the New Indian Village, and 
24 | we will hold our hearing at the New Indian Village 
D>; tomorrow afternoon at 1:30 in the New School Building, 
26 | which I understand is next to the Community Hall. So 
pal we are going to see some of you there, we'll look 
28 forward to that, and let me again thank you all for 
29 coming yesterday and today to our meeting here in the 


30 Legion Hall. So thank you again, and I'm afraid I can' 
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a offer you any coffee tonight. 
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and 
IN THE MATTER OF THE SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
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OPERATION AND SUBSEQUENT ABANDONMENT OF THE ABOVE 
PROPOSED PIPELINE. 


(Before the Honourable Mr. Justice Berger, Commissioner) 
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New Indian Village 
Hay River, N.W.T. 
May 30.) Lowa. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'll 
call our meeting to order. Those of you who are at the 
back, please feel free to come and take some of these 


chairs at the front. Well, I am Judge Berger, and I 





have been asked by the Federal Government to conduct 
an Inquiry into the proposal to build a pipeline to 
bring gas from the north to Southern Canada and the 
United States. 
The purpose of my being here | 
today is to hear what you have to say about the pro- | 
| 
posal to build a pipeline and all of its ramifications, | 
and to give you an opportunity to state what you think, 
to tell me what you think about the pipeline and to | 
ask any questions that you may want to ask. I'm here | 
to listen to each one of you, and to consider what you | 


have to Say. 


I think I should say that 
if this pipeline is built we are told that it will mean 
that there will be 400 men employed at Hay River to 
build a stockpile site, where they will store the 
pipe. Then there will be 400 men employed there on 
the stockpile site for about three years, to load and 
unload the pipe. They will have to add to the number 


of tugs and barges on the river, so that they can carry 





twice as much in the way of goods and materials as they 


do now. So that if the pipeline is built, Hay River 
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ik will be a much bigger place than it is now. There will | 
2 be more people living there, and it will be very busy 
a for at least Bree or four years, and maybe for longer 
4 than that. 
5 We havering invitation, some 
6 | of the people from the two pipeline companies, Arctic 
a Gas and Foothills Pipelines here today, and later on 
3 | if you want to ask any questions I'll certainly tell | 
9 them to come forward and answer them. But my main | 
10 | purpose here today is to listen to what you have to : 
abe Say and so far as I can, to answer any questions you | 
2 have. 
13 If you want to say anything 
14 to me, you certainly may simply do so where you are. 
ies) You can stand up or you can remain seated, whatever 
16 suits you best. So having said that, I think we can 
7H begin now. : 
18 Mr. Jackson, should what I 
1) just said be translated? 
20 MR AU ACKSON:S It showidsrMr. | 
ou Commissioner, 
eee THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
23 has our translator been sworn? > 
24 MR. JACKSON: No. 
25 | THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
26 | sir, we just have to swear you in. It will only take 
ei a moment. Forgive me. | 
28 (ALBERT NORN SWORN AS INTERPRETER) | 
29 | THE COMMISSIONER: Now if you, | 
30 Chief Sonfere , or any member of the Band Council wien 
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Chieful. confrere 


to make a statement, certainly I'd be happy to hear | 
from you now, whatever you wish. 

| CHIEF TOM SONFERE: not sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: He's really 

thanking you people for coming over and coming to the 
village here with the Band members on this side to 
discuss this pipeline. We heard all what people are 
Saying about the pipeline and we seen quite a few 
pictures of it, and we pretty well know what's been 
going on, and we pretty well know what to say on it. 


He says he's so thankful that 





he knows there is some people that are trying to help 
them. He says the way things look now, he says, I 
know that there is quite a few people willing to help 


us, and when we try and help one another like this, he 


says, we'll go ahead because we'll be stronger to do 
something for ourselves, 
He says not very many days 


-- a few days ago, that's when they moved this school 





on this side, that's why we're sitting in a better 
building to talk about that today. 

He says these three councillor 
sitting here with him at the table today, they're all 
employed and they're working, but they're really try- 
ing their best to make things look better for all these 
othereople across to visit him -- to visit us. They 
hope to have a better place where the people can 
gather together here, and that's what they're really 


working on, but things sure take time once they start 
on something like this, it takes quite a while before 
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Chief T,. Sonfere 


they can set something up like this. 





He's just thanking everybody 
that came over here to work with the people and try and 
help people. That's why he brought this up. | 

For his own part, he says, about 
this pipeline, he says for us native people, if you're | 
really going to stop and think about the pipeline, he 
says, just like they're not ready to let the people 
go ahead with the pipeline yet. 


He says first time when they 


paid out treaty to the native people in the Northwest 





Territories, very first time when they paid treaty, the 
government made a promise to the Indians in the North- 


west Territories and what was said to the people when 





they paid treaty, the first time, they said we Stra 
remember all those and we're still keeping it in mind. 
He says at the time when they | 
paid out treaty, what the chief from the Band and the | 
government official, they made a promise to each other | 
when the government paid out this $5. to the Indian | 
the first time, well they made a promise. From there | 
on till this far we are going to try and keep what kind | 
of a promise they made that time, and we're going to 
try and help one another because when they paid out 
treaty they just wanted to make peace with the Indians, 
that's why they paid treaty, and they made a promise 
at that time, by rights we should hang onto that pro- 
mise as long as we live, and we should always keep 


that in mind. | 
He says for us native people 
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Chief T. Sonfere | 


in the Northwest Territories, ever since we got this 





$5. from the government, he says, we're sitting here 
and we're not sitting here for nothing, he says. We | 
are here to do something for ourselves and we're always | 


Erving toecouthat., 


He says that for his own part, 





he says, what the government made a promise, when the 
government made a promise to the Indians the time they | 
paid out treaty, when they made a lot of different | 
promise about the laws and everything, but he says 

I don't think they're keeping their promise until today, 


For his own part he says that's the way he's looking 





att, | 

He says when those promise : 

all made in them days, he says, right today we haven't | 

| 
got no copies of anything yet but when we stop and | 
think about it, he says, a lot of things were promised | 
to us in them days, and I don't think it's all the | 
same today. It's: a lot different. : 

At that time they talked about 
the laws and what kind of a law they're going to be 
made, and right up today when everything is different, 
even the policy, there's a new policy and a lot of 
things are changed ever since, and not half of the 
native people doesn't know all what is changed. 

Yes, he says by rights, he 
says they shouldn't try and bring anything up in our 
land yet because there is quite a few things we can 
live off the land yet, and then when you stop and 


think about those things and you think about the 
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L promise that was made right at the first treaty, for 
2 his part he doesn't think they should let them go ahead 
5 on that pipeline eee unless there's quite a few things 
4 got to be settled yet. 
5 Yes, he says maybe you people 
6 | notice something among the native people. He says that 
7 even in Hay River here when you look around like this 
8 it's just like people are not prepared for anything 
9 like this yet, but he says they haven't settled 5 aot 
10 yet, and they shouldn't try and push anything like that 
Pi in the Northwest Territories amongst the native people 
12 yet, because they've still got -- they still make their | 
i3 living off the land and they got a lot of other things | 
i4 to think about yet. | 
15 | That's the reason that people 
16 in the Northwest Territories, they want to wait till 
27 | they might let the pipeline go through but they want : 
18 to work on it. Even the Brotherhood of the Northwest 
i9 Territories are trying hard and they're really working 
20 hard on it, and they just want to wait. It's going to | 
21 take time to settle quite a few things, but it's better 
22 | to take time instead of rush everything right away. 
23 Yes, he says he brought these 
24 things up on these, but he says even this building, 
25 | they just moved it across here not too many days ago. 
26) He says it might take about 15 years or so before 
27 they're going to know what kind of a person is going 
28 to do the job. Everything is like that, he says. Takes 
29 time, takes time, you just can't rush nothing. You 


30 can't push nothing right away because you have to work 
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on it and it takes time to work on it. 

Yes, he says in this Hay River, 
these native people don't start these things on their 
own. He says it's beeing going on for years and : 
years, and older generation and what they used to 
gO, how they used to go about things, they still do 
the same thing. He says they Barn from them and they 


have to keep on trying, trying for themself up till 





today. 


He says ever Since they start 


talking about this pipeline, he says, sometimes we | 
often stop and think and he says I find that we're not | 
ready to let them go on the pipeline yet. I don't think | 
it's time for them to start yet because there are | 
a lot of things got to be settled and a lot of things 
got to be done yet. 

He says right in Hay River 


alone, he says, how we used to live before the white 


man came amongst us. He says we used to live a lot 


back, he says, it's a lot different than what it used 
to be before the white man came to this Hay River. 
He says that's all he's got 
to bring up to you now, but there is ome council here 
that's going to tell you how we used to live before the 
white man came amongst us, and up till today, and he's 
going to say something on that. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: May we have this 


different in them days. Up till today when I look 
councillor's name? 
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7 JIM LAMALICE: sworn: 
2 | THE INTERPRETER: Jim Lamalice. 
3 He said he's thank ful for all these people who came 
4 across to be with him today and discuss a few things, 
5 what's on their mind with you people, and then he says, | 
6 | he's happy to say a few words here because his chief 
7| done the talking and now he told him to say a few things 
8 so he's going to say a few things to you. | 
9 Yes, he says it seems to us that 
10 there is more white man than the native in Hay River. 
ET There is not enough of us people in here but he says | 
L2 that's why we've got our leader here, he says our | 
3 chief is sitting here with us. Whatever he says, | 
14 we've got rise to help him, we have to work together | 
L5 and try and go ahead. Whatever he says, whatever he | 
16 want us to do, we have to do. We are going to do the : 
i) same as our chief does. | 
18 He says like his chief told | 
» you about what the people were like before the white 
29 man came to his town, he said. Even himself, he's 
21 66 years old and he knows what went on and how things 
22 happening and what a lot of different things went on. 
23 He says he knows it all. 
24 He says when you look at it 
25 | today, he says, I guess there is all kinds of help the 
26 | natives could get, but in the older days it never 
27 used to be like that, he says. Maybe there was some | 
28 government could help the people but he says native 
23 people never used to wait for the white man's help, | 





30 and they always went ahead and tried to help themselves 
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But he says today when you look at it, it's different. 
He says for himself, when he 
is stopping things back, he says how good the INdians 
used to live in Hay River before the white man came; 
but after the white man came into this country, even 
into Hay River, he says, there is a lot of different 
things the white man brought. He says that's not 
putting us ahead but it always keep us going backwards 
all the time, and there's a lot of different things 
that they are trying to make the people weak with, 
and make the people foolish. I've seen it all and I 


know it all. 


He says ever since they starte 


talking about this pipeline, while there is quite a 
few things, they must have asked the government for 
a lot of things before, but when the native people 
want to ask the government for something, well it 
takes time, it doesn't do it right away. Sometimes 
it doesn't do it. But he says that's why the Indians 
think the same way about this pipeline too, because 
they want to take their time on it and maybe they 
don't want to let it go through, that's the same as 
they're talking to somebody else. If they're asking 
for help well sometimes they don't get it. But this 
way they want to go ahead with the pipeline, they 
want to go ahead just like that, well that's got to 
be stopped and it's got to be tdadked about and thinked 
it before they might let them do it. 


Yes, he says we're sitting 


in here today just like you people came in and asked sal 
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"What do you think about the pipeline?" 

Well, he says, for my part, 
he says I'm Bain ee tell you what I think about the 
pipeline. So what's going to happen? They're going to 
kill all the trees and they're going to spoil our 
land, and us native people, we don't want that, he 
says we don't want nobody to tear up all our land and 
just leave everything scattered all over and make a 


mess of it. He says that's going to be bad for the 


native people because they're still making their living 


off the land. 

Even today, he says, a lot 
of our people are pretty poor. We ask government to 
give something to our people, he says. Sometimes they 
refuse them, and the people are poor, but if they 
let them go ahead and put the pipeline through and 
they tear up all our land and they kill all our trees, 
they're going to put us in a worse spot,they're going 
to make the Indians poor-- more poor than what they 
are today. 

They're not only thinking 
about themselves, but they have to look after their 
band behind them, and for the coming future that's 
what we're talking about because we know what's going 
to happen the coming future. We're afraid thatour 
band people are going to be more poor than what they 
are today, that's what we're afraid of, that's why 
we're talking for them today, we're not only talking 
for ourselves, but he says we're talking for all our 


people in Hay River. 
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i He says for his part, he 

2 says, even they came and asked him if they wanted to 

3 get the pipeline through, he says he's pretty sure 

4 there is quite a few people wouldn't allow that peta ne 
> to go through, that's the way he feels about it. : 
6 | Yes, he said you heard this 

7 shortly after the meeting started, what my chief said | 
8 to you. This is our land, he says, and before the white | | 
9 man came amongst us, he says, we didn't start this | 
10 ourselves, he says. The older generation not start 
ou this place. Each place is like that, and they kept | 
2 following us, but he says what the chief said to you | 
13 about the first treaty when the government paid out | 
14 the first treaty and make what kind of a promise to | 
15 the natives, and over half of it is not kept. He says 
16 that's the way he feels about it, too. | 
ny Yes, he says we're calling 


‘ 


| 

" ourselves treaty Indians right from Hay River all the | 

19 way down Mackenzie River, he says. How come, he says, 

20 every settlement, just like the white man comes along 

21 and they're not trying to let the native people go | 

22 ahead, but they seem like they're making these native 

23 people getting poorer and poorer all the time, he 

24 says. They come into this country, not to get us well | 

25) off, heSays, but they'd sooner see us poor, and they're 

26, making all the money down on thisland of ours. Therefor 

27 we got rights to talk for ourselves and we got to talk 

28 about our land, because this is our land. He says I | 

23 bet you anything, he says, it was not white man that 

30 ever built the first house down Mackenzie River before | 
| 
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the Indians did because Indians was here before the 
white man, and white man came after and they ve taken 
everything away from the INdians and they don't give 


nothing back. 


He could remember before the 
white man ever started anything in Hay River, he Says, 
they used to live a lot better than what they are 
today because they'd go out trapping, they could go 
out hunting, and they eouldke en go out on thelake 
and set a net and they used to get more fish, and when 


they go out hunting they used to kill more. But look 








at it today, when you set net out on the lake you don't 


catch enough. You go out in the bush to do any hunting, 


you don't get enough. 

And look at it today, he 
says, this is ours, we make a living on it, he says. 
Fishing, trapping and hunting, he says, how come, he 
says, nowadays if we want to set net, we want to go 
out trapping, we want to go hunting, hunting moose, 
we got to have licence before we can go? 

In our land, he says, we're 
living in our own land, he says. When we stop and 
think about it like this, how come the white man does 
this to the Indian? It's just like we don't know 
what they are trying to do with the Indian. We don't 
know half what they're trying to do. 

Yes, he says, even today he 


-is sitting at the table and I'm talking here to you, 


he says. Sometimes I feel I shouldn't talk to himes Bu 


he says you came over here to help the people, and 
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you're going to try and help the people, that's why 
you're sitting here with us, and he says just like I 
got knowledge, my chance to tell him what I think might 


help me. Thats the way I think about my people, that's , 


why I'm talking to you today. 
He says we're sitting here, | 
we're not going to make a big promise, we're just going 


to forget about it, no. He says I know you are sitting 





in here today with us. You're just going to write down 
whatever we tell you, you're not going to turn around 
and throw it away and just forget about it. Like 
what the white man's been doing right along, he said, 
We've got to have somebody to help us, and if we think 
that's the right guy there to help us, therefore then 


we start) talking, to: him, 


Yes, he says, when you stop and 


look around, he says, the white man brought something 





amongst the people that made the people poor, but he 
Says look at all those native people sitting in here, 
he says. They know what's going to happen to their 
land if they let the pipeline go through, and he says 
do you think the people are going to say, "0O,K., you 
can go ahead and start the pipeline." They're scared 
to say "O.K." because they know what's going to happen 
to their land, am that's what they're afraid, that's 
why everybody is talking against it. 

Yes, he says he's glad that 
he brought a few things up to you. He says if a person 
knows that he's going to suffer with something, well 


herwouldn't try and fight) for what he's going to suffer 
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with; but he wants to get away from things like that, 
that's why they talked to you. They had a good oppor- 
tunity to talk aoe about those things today, he | 
says. That's all he's going to tell you for now because | 
there might be some other people who want to say some- 


| thing. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 








very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: There's 
another councillor sitting here, Ted Bugghins, is 
going to say a few things to you too. There's one more, 
and then they'll give people a chance to talk. : 

TED BUGGHINS, unsworn: | 

THE INTERPRETER: He says he's 
going to talk about -- he's going to talk to you about 


what he remember in the olden days, he says. He remem- 





ber how it used to be in the olden days up till today. | 





He's going to talk to you about that. 

In the olden days as far as 
he can remember back, he says, all the people that 
used to live down at the Point, at the Old Village, 


and the people used to be well off and he says, I reme~» 





Yes, he says as far as he 
could remember back, he says, on Vale Island there migh 
be about two families on Vale Island, and there's 
Anglican minister and there's priest and there's|Hudson' 


mber how the people used to live them days. | 
Bay manager, that's all the white man used to be in : 





Hay River. You never heard no people complaining about ! 
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being broke all summer. He Says right from springtime 


till in the fall, he says, people used to have money 


good. Not like today, he says, he remember that. 

Yes, he said they hever used 
to have welfare inthem days. If you were going to take 
your family in the bush, you used to go to Hudson's 
Bay Store and that's where you'd get all your supplies 
from. 

Yes, he says I look at it roan 
now, he says, if anybody wanted to go in the bush, well 
he's got to go across and see the welfare and they got 
to look around so somebody can pay for their charter 
plane, he says. The only way the people can take their 
family in the bush these days is somebody's got to pay 
for their charter plane, he says the pnlane's got to 
make two trips out in the bush before they can move. 

If you want to know what done 
that to the people, he says, I'll let you know right 
now. He says white man done that co che people. He 
Says white man made the people more poor than what 
they used to be in the olden days. 

Yes, he says, right at the 
very beginning of the meeting he says our chief talked 
to you about whan the native people signed the first 
treaty, he says. While the older people let him, as 
long as they live, the government people are going to | 
hear what they are saying, they are going to keep on | 
hearing that as long as these older people live. But 


these younger generation coming up, he says, in the 


| 
all the time and the people, they used to live real Ni 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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| 
coming future the government can do whatever they want 
with them, but he says as long as we got the older 
people living sinoritiae us, he says they're going to | 
hear what went on at the first signing of the treaty. | 


Therefore, he says, I don't 


like to hear anybody call themtive people poor, because 





that's not what made the native people poor, because 
they brought liquor into our country and then they 
made the people poor. 

Yes, he says, four of us some- 
times get together and sit axund and talk, discuss 
things between ourselves, but he says we're not only 
thinking about ourselves, just four of us, we can't 
talk for ourselves; we're talking for our whole band 
people behind us. He says whatever we're trying to | 
do to make things look good from the other side for | 
them, that's why we're talking that much for our people. 

What they hear about this 
pipeline down Mackenzie River, the people doesn't want 
the pipeline to go through. All the native people down 
the Mackenzie River doesn't want the pipeline to go 
through, he says, we don't want it to go through either 

Yes, he says, we know what's 
going to happen if we let the pipeline through, he 
says. It's going to be off the ground so high you 
can't go over it. Even the animals can't go under it, 
can't go over it, and we know how it's going to be, 
that's why we don't want the pipeline to go through. 

Leaving all the Indians in 


the Northwest Territories, maybe they don't want the 
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pipeline to go through, but even though they're going 
to lose, they're going to go ahead with the pipeline, 
us people in Hay aveat we're not going to give them 
O.K. to let the pipeline go through. 

Sometimes we talk to our 
white people like that, he says, just/ike they don't 
listen to us and sometimes they don't want to take our 
word because they figure those Indians are nothing, so 
they're not listening to us for what we're saying, and 


they don't take what we tell them. 


When they first paid all these 


treaties they used to have only one government. When 
you look at it today, he says, you have all kinds of 
government in the Northwest Territories these days. 
It's not like in the olden days. 

Yes, he says that's all he's 
got to tell you because there is a lot of older people 
than him sitting in this building, so maybe they know 
more than what he had to say, so he's going to give 
them a chance to talk, so that's all he's going to 
tell you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


PAT BUGGHINSnOt sworn: 


THE INTERPRETER; Pat Bugghins 


says he is sitting here and he's listened to these 
other two council that done the talking, he says. Yes, 


he says, if they refuse the pipeline, he says I don't 
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blame them because even up town ie Lee they've got 
pipes buried underground for water. He says even those 
pipes are ehehints 3 He says if the pipeline goes through 
for gas, I'm pretty sure the same thing will happen 


to the pipe. 





So what's going to happen is 
if the pipeline went through and if it happened to | 
break or anything, well, he says, not only the trees | 
are going to be dead, he says, all the animals are | 
going to be killed, too. | 

It's dangerous for everything, 
he says, even for the fires. What if it bust and oil 
Spill and if it caught on fire, he says even the ground 
is going to be burning for quite a while before they | 
putt ours 

Just look at this, he says, 
we're talking about pipeline but how about those 


drillings been going on around Pine Point, he says? 


trees are dead. He says even that, it's no good, 
That pipeline is going to be worse yet. 

Yes, he says, these people, 
he says, they're going to spoil his land. They're goin 
to break up all the land; but not only that, he says 
if they have it, there is one pipe that's going to be 
buried and one's going to be on top, the animals can't 
go underneath it or over it, he says. It's going to 
be bad for everything. 

Yes, he says, as far as he's 


I don't know how many miles around there, all the 
seen down Mackenzie, he says,there is high mountains 
| 
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T and some places are high mountains like that, and it 
2 may be all right for them to run a pipeline through but 
3 he says how poner aut land? We're living on muskeg. 
4 ‘What's going to happen then? 
a Then once they start putting 
6 | the pipeline through they're going to work on it during | 
7 the winter and the amount of feet they're going to dig 
8 for that pipe, he says, there's going to be nothing but | 
9 water. There will be water there all the time. 
10 He says just look at it this 
yi way too, he says they were going to have that pipe 
12 buried, but when the pipe bust and when the gas is 
13 spilled it's going to be bad, even look at this 
14 Hay River, he says sometimes they dump fuel overboard 
15 | in the this river. He says right out to the mouth of 
sai the river and you got a net there and you caught fish 
fly and you tried to eat fish, well they taste only of 
Bike: fuel. 
49 Even just some places here 
20 where they used to spill water overboard, they used 
ad to pump fuel out of barges and they used to dump it 
22 in the river. For two years it has been like that, 
23 he says, but now they're watching it, but if it ever 
24 happen again, the fish are going to be the same again. 
25 | Yes, he says you heard the 
26 other two council and the chief spoke to you. What 
ai they said about the olden days,'he says sure, I used 
28 to remember, he says my old man raised me up in the 
Pass bush, he says, my old man didn't raise his family in 


30 Hay River, he says, he used to keep us feeding us off 
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the land in the bush, that's why he kept us in the bush 
all the time. That's where I was brought up. 

Yes, he says when he was ten 
years old, as far as he could remember, he says they 
used to go up the river, they never used to have no 
kickers behind the boats, he says they used to push 
poles and that's how they used to go up the river, up 
Buffalo River to get to Buffalo Lake. 

That's where they brought up 
their family right because when they get to Buffalo 
Lake they used to have all kinds of meat and have 
enough fish for the winter, and that's how come they 
always brought their family out in the bush, and that's 
where they kept them, 

But after that, when they br- 
ought these outboard motors into this country, just 
about everyone of them used to own a kicker. He Says 
in them days people, if they wanted to buy something 
big like that they used to have money and buy outboard 
motors no matter how much it’ cost. But you heard these 
people, what the white man done to the Indians in 
Hay River. He says sure it's right because I know 
myself, he says. He says even himself he hardly own 
anything these days because the liquor done that to the 
people. 

Yes, but what his old man 
bought for him in those days he's still keeping it 
because he doesn't want to sell it to buy something, 
to get something to drink for it because he know that 


his old man wouldn't buy him nothing no more, so he's 
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30 to try and wake up these older people sitting at the 


| 
| 
l going to keep it, as long as he could. 
2 When they're going to -- when 
5 the government iuedouee to put the law on these moose 
4 and things like that, he says, he's going to tell you | 
5 what his old man said to them them days. AT that time | 
6 | the government told the people they're only allowed 
7 One moose a year, That's the time his old man told 
¢ the government official, he says, "Sure, you told us 
9 to only allow one moose a year. What if I go out your | 
10 country and I get out on your farm and if I tell you | 
Lik people you can plant only one potato for one summer, 
| how you going to like it?" That's the way my old man | 
pe talked. | 
j4 Yes, he says, when they were | 
15 paying treaty and all the government officials were 
16 sitting there, a moose swam right across the mouth of 
17 the channel and they shot that moose, 
18 In them olden days, he says, | 
19 you used to kill moose amongst the islands over here. 
a0 That's how close the people used to kill moose. But 
ot. now you can't kill nothing because there's too many 
22 | white people there and you can't kill nothing. 
23 He done some talking to you 
24 now so that's all he's going to say for now. He might 
25 talk to you some more again after, but he want to give 
56 | somebody a chance, 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. | 
28 THE INTERPRETER: He said he's | 
29 going to say a few more words to you and he's going 
| 
| 
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back seat there, if they want to say something he's 


going to wake them up. 


He said you heard these council 
that talked to you about what it used to be like before 


the white man ever came amongst them, he says he's goin 


to talk to you about a few more words on about the 


Same thing. 


Yes, he says he's going to tal 


to you about a few things like this, but he's going to 
let the other older people do the talking because how 
they used to make their living off the land, some of 
the older people are still sitting in here, so he's 
going to give them a chance to talk for a while after, 
because you heard already what the councillors were 
telling you, when they want to go some place or they 
want to go in the bush, they never used to wait for 
somebody to help them. They never used to wait, and 
what they said is right. 

Yes, he says in them days 


there used to be about 20 or 25 families get together, 


those married people used to get together and they used 


to take their family out in the bush and that's where 
they used to make their living, right off the bush. 
He says in those bunch there 
used to be Hout four or five good hunters and those 
five good hunters used to be a good welfare to his 


Own people, he says. He used to be a good welfare 


because he's keeping everybody well-fed because they're 


doing the hunting for them. 


In them days, he says they 
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used to be scared of Indian agent, R.C.M.Policeman 

and the chief. All the people used to be real scared 
of their own chief, and even they're scared of their 
own chief. He says only talk to you off the start 
talk to you, but there is a lot of different laws now, 
he says; because them days, you know, he used to know 
pretty well what kind of a law there was, that's why 
they used to be scared. But now, just like them don't 
know how -- what's what, because there is quite a few 
different laws now. 

Yes, he says if them days, in 
those days, he says if the chief know there is one 
person lazy to make his own living, well if he kept 
talking to him and he wouldn't listen to the chief, he 
says he used to let police talk to that guy. He just 
even used to do that because he knows that one of 
his band members is lazy to make his own living. 

That's the way they used to 
live, that's why they seemed strong in them days, you 
know. Whatever they wanted to do, well they all prayed 
that they used to be stronger. 

But today is different, he 
says. Even a younger guy these days, if he doesn't 
want to work well, he says, he just want to keep going 
to welfare and he wants welfare to supply him with 
everything. He says he can’t do anything about it 
because it's not like in the olden days any more. 

Yes, he says therefore, he 
says we'd be glad if the white man could help us, but 


he says therefore we have to try and help ourselves, to 
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Chief E. Sayie 


Yes, he says there are a lot of older people who still 
are living today, he says, that were useful to their 
people in them coe and are, still living today.) Yes, 
he says, that's why it's better for us to have a res- 
pect for the older people because they used to work 
hard for us one time, and as long as they live we have 
to keep on respecting then. 

There used to be no welfare, 
so if those hunters, if they quit hunting for us and 
they never fed us, maybe we'd never be in here today. 
Maybe we'd never sit in here today with you and talk 
to you this way. 


that *s all he's going to tell 


you now. If one of the older people want to get up and 


Say something, he says they'll just feel free to get up | 


and talk for themselves, or talk to you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


CHIEF EDWARD SAYIE:, unsworn: 


ZHE. INTERPRETE Re This; sbs ;Chie f 


Edward Sayie from Fort Resolution. He says he was real 


glad to hear what the chief said, and one of the 


council, Pat Bugghins spoke about Pine Point, he says. 


He says I'm going to talk to you for a while about Pine 


Bolsa, 
THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
before you do, Chief Sayie , we usually make it a 


practice to swear in all of our witnesses. I think 


we'll ask you, Chief Sonfere and your councillors, and | 


Chief Sayie to be sworn. I'm sure that everything 
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1 you said to me was true, but we do this for everyone, 


ho 


so I know you won't mind. 


3 (CHIEF TOM SONFERE , COUNCILLORS JIM LAMALICE, 

4 TED BUGGHINS & PAT’ BUGGHINS, AND CHIEF EDWARD 

5 SAYIE: SWORN) 

6 THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he says 


7 he's going to talk to you about Pine Point. He says | 





8 about the water that's around that mine, he says what 
9 it does to the trees and all what's happening around 
10 there. He says if you really want to go and look over 
a1 there with me, he says I'm willing to take you there 
12 | and show you around Pine Point and show you what I'm 


13 trying to tell you. 





14 When they had a meeting about 
15 that in Pine Point, I guess there was 15 white guys 
16 and he sat in the meeting with them. He done quite a 


17 bit of talking about it, but they don't seem to do 








18 anything about it. 

19 He says they've been having 

20 a meeting about what's happening around Pine Point Mine,| 
21 he says. They had a meeting about it for over a year 
22 and they don't get no reply, so he got one of his men 

23 to wrote a letter to Ottawa and he put his name on it 

24 and they send that letter to Pine Point. It's over three 
25 | months now, there's no reply from Ottawa yet. 

26 He says you should see our 

27 own Pine Point there, he says for about ten miles radius 
28 around Pine Point he says you'll never see no green 

29 trees around there for about ten miles radius around 


30 Pine Point. He says everything is just -- all the dead 
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Chief E, Sayie 


trees, that's all you could see around there. 


He says look at that water 


around there pecans it never even freezes during the 
winter, and yau could smell it even when you are in a 
car passing through there, you can smell that water. 

Yes, he says right at the 


meeting wherever they're going to have a stockpile for 





these pipes for the pipeline, he says, you told us 
there was going to be about 400 people is going to be 
employed there, and he says that's the same kind of 
promise we got from Pine Point in 1960 when we sat in 
the meeting with them, There was going to be a lot 
offobs there for the natives there, but what we get 
today, he says there's nothing for the natives over at 
Pine Point. 

He says we get that kind of a 
promise, but he says yes, he says white man they're 


just looking for their own money. They don't care about 


natives and when the pipeline goes through he says I'll 
bet you the same thing will happen. We were promised 
about 400 and there's going to be a job available for 
400 people but when the time comes, he says, there will 
be a bunch of white men working there and there will 

-- there won't be any natives working there. 

He says right in my home town 
of Fort Resolution, he says we got a building there for 
Canada Manpower. He says they're supposed to look for 
a job for us. Sure, he says, the native people and the 


the natives because they promise a lot of things to the 
half-breeds, the welfare is looking after them. But he 
| 
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1 Says the only person he's looking for a job for is 
P34 the white man, and he put the native people and the | 
3 half-breeds on Gare and he goes and looks for a | 
4 job for white man, that's all he does. | 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, | 
6 | Chief Sayie, how many people live in Fort Resolution? ; 
7 THE INTERPRETER: 500, about 
8 500. The way I am in Fort Resolution, he says, I'm 
9 not going to give him O.K. before anything that's | 
10 settled and he says I don't think I'll give them O.K. 
14 to go ahead on that pipeline, he says. There's nothing 
12 settled yet, and he says I don't care what the hell 
13 people think, he says that's the way I feel. He says | 
14 everything's got to be settled. If they want to start | 
15 they can start, but I'm not going to give them my O.K. | 
16 no matter what, he says. | 
17 He says it's up to my band | 
18 people, he says, I'm not talking for my own self. | 
19 He says I'm talking forthe whole band in Fort Resolution, 
20 he says. If they want land settlement, sure,he says, 
21 I'll grab a bit of land I want for my people but he 
22 says that's not only for myself, that's for the whole 
23 band in Fort Resolution, 
24 } If they're going to run the 
25 pipe, gas pipeline into -- they're going to say, "Ah, 
26 they're going to run it into Pine Point so people could 
27 use gas or whatever they're going to use it for their | 
28 heater,’ I'm pretty sure you go as far as Pi ne Point | 
eo because there's a mine in Pine Point, there is nothing | 


30 in Fort Resolution. That's right, he says, I'm not 
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going to take it. Yes, he says right now, he says 
there is 600 employees in Pine Point and there's only 
five natives amongst those -- there's only fixe natives 
in Pime Point, the rest is white man. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You say 


there are 600 employees at the Pine Point Mine? 


A Yes. 

Q And how many are native 
people? 

A Five. 

Q Five out of 600? 

A xes*% 

Q How long has the mine 


been there? 
A L63% 
THE INTERPRETER: He says 


everything has been going full blast since about '63, 


I guess, 

Q About ten years or so. 

A Yeah, about that. 

Q Two shifts? 

A They've got three shifts 
there in Pine Point. 

Q HOwltaxyre Solty from 


Resolution if you were going to drive from Resolution 
to Pine Point on the road? 

A 45 miles from Fort 
Resolution. From here it's about 50, but if you're 
going to drive in from Resolution it's 45 miles. 


Q You said there's only 
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W. Martel 
I about five native people living at -- or working at -- 
2 you said five people out of 60 at Pine Point are native 
3 workers, Did they move into Pine Point, or do they | 
4 Still live in Resolution? | 
5 A They move into Pine Point. 
6 | They are living in rented houses at Pine Point. 
7 Q But did they come from | 
8 Resolution, sir? 
9 A Yeah, I guess they moved 
10 there from Resolution. That's all he's going to talk 
aig to you about. 
CHIEF SONFERE: (THROUGH INTERPRETER) : 
2 Yes, he says he's got one of 
ae the older men from Hay River. He looks old, but he | 
14 says he helped a lot of people in his days and he's | 
LS going to talk to you for a while about pipeline and r 
16 what he thinks about pipeline and what's going to : 
Lf happen. He's going to talk to you for a while. His | 
18 name is William Martel. | 
Lg (WITNESS ASIDE) 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: We'll swear | 
ees Mr. Martel. We'll have the secretary swear him. 
hae 
oo WILLIAM MARTEL, Sworn: 
24 THE INTERPRETER: He says ever 
20 Since they start talking about the pipeline, he says, I 
26 biter to these native language, sometimes have Joe 
Z/ Tobi talking on the radio and they'll listen to hin, nae 
28 they know what's going on, but he says I'm going to | 
29 
30 he says, like moose and bears and even the birds, they 


speak to you about how these animals live in the land, 


| 
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W. Martel 
1 fly north in the spring for their nesting ground, he 
z Says they got a nesting ground around there, and these 
3 moose and bears like that, sometimes they're in the 
4 water most of the time, he says that's where they go 
5 and have something, that's where they're living off 
6 weeds from the bottom of the river, he says; but he 
7 says some pipe running under-water, he says, I'm going 
8 to talk to you about what's going to happen to these 
9 things when they do have pipeline through. 
10 Even us humans are like that, 
Le he said, we can't live without water. He said we got 
12 to drink water, that's how we're living. Yes, he says 
13 what if they have this pipe goes through -- across a 
14 river or goes underground, what if the pipe bust and 
iS the fuel starts spilling, he says you just got to come |: 
16 down to the river and getting water, and what's going 
1 to happen to us if the water is polluted? 
18 Some places, well he says, 
19 the ground moves once in a while, not often, but I 
20 guess sometimes you hear about landslide and things 
en like that, and he says if anything happens like that 
22 the pipe won't last very long. 
23 What we're worrying about is 
24 if anything happens like that, a pipeline bust and fuel 
25 | started spilling, it's going to kill off all our fish 
26 | and all our animals, and what are we going to live on 
27 afterwards? There will be nothing left for us to live 
28 on, that's what we're afraid of. 
29 Yes, he says, we can tell the 


30 people, he says this is our land, you can't run the 
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W. Martel 


pipeline through it because this is our own land. 
It doesn't matter how much we're trying, how much we're | 


fighting, but still they're going to go ahead and do 





what they want with it. 

Yes, how come, he says, you 
heard the council and the chiefs, they talked to you 
about the first treaty that was ever paid in the 


Northwest Territories on our land here, he says. They 


made a promise and there was different law, but today 

he says, you hear about all kinds of different law, 

he says what's wrong? Did they change everything what 
they had promised to the natives in them days, did 

they change the whole thing around? They are putting in 
different law without these people know anything about 
ats Yes , he says the first time when they paid out 
treaty, they've got to talk to their native people for 


about 2% days before they ever took treaty because them 


days when they just paid out treaty to make peace 
between the white man and the native and all the half- 
breeds, they just want to make peace, that's why they 
paid out treaty. That's why they had a meeting for 2 
days before they ever paid out treaty. 

Yes, he says, ever since the 
white man coming north, it's getting to be more and 
more white man, he says even for myself there is quite 
a few things that are changing just about every day. 
Yes, he said, you heard one of the council, they used 
to travel up Buffalo River, upstream pushing poles and 
things like that, he says I went through all that myselfi. 


Yes, he says in them days there 
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W. Martel 


used to be one guy used to live at mouth of Buffalo 
River and he used to say, “Oh, there's a lot of fish, 
so there's probably a lot of fish in Buffalo Lake." 
Sure, them days there used to be a lot of fish over 


in Buffalo Lake, but he says for the last two years 


| 

now the boys been going out there to put up fish for 
the winter and they never even got half of what they 
used to put up for their use for the winter, he says. 
Even that is changed quite a bit. 

Yes, he says, even on these 
lake there's all kinds of fishermen on it, he says 
I bet you there's not a net in the water during the 
summer on this Great Slave Lake, he says, even there | 
they are killing all our fish off, we're getting kind | 
ofshort even of fish. ! 

Yes, he says that's why ever | 
Since theystart talking about this pipeline, all they 
want™todo ‘vs “they want “to go through with it, but he 
Says for us native people, he says we can't give them 


Sich Sra he © hice | ahead, we Canmeay,. Ooh. you Canestarc on 


| 

| 
those pipeline," we can't do that because we're thinkin 
about all these things and that's what we're afraid 
of, that's why we wouldn't let them go, we wouldn't 
let them do it. | 

He says that's why up north, 

he says, all what the chief think about that pipeline, 


he says if they don't want to let them go or go ahead ‘ 





with it, he says we can't give them O.K. in Hay River 
ourselves because we know what all the chiefs think 


down-river and we can't do nothing about it. 
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W. Martel 


Yes, he says, just like you 
heard one of the boys mention how the fish taste, oil 
on, you catch fish down the river, even around here it 
is like that, but he says it will be like that all 
over after -- if there's a lot of fuel spilled and the 
Pipeline bust, he says, our fish will be worse than 
what it is now. 

Yes, he says,this is our 
land, that's why, he says, we have to fight for it and 
we have to say what we think about our land, because 


we're trying to save our land. Whadever we tell them 


about our land, they should think whatever we're saying 


about our land is right, because always we have to 
try and save it and say what we think akmt our land. 

He says us native people, if 
we round up about 15 or 20 people and went south and 
went to Ottawa some day and walk into the Government 
Official Office, we're going to go in there and sure, 
I want a bit of your land so I came here to take your 
land. Well, they know what kind of land they've got 
and they're going to try and bug us, they're not 
going to try and give us their land because they know 
what kind of land they got out there. They says, "We 
can't do that," they won't even listen to us when we 
talk about their land. 

Yes, he says, when we talk 
about our land he says we know it's valuable to us. 
That's why we're talking about it, because we're here 
before the white man ever came in this country. He 


Says the native people are on this land before the 
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W. Martel 
Miss P. Nahanni 


white man came by right, and when we say we own this 
land, he says it's ours because we're the first one 
that was here before the white man. 

That's all he's going to say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I have some- 
body at the back of the room, Chief Sonfere , who is 
writing down everything that is said for me, a couple 
of people there, that's their job, so that after I've 
gone away I can read it and think ebousd1y and so 
that I will have it in my mind. 

But they need a little bit of 
rest now for maybe five or ten minutes, so maybe we 
could stop and -- for about five or ten minutes, and 
then start again if there's anyone else, chief, that 
wishes to speak to me. Tan minutes then. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 4:30 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 5 P.M.) 

MR. BELL: Well, sir, perhaps 
this would be a good opportunity for us to explain what 
this map is doing on the wall and what it means, and 
I would like to call Phoebe Nahanni to prove the map. 
Perhaps we could have her sworn. 

THE COMMISSIONER: O.K., would 


you -- 


MISS PHOEBE NAHANNI, sworn: 


MR. BELL: Phoebe, perhaps you 
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| 
l could tell the Inquiry and the people, who you work for | 
e and what you do. 
3 A I work for the Indian | 
4 Brotherhood of the Northwest Territories and the | 
5 position that I hold there is that of | co-ordinator, 
6 research co-ordinator for the land use study. 
/, Q Could you tell us, please, 
9 what type of research you're doing and what the land 
9 use study is? 
10 A The land use study that 
i} we're currently working on is researching the traditional 
i hunting, trapping and fishing areas, and we're talking 
13 to as many hunters and trappers as possible;in each 
14 community we have field workers in the field doing this 
a Q I see, and can you tell | 
“6 us why this research is being carried out? : 
17 A Well a bit of the back- | 
18 ground of this research, to begin with, the position | 
19 of the people and the Board of the Indian Brotherhood | 
20 when they filed their caveat in 1970, they claimed 
Die 460,000 square miles, and to substantiate this claim 
a9 we had to document -- we had to research into it, so 
Te the land use study is to find out just how intensive 
24 the land was being used and what areas were and are 
25 being occupied at the present, so when we speak to 
96 | each hunter and trapper we get a pretty good history 
27 of his hunting and trapping life, and we're only 
28 talking to the people who are living now. They can | 
29 tell us about their family history and things, but | 


30 basically we're talking -- we're asking them for 
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30 When? 


l their own experience on the land. 
2 Q Could you tell us how 
3 you record the eroration that you get and the pro- 
4 cedures that you use to obtain the information? | 
5 A Well, this sort of canench 
6 | is not -- is what we call an actual research, it's | 
| different from other researches in that we don't have 
8 professional people going into communities and getting 
9 information, writing the reports and then leaving, 
10 which is aha a lot of the native people are used to, 
Wi before. What this research involves is having native 
h2 people talk to their own people and get as much infor- 
Me mation written down, and then checked over again and | 
14 again, and so what we do is we go -- what the field i 
15 workers do is we go to the communities and we find out | 
16 the total number of trappers or those who used to | 
bh? trap, and from thattotal get a one-third sample and | 
18 talk to this one-third sample to get a pretty good 
19 picture of the representation of the community, and 
20 the representation is that of trappers over 30 that 
2h is born before 1935. 
a2 Q Does your research 
23 include anything other than hunting, fishing and 
24 trapping? 
25 A The kind of questions 
26 that we ask the hunter-trappers is; 
25} Where did you go? 
28 What season? 
29 What does he hunt for? 
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Miss P, Nahanni 


Where does he have his camps? 
What areas are to him the most important areas so far 
as he's concerned? 


That's all documented on a 


map. On one map you might have as many as eight people, 


and you might have five sets of eight people, so you 
have about 40 interviews, ann you correlate all this 
information on the map, which is like the one on the 
wall, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 
Do you want to just start that again? The eight and 


the 40 and so on, I didn't quite follow you. 


A O.K. 
Q Forgive me, 
A First of all, when you 


go to the community you find out the total number of 
trappers and then you find out the one-third sample, 
and generally the area that they cover. We work at 
two scales, the 500,000 scale, and the 250,000 scale, 
and we get the set required for that community, and 
we interview as many as eight people for one set be- 
cause more than eight would really clutter it up. So 
we might have about five sets of eight people each. 

I mean that's sort of a maximum, so we might have 40 
as a result, 40 total interviews and we correlate 
all these interviews on one map at smaller scale or 
at the same scale, B95 we get a representation of the 


intensity of use. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I see, 


MR. BELL: Now, you've told us 
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about the maps that are prepared to record trapping. 
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! 
L, 


Are there any other kinds offMaps that are being prepared 


code, a sheet telling us what symbol stands for sheep 
wood- 


A Well, we follow a map 
and/land caribou and mink, martin and otter and the | 


rest of the wildlife symbols, and we have symbols for 


wildlife, symbols for particular sites such as sacred 





Sites, and a code for routes that they travel on, and 
a code for camps, permanent and temporary, and we 
-- besides that kind of research, when the researcher 
has time he gathers information on place names, 
depending on where your researching could be -- 
place names Chipewyan, Slavey or Dogrib, Loucheux. 

Q I'd like to ask you 
some more questions about the map on the wall. Perhaps 
it would help if we moved over to it so we could | 


refer to it more easily. Could you tell us briefly 





what area this map represents, and what the lines 
on it mean? 

A This is a representation 
of 18 trappers and that's a third of the sampe in 
Hay River, and it's incomplete. In other words, there 
are some Pee See here who have given us some of 
the lines, but haven't given us all of their lines 
because they say that if they did, the map would be 
just really covered and it would be just black with 
routes and everything. So this is incomplete. We 
didn't discriminate between what seasons -- what 


routes we used for what seasons. We just put all the | 
routes down here. There's tin lines which represent 


* ' ; ae , S 
(efe : : mil : - 2 


|  spakqger? brover oF hersqe2q axe 2afit agen ed9 avods 
Sberaqess ented 2x8 tad agai ebalx xerit0 yam exons, oxA 


gem s wollot sw \Iiew A PTL eope) Soe 
qeede zo? 2baste Lodwye tsdw ev prilie? epee Ba 
eid bas 19370 bas nisisa ,Aaim bas vodixso basi \bas 
103 alodmye svsd sw has ,elodmye siilhiiw eis 30 jeer 
bexose 26 dove eeti2 isivoisisq 10% alodmya ,etifbitw 





A 


bas ,no fevers yods jars eejuor 10% shoo 6 bas ,eegte 
ew bas ,yistognss bas tnernemxeq ,2gmso 103% eboo 6 
terorsses1 odd new ,dowsseex to baid sede eebleed -- 
,8emsn sosig no nokisamotai aitedtsp of semis esd 


-- ed biuop paidorseast wwoy exsdw mo pribmegeb 


= - a iasnninenenemmnemmenentinenmeenl Se 


xueroual ,diupod so ysvele ,asyweqid>d eemaa soeig 
woy Aes oF axtsl BI 9 
easizet .{lew srit ie qam sf3 suods anoitesup siom emoer 
bluoo ew oe +i ot sevo Bevom ow 3 gfed bluow tt 
yiteird ey {let voy biyod ,yliess o1om ti oF x9392 
| senii ort tsiw bas ,etneestqet gem eid? sexs Jedw 
Tnsem Ji so 
| noljstnezexqe: 6 ei einT & 
| mi ence oft Yo bxidds 5 e@'3sd3 bas exeggsi7 81 to 
etedt ,abyow redgo al .eteigmooni e'3t bas .zsvist yeu 
to smog ev mevip evad onw oxen exeqqs1t sm08 9i6 
| eenif tied? to {is ey aevip 3'neved sud seoail oils 
ed binow gem edt ,bib yort ti tudd yee yodd sevsned 
fjiw Abeld teug sd Sivow ti has bersvoo yilesx seuf 
e¥ .saelqmooni si eids 08 -peidiyieve bas estuor 
tariw -- anoasee Jstiw asowted etsaimizoeib 3' nbib 
edt Lis +yq saut SW .enoeter Serv x0t beew ow eeduot 
tasesxge: dotiw eontl ake e'oxedT .exed nwob astyo® 


ea ER me li 





AEWEST IRIEIPIOR THNIG iL TD, 
BURNABY 2, B.C. 

















Miss P, Nahanni 


516 


the code here says, "Less than 25%," which would be 


less than, I guess, five people. 


Sorry, I just didn't hear that. The thin lines represent | 


what? I'm sorry. 


A 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, | 
| 
| 


Represents less than 


25% of the 18 people, and the thicker lines, which is 


this one here, represents half --25 = 49%,I'm sorry. 


The thickest line represents 50% or more, and -- 


Q 


I still don't quite understand. 


lines represent more than 50%. 


A 
the samples 18, eh -- 

Q 

A 
represents more than half. 

Q 
trappers that you sampled. 

A 


Q 


You'll have to forgive me, 


50%, the thickest 


Or more, which would be 


Yes 


-- and it probably 
9-10 or more of the | 


Nine or more, yes. 


I see, I see. Just so that 


we all understand where we are, would you just point out 


Hay River on that? 


A 
Hay River. 

Q 
Alberta -- that's it there? 

A 


map? 


Right here, This is 


And is the border between 


Yes. 


MR. BELL: What scale is this 
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1 A This is the 500,000 scale, 
2 Q Do you want to translate 

3 that? : | 
4 A Oh. 
5 Q What period of time is | 
6 represented by these lines? | 
7 A Well, most of the people 
8 represented on here are over 30. There's two that 

9 were 32 when this was recorded, and the oldest person 

10 was born in 1910, and usually they, at the time they 

LL started trapping when they were between 6 and 13, 

12 that's when they started to learn. Some learned later 

Lo | than 13, but usually they learned when they were about 
14 Six years old, 

15 Q Are all of these lines 

16 used every year? | 

17 A I'd have oe refer back | 

18 to the biographies to tell you accurately, but briefly 

19 these lines are used today, even though it's seasonal. 

20 A long time ago they used to use it all the time, you 

22 know, regardless of the season; but they had particular 

£2 areas for say, the spring hunt, particular areas for 

23 the wintertime, and other areas for the summer where 

24 they go fishing. 

25 Q There are some small 

26 triangles marked on the map. What do they stand for? 

27 A The open triangles are 

28 the temporary camps, and the solid triangles are 

29 permanent camps. Tf youtcan"t'see it) ©*11s point them 


30 out, there's temporary camps here and here, here and 


ical 


we aaa 
inasdet .4 eal 
: — 
j-elsce 000,002 ait ak eisT.. A... pee tm ont hey + 
etsisnext oF tnsw goy od 2 0% comees &) , See 
wer ae Pee n= 


ei emit Io boiusg sew Q bs 


fasail seed? yd betaesesidqez 
eiqgoeqg sdz to tzaom ,IiswW A | 





sant ows 2'otedT .0f xz8vo sexs ested no besnseo1rges 
noeroq Jesblo eit bas ,besbiopex esow aids nedw SE stew 
vers emt? odd se ,yodt ylisvew bas ,0Lef ai mod asw 


xstel Bbormssel omo2 ,axsel of Dbetdusse yed? caofw 2e'tet 
suods stew youd aoedw bearsel vers yilavev gud ,€1 med? 


: 
| .tf bas 3 neewsed ezew yed? asdw paiqgqsi? bsi1sse 
; 
| 
| «blo e1s8y «ie 


‘ 


eenil seaside to [is eth Q 
. Sinets seine beau 

Asad 19361 od eved b'I A 
yiteixd sud .yledsxuoos voy List oF esirigstpoid efiz of 
| Lenoesss 2'ti tpvods neve ,ysbos beev exs senil seeds 
woy ,amis ef3 Iis 3i sav oF bsev yeds ops amiz pool A 
teluvistisg beri yods tud ;noesse sit to eeslbxspex ,wondt 
tot 2ee16 s1slu0ij1sq ,taud pnixge sid ,yse, 101 esoxs 
exedw remmye sf3 102 asets it9fjo bas ,emistedaiw ert 
»paidel? op yor 

Lisme saoa eis ereiT Q 


S402 baage yer? ob jadW .qam oft no bedsam eslpasixs 


ee aie 


sis ealipnaaius nago eT A. aut > ei (> 
sis salpnsind biloe eft bas ,eqaso yysiognes edd 

wedt jniog If{'k .ti eea 3'aso woy TL =. agusD Inenemreg 
bus sxe ,eted bas ated eqmso yrstogaes 2'steds yuo. 


en 











ALL WEST REPORTING LitiDs S16 


BIURINTAIBY, 2.. BelG.. 


Miss P, Nahanni 


Alexandra Falls, west of Kakisa Lake, not too far from 
Providence, and across near Deep Bay. The permanent 
camps are the solid triangles here at Point de Roche, 
near Yates River, near Buffalo Lake, south on the 
southern end of Buffalo Lake -- I'm sure that there 
are camps all over Buffalo Lake and north of Buffalo 


here, here and way out here near Tathlina Lake, west of 
| 

| 

Lake, and on the border near Buchan Lake; and the | 
| 





temporary camps are either open camps or else tent 
camps and they go there occasionally. The permanent 
camps are cabins or tent foundations. 

Q You said that this map 
represented 18 trappers from Hay River. Do you have 
the names of those trappers? 

A There is Chief Daniel 


Sonfere , Ted Bugghins, Felix Cardinal, Baptiste Tambour 





John Lamalice, Ernest Martel, Fred Martel, Patrick 


Martel, Modest McKay, Joe McKay, Frank Norn, John Sab- 





| 
i 
: 
| 
| 
Oourine, Victor Bugghins, James Lamalice, Pat Bugghins, 
William Thibautt, Frank Lamalice and Edward Fabien. 

Q There are some other 
places marked on this map. I see Fort Resolution and 
Fort Providence. Are there any of the trappers from 
that area represented on this map? | 

A No, it's just the sample 
from Hay River. 


Q Do trappers from those 





other areas use the same area, though? 


A There are areas of 


overlap, and I think that Dan and Ted probably can tell 


a2 
oe 
— 
7 
re 











| te Vee 
Io Jeow ,eusI eatidge? xsen sexed 3uo yew bas szed 48 
aox2, 262 003 ton .eded seidex Yo teow ,elfst sxbam 
tnensmieq ofT .yad good zsen Beo1os bas sonsbivest 
vativot sb tatod ts sexed eslpasixe bilos sit sxs eqmso 
ens ao. rdvoe ,oAsd olstivi xs0m ,x9vid aes8Y isen 
sitedd jsdt sive m'i -- aiel olstivd to bas misdtuce 
olstivd to dixon bas exed ofetivd x9vo [is eames ate 
ett bas saa’ fé6cdoud Is90 tabt0d ads no. bas ,edsl 
jast sele 10 aqguss aego tsdjie sexs agqmso yustogned 
Soenserieg adf .yiisaotesoso, exedd op yeds Dns eqmso 


} 


-snoltsbavot Jjnad 10 eqiden ets eqneo 
gem eld? 3e0c3 Biase voY QO 


el 


eved voy o¢ .2evit ys mort. exeqqgsts 81 betuseenges 

. Faxrsqqgsext sso0d? to aemsn srl? 
isinsG teiAD, el siedT A 

jzuodmseT etelsgsd .fenibra? xifeY , anidppya bs, sreiace 


| Noixvgsd ,.ledusM bord ,letisM teenrs , soilsusd aot 


-de2 adel ,a10H Ansexd ,YySAOM sot ,YSADM teshom, , lesish 
,enidppud tof, ,0ilemel gomsl ,eaidppyd szotoiV, ,saiaso 
wieidst buswbs bas solilsmed digest, ,siuediat .msilfiw 


tego amos sis sient ped: 


mo%2 2x9eqqs13 oft 20 ys stent oth, .sonabivozd 310% 

{gam eldd no besnessiget seas 3603 

siqnse oft gaeut e'ti ,ow A : . 

| | ei yg teviet yeh goxt 
eseds, moi siseqggsa7 od Q i | 

“Sieuods ,s9x6 omse edt sev esexe aaddto 

. 20 seexe org ota? A, | ee asa | 

ilas neo yidsdozg Set fra aed gsdy dnidt-I bas..qelxevo [Of 


7 ; ohh 
x t 


. 
{ 
bos noltuloesA 210% se2 1 .gsm einlt no bedism esosig 


* 





) So 
i, —_—s 


ALLWEST REPORTING LTD. 519 | 
BURNABY 2, B.C. | 


Miss P, Nahanni 








i: you more about that, because they have more information, 
2 MR. BELL: Thank you. Those are 
3 all the questions that I have. Do you want to add | 
4 anything? 
5 A Wel l/Perethink'l forgot 
6 one thing. In the - we have map biography sheets where 
7 we record everything that the people say, and one of 
8 the things that we ask, one of the questions we ask 
9 them is their views on land claims. That's the only 
10 thing I left out. It is just really very interesting, 
14 and people have really lots to Say, so like, my view 
AD after having looked at quite a number of interviews, 
123 is that the biography sheets are really incomplete, | 
14 you know, it's sort of an ongoing thing. People just 
15 keep remembering and remembering a lot of stories. | 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you © 
ey very much. Maybe you'd like to translate. | 
18 Mr. Bell, might that map on 
19 the blackboard and the list of the names of the trappers 
20 be marked as exhibits? 
21 MR. BELL: Yes, I was just 
22 going to suggest that. 
2 (MAP OF TRAPLINES IN HAY RIVER AREA MARKED 


EXHIBIT C-12) 
(LIST OF 18 TRAPPERS MARKED EXHIBIT C-13) 
CHIEF SONFERE: (THROUGH 
INTERPRETER): What Phoebe told him about this map, 
he said he would we glad if you would let him explain 
a few things about that map. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly. 
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CHIEF TOM SONFERE: resumed: 

THE INTERPRETER: If people 
don,’ t.mind,.he +a oe glad to speak on it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: While the 
map is being put up, Mr. Jackson, maybe some of the 
people at the back might like to stand over here so 
thatthey could see the map. 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he says 
he'd like to say a few things to you people on this 
map, because what he's going to talk to you, he wants 
to talk to you about what he knows about this land and 
how he used to use it, and about these people's names 
that were putting it down, or who is all using these 
lands. He's going to talk to you about that. 

Yes, he says they worked hard 
on this map but they sure made it look better and it 
took quite a bit of work, but they sure made it look 
nice. He says I guess he met some field workers about 
fixing this map, and he wanted to see them when they 
start on this map and he wants to see them again after 


they finish it, but he hasn't seen them, 


Yes, he says I guess they were 


looking for him one time amt it but they just couldn't 


get ahold of him, so maybe that's the reason. 


He says when they were showing 


this map here now, people used to trap in those areas, 


that used to be their land, First time when they had 


a meeting about it, they wanted each trapper to get his 


line registered on that, one time. Yes, that's the 


time they had a chief here, his name was Cardinal 
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Chief T. Sonfere 
Lamalice. was the head chief, and William Bugghins was 


his council. Them days they told him they're not going 


lot of time that the chief and his council, they told 


| 

to register any line for the people in that area, There's 

| 

him they're not going to register any line down there 
| 


because some area is going to be given to the trappers, 





it's going to be straight muskeg and some is going to 
be on the better trapping area, so he doesn't want Rees 
people to register any line, that's why they never did. 
In them days when they had a 
meeting about that, the chief said he wants a bigger 
area for his people because there's not just enough 
area to be there for his people to do what they want, | 
they can trap wherever they want in that area. So | 
they just left it open for the people to do the ae 
wherever they want. | 


Yes, he says, he never seen 


anybody ever since that time, Last fall they went and | 
seen a park superintendent in Fort Smith. They asked 
him for the area they got that time a long time ago. 
They wanted a map of that area so they asked him for 
the area map about their hunting grounds. 

That's how big of the land 
they got for these -- the one that's doing trapping 
in the park area, that's how big of the land they got, 
that's what it's marked on there. 

There is one marked 506 in 
this area, just like it's one because whenever they 


wanted to work together in that area they can go ahead 


and work together in there. 
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Yes, SO whenever they go out | 
hunting, doing their Spring hunt, they don't go to a 
place where there is a lot of beaver and they are not | 
trying to kill everything off at Once, they said. They 
try and look after the population of their beaver or 
whatever it is, and they try to keep it so it keeps 

on growing for them. So they don't clean out one 

area. Yes, and that's where there are a lot of beaver, | 


right by this Caribou Mountain, that's where there are 





a lot of beaver along there. 


This area, just like they're 
keeping it for the future because they don't want to 
clean everything out at once, so they are kind of | 
Saving that area out there. 

Yes, he said, that's why we're |; 


talking about pipeline today, he says in an area like 


that they were trying to save it for themself, for the 


coming future, and if they know there is a lot of 
beaver or a lot of mirksor a lot of fur, where they 
could go later on, if all of a sudden they run a pipe- | 
line through there, well they're going to kill every- 
thing around there and there will be nothing left for 
the Indians to hunt around there no more. That's why 
they're against this pipeline. 

Even -- you see this Buffalo 
Lake marked on that map there, he Says there is a lot 
offifferent people from all over, they got their 
trapping area, it's from Alberta and Fort Smith, Fort 
Resolution, Hay River, even some people from Fort 


Vermilion that come close there and that's their 
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Chief T, Sonfere 


trapping area, 

In between there terds quite 
a big area in ee He says that's where all these 
beavers and muskat and furs you can get more and more 
every year. On the west side there is a big area open 
there, but that's for Fort Providence, around Trout 
Lake, and there is Ascension in Alberta and there is 
quite a few people doing the trapping along that area. 

So he says there is all kind 
of trapper on the west side, he says. I bet you they'r 
Saving one place where they want these beaver and 
muskrat to keep on growing every year, but what if they 
decide to run a pipeline through there and they clean 
out everything at once, maybe those trappers out there 
wouldn't like it because they're saving an area like 
that, for the future. 


Yes, he says, today we're not 


like what the older people used to be in the olden days 
He says sometimes it's kind of hard for us to make a 


living off the land, but trapping, it's pretty hard 


| 
] 
right now. Even in this area where the people used 
to trap on the west side around Hay Lakes and places 
like that, he says the oil company's been putting in 
pipelines from all over in different directions. You 

can see it from the air, just like a checkerboard, 
somebody laid a checkerboard down, he says that's 

how it looks from the air with all these cut lines | 
that have been put in through those native people's | 


traplines around there. 





Yes, he says, he's been in the 


| 


Rainbow Lake area and Zama Lake. He says he's done 
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quite a few travelling around there, but during the 


night or in the daytime, he Says, he seen a lot of 


fire burning where the oils are burning, day and night 
it's been like that, he Says. That's bad for all the 
people doing the trapping around in the area. 

Yes, he says, I bet you right 
today now, he says, those people out in those areas 


they're not making their living off the land, what 





they used to do before. He Says they don't do that these 
days because it's a lot different ever since they struck 
oil and all those cut lines are put in out in those 
areas. 

Yes, he says, first time when 


he seen a cut line from the air, he says the way it 


looks, he says he thought to himself, he says what's 
going to happen to us if anything like that happens 

out in the north country amongst us? He says that time 
he thought about the wolf and bear, he says, maybe 
those animals will be the ones left because they're not 
scared of fire or anything like this, he Says, maybe 


that's the only thing we'll have. 


Sr epimers pacientes ps 


Yes, he says right after they 

got this area for these people where they're going to d 
the trapping, the one who put this line out on the 

lake here, he says it's five miles out and 30 miles 
long, that's all they set aside for the Indians to do - 
to make their living inside that, 30 miles long and 
five miles offshore. That's all they got for the Indian 
right after they put this aside for the people. 


So whatever is put aside for | 
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F, Norn 
a us, he said it's done for us so he says we can't do | 
e nothing with our mouth, We're going to hang onto it | 
3 the way it is. , | 
4 So that's all he's going to | 
5 say. 
6 | (WITNESS ASIDE) 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, does 
8 anyone else wish to say anything? | 
9 THE INTERPRETER: My old man, | 
10 his name is Frank Norn, he wants to say a few things | 
jes cotyour 
c2 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, please 
13 come forward, sir. | 
i FRANK NORN, sworn: | 
16 THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he says | 
17 he could talk English, but he just want to talk in : 
18 Slavey and he wants me to do the translating for him. | 
2 He says he's happy to say a 
20 few words amongst these many people, and he's real 
Pat happy to do it. He's going to say a few things and 
22 he's real happy to do it. 
23 He said he done a lot of 
24 translating before when he was kind of younger, he 
25 | done a lot of translating for a meeting like this. 
26 He ever done his first translating for the band like 
ai this it was in 1928, that's when he done his first | 
28 translating for the meeting. 


23 Ever since he start Aa en) 
| 
30 for them, during 1928 he says he never missed too many | 
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of them until 1960. Yes, he says when you see a 
white man facing an Indian like that, he says he sure 
gave those Indians a lot of good promise. 


Just because they paid the 


Indians $5. a year, that's why they gave them that good 


promise to the people when they're facing the people 
and sitting down, they're facing the people and they 
gave them a lot of good promise just on account of the 
$5. they paid out to the treaty Indians. 

He sayS ever since they paid 
out that $5. to these treaty Indians, he says right up 
till today, he says, you could see that $5. still 
sitting on the table. The way it looks today, he 
Says right from the olden days up to today, he says 
you could see the $5. still sitting on the table, he 
says, just like there is a big hole in all the papers 


they made a big strong promise to the treaty Indians 


| 
just because they paid them $5., and then he said there | 


must be a big hole in the paper, that's why you don't 
see no paper of what was promised to the Indians in 
them days, but still you could see that $5. on the 
table yet today. 

Yes, he says when the first 
time the Indians took treaty in Hay River was in 1899, 
that's when they took the first treaty. Fort Resolu- 
tion, that's where the Hay River people got their 
first treaty, in Fort Resolution. At that time when 


they were going to pay out treaty, they had a meeting 


for 2% days, that was in Resolution, He says when they 


paid out the first treaty in Fort Resolution they had 
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| 


i that meeting in Fort Resolution, my grandfather, my 

2 dad's dad, was interpreter when they paid out that 

3 first treaty. 

5 him, he says that's the promise they gave him. "As long 


as the sun comes up west and sets in the east, and 
as long as the Mackenzie River runs one way and it 


4 That's when my grandfather ae 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; : ; 
doesn't start flowing back, this promise will never | 

| 





be broken." That's the kind of promise they gave to 
those people in them days. 

That's why they're talking 
about their land, because that's the kind of promise 
they got in them days. He says this river isstill | 
flowing onoeway and the sun is still going one way, that's 
why they're fighting for their land because that's the : 
kind of promise they got when they took that $5, first. 

Sure, he says, us native people 
sitting around here, he says if we want to talk about | 


our land for pipe we got rights to talk about it and 


fight for it because our own. 


you a few questions about this pipeline, and can you 
give me the answer back and see how this Hay River is 
going to be affected with a pipeline? Can you answer 


me back if I ask you a few questions? 





He says now I'm going to ask 
He said I don't know which 
way they're going to run this pipeline. The pipeline 

is going to run through Hay River or it's going to 


go the other way. So if the pipeline is going to 


go through, he says, I like to know if these Hay River 
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people are going to be employed there for a while 
steady, can they get a steady employment from the 
pipeline company as see if they could try and hire 
the natives in the north? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, one 
of the companies, sir, Arctic Gas, will bring its 
pipeline, if it is allowed to build it, along the 
Mackenzie River and they will cross the Mackenzie 
south of Fort Simpson and then go down into Alberta. 
That is the Arctic Gas Company. 

THE INTERPRETER: The reason 
he asks you this is because if it's going to run 


south of Simpson along the Mackenzie River and up 


into Alberta, he just wants to know if the people from 


Hay River is going to be hired on that job and see 
if they could make their living by working for this 
company. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'1l 
just say that there is another pipeline company, 
Foothills Pipelines, they want to bring a pipeline 
along the Mackenzie River right to Hay River, and to 
Pine Point to supply gas for heating to the people 
in Hay River and Pine Point, and I think both of the 
companies say that they want to employ native people 
on the construction of the pipeline. 


Excuse me, before you go on, 


sir, I'm not here to make any promises for the pipeline 


companies. I'm conducting this Inquiry and holding 
these hearings to find out what you think about all 


ofthis, and I'm going to decide for myself whether I 
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think the promises the pipeline companies are making 
are any good, that is what we are trying to find out 
as we go along. 

THE INTERPRETER: He says I'm 
not trying to get you to promise us anything on the 
pipeline, but do you think there is a possibility that 
~- there is a possibility for the native people to 
make their living, if the pipeline do come through, 
do you think this Arctic Gas Company and Foothills 
Company, you think they're going to hire some native 
people? He says that's all I want to know, that's what 
I'm asking you. That's why I told you at the 
Start, he says, I told you that many times white man 
promise many things to us and he says I told you I 
done a lot of translating for these band member in 
Hay River. 

He says the first time we 
heard about these railroad, there's another thing I'm 


bringing up, but he says we heard about the railroad 


but he says we don’t know what it is. But there again, 


he says, when the railroad was coming through in throug 


this Hay River, he says we were promised something on 


that too. He says at the time they talked about this 


railroad coming into Hay River, he says I was translati 


for the band members on this side when we had a meeting 


with the people about the railroad, and that's the 
time too that they told the native people that only 
natives are going to be working on those trains, and 
there won't be anybody coming in from south to have 


the jobs; and the natives from Hay River is supposed 
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| 

to be on that train, he says. He SayS every time I | 
see those train come in, he says I don't see any native | 
getting off that train. He says not one of the natives. | 
They never gave nobody a job on those trains. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Did -- are | 


you Saying, sir, that none of the native people from 


Hay River got any jobs running the train? 





A No. 
Q Let me just go back to | 
your earlier question, sir. If these pipeline compan- | 


ies are allowed to build a pipeline and if the native 





people want jobs on the pipeline, then I have to figure | 
out a way to make sure that the native people get | 
jobs on the pipeline. That's one of the things I am i 
here for. You say that when they build that railway ! 
to Great Slave Lake you didn't get any jobs on the 


railway. Chief Sayie from Fort Resolution said that 


there are practically no native people employed at 
Pine Point. So we -- I want to know if the native 
people want to work on the pipeline if it goes ahead, | 
and then I have to figure out a way to make sure that 
you do get jobs on the pipeline if you want them. That 


is what the Government of Canada has asked me to ao. 


says for what you're saying I'm going to say thanks 
to you; but he says I'm going to tell you another 
thing, he says like you are sitting in here, he says 
by rights you guys should try and get employment on 
those things for themtive, I'd be glad if you guys 


THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he 
could do that, he says. That what I was trying -- 
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Yes, he says what he's worry- 
ing about, he Says, what's going to happen to our land 
if they decide to run the pipeline through Hay River? 
He says what's going to happen to our land? They're 
going to kill it or they're going to spoil it. 

Yes, he says even right now 


I see what's going on, he says our land is spoiled 


quite badly. Who done it? He says ever since the white 


man came into Hay River, he says, they sure spoil a 
lot of land around Hay River itself. 

Yes, he says, ever since 
Kaps and Northern Transportation started shipping 
freight down from this Hay River, he says our land 
doesn't look too good from the other way if yau look 
at it. He says that's how badly they spoiled it. 

He said I was born in Hay 
River. He said he was born in Hay River on 1904, and 
he's 71 years old now. He says he's been watching 
all what's going on, right along. 

He says I've seen what's 
going on on T.V. about the pipeline, he says. Even I 
watch it on T.V. sitting in a hearing like this having 
meeting. 

He says he's reading these 
"News of the North" and all the newspapers, he says 
he always buys them and keep watch what's going on. 
Yes, he says, up north, he says down the Mackenzie 
River I guess you face a lot of people, lot of native 
people and you talk to them a lot of time, you heard 


what they told yau about the pipeline. Yes, he says, 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


Ey Norn 


all these different tribes of people along this Macken- 
zie River, he says, there's different people. On what 
land they were born on, well they really care much for 
their own land. 

He says, like I told you, what 
I told you about this Kaps Transport and Northern 
Transportation, how they spoil this land in Hay River, 
he says once the pipeline starts he says there is a 
lot of things going to look different when they start. 
He says a lot of things are going to look spoiled. 

He says he just brought these 
up to you because, he says, I'm quite old now, he 
Says, I can't work for my living now, he says, but I'm 
just thinking about this younger generation and what's 
going to happen to them when the pipeline goes through, 
Are they going to be hired on to work steady with them 
and make their living, and that's what I'm worrying 
about. He says I'm not worrying about myself because I 
can't work now, he says I'mnld, but just for this 
younger generation that's what I'm worrying about. 

He says that's all he's going 
to tell. He says thanks for speaking to you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Sim. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: What time are 
you going for supper? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'd 
Say at six o'clock. 

THE INTERPRETER: Well, there is 


one more wants to say a few things to you before we all 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. 


J. McKay | 


go for supper, his name is Joe McKay and he used to 


be a council one time. 





THE COMMISSIONER: We'll swear 
you in, sir. We'll just ask the secretary to come 


forward and swear you in. 


THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he says 





| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
JOE McKAY, sworn: | | 


he's been from quite a while back, he's not young, he's 
an old guy now, he says he knows what went on quite 

a while, and he says he heard about something -- he 
heard something about that river running by Fort 
McMurray. Yes, he says, when they're hauling fuel 
with barges through McMurray, he says he heard about 


a barge being bust and there was a lot of oil- spilled 


there one time, and the river was flowing with nothing 


but fuel for a while. 
He said after there was quite 
a spill along that river, he says all the rats got 


killed with it and even ducks and geese and quite a 


few other things that died on account of that. 

Yes, according to what they 
were hauling with those barges, compared to this pipe- 
line he says that one barge full of fuel had been 


spilied, he"said ‘thisvisayust like one iittle cupfor 





the pipeline; but he says it sure spoil a lot of things 


Warchlate. 
This Great Slave Lake, he 
Says, there is quite a few rivers flowing out onto this 


Great Slave Lake. So one of these days the same thing 
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J. McKay 
l is going to happen what I heard about it one time, he 
2 Says it's going to happen up in the north around 
3 this lake, it's Goan to happen one of these days. | 
4 All these small animals, they : 
5 couldn't travel with boats so they pretty well have | 
6 tolive in water, and they swim all the time, so if 
7 their fur gets wet or gets wet with Oil, he says es, 
8 bound to drown, 
9 These native people, they're 
10 poor, tht's why they said, no, they don't want no 
Th. pipeline because they're afraid of they don't know what 
TP is going to happen if pipeline come through, well they 
12 don't know what's going to happen to all the animals. 
14 So this Mackenzie River flows 
V5 out onto the Arctic Ocean, he says, and if they happen 
16 to run the pipe under the water and the pipe bust, 
vey he says are they going to clean up all that fuel, gas | 
18 whatever is flowing out onto the Arctic coast? Are ee | 
19 going to clean up right away or the water is going 
20 to get polluted with it. 
2 When we talk about this because 
22 we're talking our language so I understood all of 
23 what they were saying. When the pipeline run through 
24 like that and if the pipeline bust, well they're going 
25 to have a bunch of men available there so they can 
26 repair that pipe right away, patch it up or anything, 
27 and theyre going to try and keep those gas and fuel 
28 from flowing, but he says I wonder if they'll ever fix 
29 that quick, because before it start flowing all over. 


| 
30 Yes, he says, they're only : 
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J. McKay 


going to work on that pipeline during the winter. He 
Says what if they run across somebody's trapline, and 
what if they put fae pipe in a ways so if a trapper 
come along and he see a bunch of men working on there 
he says, "You can't go across over this, you have to 
turn. .back." 

The man says, "What the 


native people going to do if trapline cut off with 


a a a ee en 
& 





a pipeline like that?" 

Yes, he says, all the native 
people, he says they do quite a bit of hunting in the 
summer, he says, all the way along the Mackenzie 
River uti like that, Now he says if the people 
doing hunting in the summer like that and he comes alon 


and all of a sudden he come to a bunch of crews working 


ean, eee AN: 


on the pipeline and he says, "You can't go across this, 


you can't do any hunting around this area because you 





might start a fire or forest fire," he says, "you going 
to burn up everything." 

I'm pretty sure, he Says, 
they'll chase us back from there, they won't let us 
go across thatpipeline. 

Yes, he says, the only way 
a white man makes a living, he says, they got to keep 
working, they've got to make their money to live on but 


he says us native people, he says is different. Many 


fish, I can't eat it because it taste nothing but 
fuel. Even they spill some fuel in the river, he 


times I set net in the river and every time I cook 
says, I bet you down the whole Mackenzie River be the 
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J. McKay 


Same thing, you can't eat nothing, yau can't eat no 
fish from the river because it will taste Straight 
fuel. 
haven't 
I/talked to you long because 
if I wanted to talk long well I'm going to SOvCrazy, 
so that's all I'm going to tell you, 
(LAUGHTER) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


THE INTERPRETER: There is only 


one thing I want to bring up, he Says maybe they wouldn' 


do it but I'll tell you what I mean. 


He says the way I heard about 


this earth, he says it's round like a ball. He Says 
that's the way I heard about it. Yes, he Says, 
they're doing it on top of this earth, that's why the 
people talking about it. Yes, he says,the way I 
heard, this earth is round like a ball, but if they 
want to run a pipeline through it, why don't they dig 
it right through the earth and let it run out the 
other end, he says, that way nobody will talk about 
roe 
(LAUGHTER) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
Well, I think its time for supper. 
(LAUGHTER) 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: We'll come 
back at eight o'clock, chief, do you want us to? 
CHIEF TOM SONFERE: 0O.K, 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 6:15 P.M.) 
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(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 9 P.M.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Take a chair 


or just stand by the walls. Somebody didn't get in, 
eh? A few more chairs here, gentlemen, if you want to 
move up, or just atand at the sides. Just make your- 


selves comfortable. 


I'll call our meeting to order 


tonight and say how much I appreciated what all of you 
who spoke this afternoon had to say. What each of 

you who spoke this afternoon said was recorded, taken 
down in writing, and will be printed and will be 

-- a copy will be sent back to Chief Sonfere so that 
you will have a permanent record of what was said, and 
of course I will have a record of what was said so 

I can read it again and study it again. 

So tonight anyone who wishes 
to speak should feel free to just say whatever is on 
your mind about the pipeline and the things that you 
are concerned about in connection with the pipeline. 

I've said all I'm going to 
say for right now, so I'm waiting for any one of you 


to -- 


THE INTERPRETER: Edward Fabien 


he said he didn't attend the meeting this afternoon 
but he just finished work and he's going to Say a 


few words to you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, thank 


you, Sir. We'll just swear you in, if we may, and 


then you can proceed. 
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E. Fabien 


al EDWARD FABIEN, Sworn: 

2 THE INTERPRETER: He's going 

3 to tell you a eetP things about what the older people 

4 used to make their living way back a few years ago. 

5 He's going to talk to you about it. He's going to talk 


to you about the way these treaty Indians, they used 
to make a living. It was kind of hard, but they still 
made their own living and he's going to talk to you 
about that. 

He says the way his dad taught 
him when he was 12 years old, that's when his dad 
taught him how to trap and make a living off the 
land. His old man taught him how to trap, they never 
used to live in this kind of a building. They never 
used to sit in a building like this. They used to have 
an open fire and they used to sit around the fire, 


that's when their dad taught them. His dad taught him 


fish, rabbits, that's the way his dad taught him, 
Them days not used to be like today, he says. Every 
time they get up in the morning all the food used to 
be frozen, but still they still tried to keep on. 

You look at these people 
sitting here today that went through all those, not 
only in Hay River but down north Mackenzie River, all 
the people made their living that way. All their 
training, and that's the way they used to make their 
living. Nobody got rich while they were making a livin 
off the bush, but they had their family well-fed right 
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in the bush. He taught him how to make a living on 
along. Welfare never used to -- in them days welfare | 
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never used to help the people, but if your dad didn't 
kill nothing and he never fed you, you got to worry 
about your next meal, 


Yes, he says, not like what 


| 

| 

| 
it's today now. He says the government official, aan | 
making their living and not like us Indians what they | 
are today. He says we're employed by the white man 
up till today, but we never got rich with it. He : 
says how come the white man struck the oil and they're 
making a living off our land? How come us Indians, we 
can't find nothing and we're still going to struggle 
for our life? 

Ever since I known, he says, 
‘ 

the government's making all kinds of money out of my | 
land. He says how come they struck oil, they found 
gold, and they're making money off our lake, he says | 
how come? This is our own land, but he says we never : 
seen a cent out of our land yet. He says we're not | 
getting rich out of our land. We let the whitefman and 
the govenment's making the money out of our land. 
He says how come? 

Up till today, he says, ever 
since I seen, today we're getting poor. Ever since there 
is more white man coming to our land, we're getting 
poorer. He says we never used to go very far to kill 
our meals and we used to make our money, but nowadays 
it's not like that. Ever since white man coming into 
Northwest Territories, us Indians are getting poorer, 
he says we can't even make -- we can't even think about 


where our meals going to come for next one because 


| 
He 
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there's too many white mans coming aroundour ways 
and we can't even make our living off the bush no 
more, 
But he says the way I look 
at it, I figure those people who are ever making more 


money here out of our country should help us back 


more than what he is trying to do. Yes, he says, 
the way you guys talking to us today now, he says 
you must done quite a bit of talking about this 
pipeline, it's going to go through, 

Just when the people figure 
it's not going to go any further ahead, that's when 
youstart talking to the Indians, If they're planning 
to run the pipeline through Hay River and they're 
planning to start this pipeline, they're going to 


run it all over, they're going to make things harder 


for the Indians. 

He says the way he figures 
about this pipeline, if they “re going to run it 
through Hay River or whatever, wherever they run it, 
they going to make the Indians go back to what they 
used to be, 

Even right now, he says, 
you go to the stores, he says the prices it's high 
on the meat and everything, he says. What's going 
to become of us then in the coming future? That's 
what he's worrying about. 

Yes, he says, the way he 
heard about this pipeline that's going to run through, 


he says, according to the diameter they're goingto 
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1 run it, it's about 42 inches, that's about 2% feet and 
é four feet long, he Says if they're ever on it, he 
3 Says, on that, how you expect the animals going to : 
4 go through it or under it? F 
2 As far as the Mackenzie is ik 
6 flowing, he says, he's seen the picture of what the | 
q pipeline is going to be and he says he's seen it with 
8 his own eyes himself. What if they ever run the 
9 pipeline through, if the pipeline happened to bust, is 
10 it going to run away from the river but the fuel or 
11 gas, whatever they put in there, he says it's going 
12 to run down to the river. 
13 Us human lives, he says we 
14 live on water and think about the fish live in water. fr 
15 Not only the human beings, when we bring water every qi 
16 day to live, he says, but think about the animals, all | 
17 the animals got to drink water and live. | 
18 Yes, he says, we're living 
19 in this land, us humans, but we got to live, we've 
20 got to think about these birds, ducks and geese. 
21 When you notice there is water, that's where he's 
Ae going to land and that's where he's going to live off 
23 the land, by water, and that's where he's nesting -- 
24 that's where he's doing his nesting. 
25 What if they ever happen to 
26 run the pipeline across the highway, and if the pipe 
2] happened to bust, where are those animals going to | 
28 go because they tromping all over the place and where | 
29 ! 


are they going to survive? 


39 Not only the animals I'm talking 
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about, but what's going to happen to our land? Are 
the trees going to die and the land is going to be 
buggered up? 

Even our land is going to be 
Spoiled. Yes, he says, look at all the people that 
are living on land in the Northwest Territories. As far 


as the Mackenzie flows, if we see something drown Le 





even a rat if something drown it there, if he's 
floating down the river, he says, we're going to be 
sad because that's what we used to make our izvings.. on, 
and he drowned it and now it's floating down the 
river. He says that's going to make us feel bad. 


Ever Since this Mackenzie 





Highway came down north, he says there's a lot of 
animals been dead on the highway. After that the 
Slave Lake Railway came down, and then he even heard 
that even the moose were getting killed on it. What 
they used to make a living off is moose and things 
like that, but there is southern transportation 
truck driver run over and they're killing them off, 
and what the Indians think. Even one time he heard 
about somebody run into the moose, and half and half 
fell on each side of the road. 

The Indians would have made a 
good living off that one moose. It's just wasted like 


that on the road. Ever since that moose got killed 





with the railroad, his boy happened to be working 


on there and he seen what went on. Yes, he says for 


t 
‘ 


my part, he says, when I stop and think if the pipeline 


goes through, he says, we going to find it tough for 
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Us) and its going to be hard for the native people, 





that's why I'm talking about this here. 

Yes, he says, not all the 
natives are employed, he says. Some of them still 
go out trapping and they make their living off the 


bush, He says we're not employed all the time. He 


| 

Says we have to go out in the bush and do some trap- 

ping and still making our living off the land, 
yes, he says I°m not going | 

to do all the talking right now, he says I might tell 

you this, but he says I'd be glad if you could tell 

me just a few words of what you think about us. 

THE COMMISSIONER: A few words} 
about what? 

THE INTERPRETER: Well, he | 
says he just told you a little life story like this, | 
he says, can yau tell me how I'm -- can you tell him | 
what you think about this pipeline after what was 
going on? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm 
NGTescO. tind. out, whatsyou ‘think aboute4t,.sir,) and 
the other people that live here, in Hay River, and 
I'm going to be visiting all the towns and villages 
in the Mackenzie Valley to find out what the people 
in each town and each village think about the 
pipeline, and then I have to tell the Federal Govern- 
ment what I think it will all mean, and the Federal | 
Government then has to make up its mind. But I really 
have come here to listen to you and I won't be ina 


position to make up my mind until I've heard from all 
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wp the people who live in the Mackenzie Valley, and that 

will take me quite a few months more before I've met 

them all, just ae ran meeting you people here tonight. 
But don't feel that you have 

to give the floor up, if you've still got something 

to say I'm very interested in everything you've told me. 


Those of you who are at the 





back, feel free. There's a couple of chairs here, feel 

free to move up and occupy them, if you wish, or to 

Stand along by the blackboard there. You don't have 

to stay at the back if you'd rather come up a little 

closer. 
THE INTERPRETER: Mr, Berger, : 

I hope if you want me to translate I hope you make 


your sentence short because -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, they 
understood, | 

THE INTERPRETER: I know they 
understand, but for my translating , I hope you make 
your sentence short, 

THE COMMISSIONER: O.K, 

THE INTERPRETER: I translate 
it back in Slavey. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
I*ll bear that in mind. 

THE INTERPRETER: If you'd | 
do that, Mr. Berger. : 

THE COMMISSIONER: Those lawyers 
are laughing. | 


(LAUGHTER) 
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Bb. Maxtel | 

i THE INTERPRETER: Joe Sutton | 
2) .isrnotlénehére. | 
3 ) (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, is erg 
5 anyone else who wishes to say anything about -- | 
6 | THE INTERPRETER: Fred Martel i 
7 is coming up and he's going to say a few words to you, | 
8 MR. MARTEL: If you don't mind? | 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Not at all, : 
10 MR. MARTEL: You don't mind if | 
Yi I say a few words? 
LZ THE COMMISSIONER: Please do, 
Bias Sir, you can be seated, if you wish. You don't have to | 
14 stand up unless you want, | 
15 MRR MARTEL: You don’t) mind if : 
16 I have my interpreter with me, please? 
17 THE COMMISSIONER: Right. | 
18 MR, MARTEL: I don't like to | 
BLAS Say these words because some people don't understand | 
20 my English words, you know. I want to have interpreter. | 
21 THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 


FRED MARTEL unsworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is Fred 
Martel. What I want to ask you, what meeting for? 


I don't know, 


introduce himself and I think he talks English better 
than me, and I don't know why he wants me to translate, 


THE INTERPRETER: Well, he 
What's on his mind, he's going to tell you because he 
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F. Martel 


already introduce himself and I'll try my best to 
translate for him anyway. If I don't do right I 
guess he'll go ehend and translate himself. 
(LAUGHTER) 
Yes, he says he's heard a 
lot about this pipeline and he's says I'm going to 


talk to you about it tonight, but I says that doesn't 





mean nothing to me, 

THE INTERPERTER (speaking for 
himself): I came here as translator and I can't talk 
about anything like that. Mr. Berger, if there's any- 
thing come up, well, I'm not going to translate it to 
you,on what the people want, I'm going to translate 
it, but if anybody wants to be against the meeting 
here I'm not going to translate it. 

(OFF THE RECORD DISCUSSION IN SLAVEY) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I want to 
make it clear that everybody has the riht to speak 
about the pipeline. We seem to be running into a eee 
of a problem. 

THE INTERPRETER (speaking for 
himself): Mr. Berger, can I ask you a few questions? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Sure, 

THE INTERPRETER: Because I'm 
hired through these council and chiefs and I'm hired 
through you, and what we're going to talk about tonight 
I'm a translator, and if they going to strictly talking 
about pipeline I'll translate; but anything else that's 
going to buck chief and council, I'm not going to 


translate. I'm going to be honest that way tonight. 
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F, Martel 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well -- 

THE INTERPRETER: If somebody 
wants to bring something up that's going to make sense, 
I'll translate it to you; but if it's not I'm not going 
to translate. They're just wasting too much time, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, maybe, 
Sir, we could -- I don't want to stop you from saying 
anything you want to say, even if it isn't altogether 
popular here. Maybe you could compose your differences 
with the interpreter -- 

THE INTERPRETER (for himself): 
But where they were this afternoon they had an oppor- 
tunity to talk to you this afternoon. After supper, 
that's when a bunch coming in. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
think that we'll come back to you in a minute, sir, if - 

THE INTERPRETER (for himself): 
Well, if they want to talk to you privately they can 
talk to you,, but not in open meeting like this. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, look, 
I don't -- we're all getting along very well here but 
I don't want anyone to think that somebody came here 
and wanted to say something and didn't get the chance, 
SO maybe we could just break for about five minutes and 
Seo if we can corti thisuont.. Would that be all, right, 
chief? 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 9:35 P M,) 
(BROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 9:45 P.M.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
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Chief f,..Sonfere 


we will swear you as an interpreter, We've impressed 
a new interpreter into service, so we'll have to swear 
him, 
(JOC TAMBOUR SWORN AS INTERPRETER) 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
thank you, sir. 

THE INTERPRETER: The chief 
Says do you want to speak for a while before we start 
again? 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 


CHIEF TOM SONFERE , resumed: 


THE INTERPRETER: The chief 
said that since we started from one o'clock in the 
morning till six -- I mean one o'clock in the afternoon 
until six, then he says the meeting was going pretty 
good. He says that the people that want to listen 
to the radio, maybe if they want to listen to it, to 
g1Sfen tout. Maybe his people,like the band members, 
if they want to say something they can say it. 

We're not allowed to speak, 
but if the people want to speak on their own rights, 
we're not going to stop them, They're going to go 
ahead and do whatever they want to do. 

The chief says he wants to 
make everything fixed the way it is, he wants to cover 
this pipeline imeting and he wants to do whatever he 
wants with the people. If they want to speak, they're 
on their Gant eee een do whatever they do, except 


they can speak if they want to on their own free will, 


that ic, 
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latest, if they want 


this pipeline means, 


in the meeting here, 


in the drurs here, he 


a meeting that long, maybe they might have some playful 


Stuff over here, put on an Indian dance or something 


like that. 


549 


Chiete tT. Sontere 
F. Martel 


The old woman that are the 





to say whatever they want to what 
they can go ahead and do it. 

The chief said since they brought 
and he says ever since they brought). 


Says maybe we don't like to have 


{ 





He says thank you very much, 


Now he wants to listen to his people here. 


around here, he says 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


| 
FRED MARTEL, resumed: | 
THE INTERPRETER: The people | 


even the government or anybody, 


| 
that's the way we were living before, way before them. | 
| 


He says like Dan Sonfere say before, 


the chief, he says that's the one the same damn -- 


he says that's the same thing that's going on here. 


If you help each another, that is we've got to cross 


that bridge. As long as we put the bridge across, that's 


the way we've got to help each another because that's 





to help each another, 


the only way we can get throughout this land, we got 


Now to listen to one other 


of his opinion of each another. they think and 


what we think we help one another. If their way is 


right, then we agree with them. That's the way we 


think it is. My land, your land, everything about the 
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F. Martel 


Same. Even the hills over there, Cameron Hills, 
if we want to put it straight we have to put it 
Straight. But it doesn't matter anything about our 


land, then you guys land. If, we figured we're not 


working together and we work, we go ahead and do 
what we do with our land, they can do with what their | 
land is. Now then, the people they get treaty money 
$5., and then this year is $5., that's what we get 
for our treaty money. That's the money you brought 
here, that's the evidence that you brought in. 

THE COMMISSIONER: $53; that’s 
a year's pay, is it, under the treaty? 

THE INTERPRETER: That's 


| 
received here where we supposed to be, he says. That 's| 


| 


| 


| 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that's 


what we get for only one year to boss our land around. 


a point very effectively made. 


THE SLNLERPRETER: iThatcs. fox 





sure. 
THE COMMISSIONER: You know, 


the trouble, sir, with doing that is we -- Mr. Bell 


then the Inquiry staff would probably dispose ofAt. 
THE INTERPRETER: Maybe his 
wife and him don't even support with that $5. enough. 
Maybe especially if you buy straight candies. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
think that with all these photographs being taken 
of it, I think what.we"lledo,ssixrgpis-get one of 


there might ask that it be marked as an exhibit and 
these gentlemen to give us one of their photographs 
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F. Martel 
a When they've been developed, and we will mark the 
a photograph as an exhibit so that we won't oblige you 
3 to leave all of these goods with us. 
4 THE INTERPRETER: A council 
5 has just told me a joke about it. He says even this 
6 | paper bag cost $2. He says before in the olden days 
| when we had a big meeting like this we used to buy 
8 tea and coffee for the people, and then after that 
9 they have big drum dance. Today, he says you don't 
10 have none of that. 
iL | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you'r 
2 | doing your best anyway, sir. 
13 THE INTERPRETER: ” It ‘all 
= depends on the view. He says this is all we have to 
22 eat throughout the year. That's not very much, he 
16 Says. If you're going to buy this much it doesn't 
17 matter, but him, he's worried about whatever grub 
18 there is’, but that's ‘true? I thank “heaven “it "s “right 
19 here. He says that's all he's going to speak on now. 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
21 very much. 
ue (WITNESS ASIDE) 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: The people 
24 that are at the back, if you want to step around the 
25 sides and by the blackboard or by the windows, you're 
26 welcome. Is there anyone else who wishes to speak 
27 | Poni che? Yes, certainly. 
28 | * (CANDIES, CIGARETTES ETC. - MARKED EXHIBIT C-14) 
29 THE INTERPRETER: Albert told 
30 me that you have to, in the first town over here, he 
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Re Sontere - 


Says you got all kinds of things down over there. 
(OFF RECORD DISCUSSION) 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, I think we should swear you in, Mr. Sontere ., 
Miss Hutchinson, would you -- | 

RAY SONFERE: I'll speak 
in Slavey for a while and then I'll translate the 


thing over into English. 


THE: COMMISSIONER: ‘All-right. 





RAY SONFERE, sworn: 
THE WITNESS: My name is Ray 
; here 
Sonfrere, I was born and raised/in Hay River, so this 
is my home, and these are my people. I'm presently | 
working for the Territorial Government as an informa- 
tion officer but what I'm saying and speaking now is 


from my people, not from the government. 





Like many people who love 
their homes, their parents, their relatives, and their 
land, I need and love the land I was born and raised 
on. Many people find meaning in different things 
in life. Native people find meaning in theland, and 
they need it and they love it. They love not only 
the land but the things God put on it. Sometimes you 
stand on the shore of the lake, you see high waves 
rolling onto shore and it's pushed by winds you 
can't see. Soon it's all calm again. 

In the winter you see flowers 
trees, rivers and streams covered with snow and frozen 
In the spring it all comes back to life. This has a 


strong meaning for my people and me, and we need it. 
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1 I'm lucky to have a good 
2 | job and making good money. But many of my people don’ 4) 
1 I'm lucky to have -so much education I can speak for | 
4 myself, but there are many people, many of my people | 
5 who can't, I think I can safely say that these | 
6 | people are not ready for pipeline. 
7| In this land there are many , 
8 poor people. When you start a big project, whether | 
9 | it's a pipeline or anything big, you see people, tHese! 
10 poor people who we should remember and its these poor 
Ll people who should be listened to, not the people who 

U2 are rich. 

13 If there is a slight doubt in 

14 the mind of anyone as to who will benefit, strike | 
15 out the project and forget about it. If the pipeline, 

16 will not benefit the poor people, it's best to forget : 
17 | about rie As I sit here talking I'm not speaking fan 
18 myself. I only want to see the poor people benefit. 

19 These days everyone seems 

20 to be racing after something, and it seems that they 

a1 are racing after money. People like this can hurt 

22 poor people. While I was listening to the hearing 

23 across the river, I heard some people speak. Some were 
24 good, but to my way of thinking, some were bad. 

25 | They were actually talking about how they can make 

26 more money. You can't listen to these kind of people. 
2d You can't listen to people who only work for money. | 
28 You got to listen to people who are poor, because these 
29 are the people who everybody should be working for. | 


30 Some of these people who are 
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l standing up and speaking have cars, good homes, money. 
2 But they want more. How much more before they are 
3 happy? People like this don't seem to mind to hurt 
4 people. You can't base any decisions such as a | 
5 pipeline project on the minds of these kind of Pens 
6 | or the wish of these kind of people. 
7 Many native people all the | 
8 way down the Mackenzie River are worried about the | 
9 land and the people. They are worried about pipeline 
10 and what would happen if the pipeline is built. If | 
ll the pipeline is built against the wishes of native 
19 people, it will create bad feeling for many years 
13 to come. The most important thing to remember when 
14 | you talk about the pipeline is the people. They are 
15 the most important. | 
16 | | You could put a price tag | 
17 | on different things in life, even on the pipeline, | 
18 but you can't put a price tag on people. | 
19 I have much more to say but : 
20 that will be all for now. 
a) (APPLAUSE) 
a9 I wish you people the best | 
oie. of luck. May God travel with you people as you travel | 
24 to native people. Listen to what the poor people | 
25 say. I hope the government,oil companies, politicians 
26 | and governments remember that native people, like 
27 everyone else, want to be happy. They want good future | 
28 for their children, and their wishes must be respected, 
29 ihawis pe... | 


| 
30 (APPLAUSE) | 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 

very much, Mr. Sonfere. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE INTERPRETER: Thank you, 
Judge Morrow, I'm sorry, I'm always thinking about 
the other judge. 

(LAUGHTER) 
Maybe we 

should go for supper or something. 


I would 


like to say a few things about the younger generation. 


It's for the younger generation that are coming up 
today right now, including me, I'm very young myself, 
I'm thinking about my land. ‘hite men like to make money, 
but what about our land? Do we get any money out 
OfAt? Do we live in the business? If we destroy our 
land or if you guys destroy our land, will they 

give us another land to trap? Where do we fish, in 
the park? Do we have to follow white man's ways? If 
not, we don't follow pipeline ways. Poor people and 
rich people, all they care about is Indian land. 
Never my land but the Indian way. People we have to 
listen, it is poor people. So why don't you put up 
your gear and get out of the land? 

Never mind where the pipe 
goes, it's up to the land. If the land wants a pipe, 
you have to go. They say you've got $50 million. 
How much does that go to the Indians? We live with 
the Indian ways. Can any white man change it? They 


can because we live this way and we are Indians. 
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Do we get notes, do we get 


trappers, do we get fishermen? Never. All they tell 


us is, "Go down yonder and go see game warden." 


Do we have free hunting? 


Not unless we have licence, 


People are more than 


the land. Unless we have to do our own way we do it 


our way. 

THE 
very much, Yes sir? 

MR. 
I say one word? 

THE 
mind at all. 

MR. 


THE 


COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


MARTEL: Do you mind if 


COMMISSIONER: No, I don't 


MARTEL: Keep this. 


COMMISSIONER: All right, 


we'll keep it, and you have our thanks, sir. 


MARTEL: You welcome, 


COMMISSIONER: Anyone else 


FABIEN, resumed: 


MR. 

THE 
Neca i, 

ROY 

THE 
swear you in. 

THE 


I got sworn in on Wednesday. 
THE 


THE 


INTERPRETER: We better 


WITNESS: Well, I think 


COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 


WITNESS: Well, I'm going 


to try and explain what I want to say in English. 


This is mostly for, like the way I feel, being a young 


native person who has an education, and like how I 


feel right now. 
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R. Fabien 


Lym going co translate, in 
Slavey. 


i Mm aevoung native: Indian, 





i've got san education, I've got a job with the govern-, 
ment, and there is one thing that people, like 0O.K., 
most of the native people say, RO we got to 
grow up our children so that we can use them when 


they, grow wpvand they can) fight for us," 





I grew up here in Hay River. 
i went to school until I was about 16), and then 1 
quit, then about three years later I went back to Fort 
Smith for the Adult Fducation program and I got my 


Grade 1l, and the same year I just completed -- well, 





part of my Grade 11 anyway, I got a job as an adult 
educator trainee and I worked in Smith for one year. 
But since I was about 16-17 
years old I been travelling around trying to figure 
out, you know, where I'm at, what I can do for my 
people; and so I thought like if I got this education 
then I would be able to do something for them, But 
-- and then so I come back to Hay River, I came back 
here last year after spending about five years out 
of Hay River and thinking that, "Here are my people 
and I'm going to try and help them through education. 
So I come back and I find 
that people don't accept me as I am, They expected 


me to come back as the way I was five years ago, not 





the way -- they really can't accept me as I am because 
they either can't accept the changes I went through | 


or it's something else. I can't understand what it is 
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So I'm not really accepted | 
back into the culture, maybe because I lost the knowledge 
of dt...50 now, Lim sort.of,=-— and then.J, can'tereally | 


get into the white society because I'm the wrong color 


Like, there's very, very few white people that will | 
be friends with native people. Any of these white | 
people that are friends with native people, it's, you | 
know, it's like a pearl in a pile of gravel, | 
For myself, I find it very | 
hard to identify with anybody because I have nobody to 
turn to. My people don't accept me any more because 
I got an education, and the white people won't accept 


me because I'm not the right color. So like, a lot 


of people keep saying, "O.K., we've got to educate 





these native -- these young native people so that 
they can become something." But what good is it 
if the person has no identity? They have nobody to 


identify with. They can't identify with the white 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
people because they won't accept them, and you can't | 
really identify with your people because they won't 
accept you. So when you're sending, O.K., like in 

the cases of these -- the pipeline company sending 

all these young people down into Southern Canada and 
getting them into jobs, now how are these -- what is 
going through these young people's minds? Maybe it's 


different in other communities, but that's what 


I've experienced here. 


Ttie rea llvelard al findeit 


really hard to cope with these kind of things, you know, 
| 


and how much young people are going to go through 
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this trip? Even right now, like I said before, I 
can't really identify with anybody and I'm lost. I'm 
just sort of a person hanging in the middle of two 
cultures and doesn't know which way to go. Maybe if 

I tried I probably can step into one of the worlds, 
but like, one is my people and the other is the more 
luxuries of the white man, I guess, 

But rightynowart's); you know, 
to me I don't like, I can't see how the pipeline is 
going to help the people. You know, how are the 
people you're training going to react to their people 
and how are they going to react to the,sort of the 
white culture and all this development? How are we 
going to identify ourselves with any one of the 
cultures sees it's too hard, yau don't know where 
to go. Some people it might be easy for them to 
make up their minds and say, "O.K., I want to be in 
the white culture." But then they're not very happy 
there, and then if they stay in their own culture, 
and they're not happy there because they're not doing 
what they want. 

Soiatis, dikehdethinkryou 
should give the people a longer time to think about 
what they want to do, especially the younger people. 
I have gone through this whole development in Hay 
River. I've seen it grow from about 1,000 to what the 
population is right now, and I've gone through these 
changes, and it's really, really hard on me and I 


don't know where I'm at. 


That's one thing I want to 
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say, but there is another thing I'd like to say -- 
I can't get it straight in my head because I was 
sort of concentrating on one eine and it Ss all 
jumbled up right now so I'll come back later. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, take 
your time. You certainly will have an opportunity 
to speak later. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe you' 

like to come to the front, sir, if you want to make a 


few -- maybe you'd like to sit over here, Mr. Norn, 


ALBERT NORN , unsworn: 
THE WITNESS: I want to tell 


you something about what Raymond and Roy Fabien -- 


Raymond Sonfere and Roy Fabien said, and I appreciate 


with them because I understand Wat Roy and Raymond, 
they were talking about. In 1971 I went to Fort 
Smith and I wanted to take heavy duty equipment 
operator) “and Iifdid)- and PP heard taliythese older 


people and council and chief, they talk to you about 


what kind of a life we have? in the® Northwest Territori 


and when my old man stopped talk to you about, "Do 
the natives going to be fully employed with pipeline 
when it's coming through?" 


Well, I went to school in 


NOW AC At LO VENSMLVEN fw FING. Scand kook Sthe” course as 


a heavy duty operator, and that's when I was told, 
"After you complete your course you can get a job 


any place," and when I heard Raymond and Roy, they're 
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talking about their life and we're rejected many : 
times. After I completed my course I thought I was | 
going to get a cat-skinner operator or grader or | 
front-end loader or forklift. I went and seen Goodzeck | 
Construction and I went and contacted the Manpower 
in Hay River. He told me, he says, "What kind of a 
Jobe youl couldndo?s 


I’ says, “I.could be 





operator," 


He told me, he says, “Come 
back and see me in two weeks time." 

So in two weeks time -- well 
I didn't have no papers, I complete my course and when 
after I told the Manpower to find me a job, well he 
told me which is Mrs. Vail ,Al Vail's wife was 
running the Manpower Office. I came back and she told | 
me, she says, Alex Vail is looking for a grader 


operator,” 





I walk into Alex Vail's 
office and he had his wife as a secretary. She told 
Me7.uWhat Kind Of, a jOb. vou.could.do2” 

Well, I said, "I heard Alex 
is looking for a grader oprator ." 

He told me, he says, "You 
been operating heavy equipment operator before?" 

iesaid,. 1, just. finished my 

He told me, he says, "You 
can't apply as an operator; you're not qualified as 


| 

| 

course, took me nine months to complete it.” 
operator." 
| 
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Sarl COL Mek pri Sala, | Le 
I couldn't qualify as operator," I says,"Tmight as 
Wall) GOpalia LOOK LOY idl) PaDOr. JOD,” And I been 


looking for an operator job -- I been looking for a 





labor job ever since. 
see, they got these A.V.T.C. 
Fort Smith, when you go in they promise you -- you 


see, when I went in there '71, I was told the pipeline | 





was coming through, and they said, "If they ever do 


put the pipeline through," he says, "they're going 


to need about 700 or 900 operators, which going to 

Operate cat, grader, and front-end loader or backhoe, 

whatever you could operate," he says, "you going to | 

be available for that." | 
And when I was standing 

back at the door there when I heard Raymond and Roy 

Fabien talking, that's the way I felt. 


I think us Indians, if we | 
dont) do nothswne tor Ourselt, I think we're going | 


to be rejected from these big operations which ae 
something to us. Now when I tried to talk here one 
time, I tried to say a few words here before, and 

I said, "White man's got big fridge, he can fill the 
door with meat any time they want. No matter how 


long they're gone, they can come back to their fridge 





and they can eat what they want out of it, and they 
can have what they want; but how about us poor native 


people? What kind of fridge we got here?" 


I wouldn't say I'm a good 


hunter, but our land is our fridge. We got moose in 


' 
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A. Norn 


there, we got caribou in there, we got beaver in 
there, we got rats in there, and once the pipeline 
come through, it's going to break up everything and 
we're going to end up with nothing. That's the way 
I felt myself. Same as when I was listening to Roy 
Fabien's talk, and Raymond, you know, we're rejected, 
Sure, we get a promise. We got to go through school 
the same as -- I wouldn't say I'm well educated same 
as Raymond and Roy Fabien, but sure, we try to help 
Ourself one time, but once we're rejected, what can 
we do? 

Maybe there's going to be 
-- maybe there is away for us to make a living, 
but if we haven't got no papers, we got no licence, 
we can't do nothing for ourselves. That's the way I 
talk to myself, you know, after I complete my course 
I bet you there is many more people can tell you 
this. Nomatter how hard we try, there is going to 
be a promise made to us but when the time comes we 
won't be nothing. 

That's the way I felt many 
times myself. I thought to myself, I'm walking down 
the street and I could run the cat, I could run the 


grader, I can run anything, here I'm walking down 


the street as nobody; and there's always somebody else 


in my road, newcomers always seem to get a job, and 
that's what these people are talking about, and I 
understand tonight what they were talking about. 

I was promised in 1971 when 


the pipeline's coming through they're going to need 
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1 lot of operator. How about this Mackenzie Highway what { 
| coming down? They're going to need 780 grader opera- | 
3 tor. Where I am now? Same thing coming with the | 
4 pipeline. They going to need heavy equipment ouepe ts 
3) Where I am now? Do I have to have papers to get on | 
6 | the 30d; =NO., But this is our Jand. | 
7 You know, the government | 
8 paid me $272 a month to keep me going in that AW. .C. 
9 school. Why? They told me something, I figured I | 
a was learning something that time, and I agree with 
11} Raymond Sonfere what he said in here tonight, and I 
a agree with Roy Fabien. He's been rejected out of his 
13| own people many times. Why? | 
14 I bet you I can think of lot | 
2 of heavy equipment operator right now. Howie Martel, 
16 |i he's got a big family. He's getting operating wages : 
Ke right now. How come all the newcomers here take the | 
18 jobs instead of Indians taking it? That's what Roy | 
19 is talking about, That's what Raymond is talking ARR 
20 We don't come from our fridge full of meat and what 
on we're going to turn to next day. We have to fight for 
oe 1t. We have to work for it. 
23 What if pipeline comes | 
24 | through? I bet you we're going to be rejected same | 
25 | as they been rejecting us today. That's what make us 
26 sad today, because the chief and the council sitting | 
27 here, and I'm not going to say this very long, but | 
28 how come Raymond Sonfere he went to school, Roy | 
29 Fabien went to school and they took us to school -- | 
30 I wouldn't say I went to school, but I just took heavy | 
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equipment operator, and I just want to see why they | 
reject us, SO many guys get in our way and we got no 


job. 


Thank you very much, and 


wiac seal) Lm, going torte you. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 


sir. (WITNESS ASIDE) 


THE INTERPRETER: The chief 
Says one of the councillors here behind him, Jim 


Lamalice , he says when we speak we speak the truth 





about what the pipeline is going to go through. The 
woman that swore us in, we thank her very much for 
Swearing us in because we can tell the truth. When 
we put our hands on the Bible, at least we tell the | 


truth, we do not lie about what we will have to say. | 


JIM LAMALICE , resumed: | 
THE INTERPRETER: He says that 


he understands that he heard also the pipeline meeting 


I 


here, and he says that the people, they said they know 


| 
that means "No" and he's happy about that, and he meant 
it. He says if it was way back and the kids grew up | 
theresathataat youybrought upithis thing); it's very | 
| 

important and you'll say you agree with him, too. | 
He says whatever the younger | 

generation thinks, he knows that they would -- they | 
have to destroy our land. He says the woods around | 
here, whatever you can see,that's our woods. That was, 


destroyed because way back in the old times, that's 
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Pe aeseaeke, one 
J. Lamalice 
| 
i the way they were, that's their fuel. They didn't | 
is have to destroy it because they're still going on it. | 
3 The reason why he's telling 
i you this is because not to spoil our land, because 
> that's our fuel, even if he gets a living better than 
6] we do, because you guys are burning gas and we are 
| burning woods. | 
| He said nobody said "Yes" | 
| around here, and on the MacKenzie River nobody said 
a "NYes-© to," so' TI wonder’1f you’guys going’ to carry on 
= With this,’ since’ they all said,’ "No." 
le He says we have to go hunting 
Se and kill our own game. Do you guys ever throw them | 
a | on the road and let us pick them up and ever bring them| 
8 down for food? He says I bet you threw out the North- | 
Pod west Territories, everybody says the same thing, too, | 
17 | but again with the wildlife game there, the ones that | 
rs they kill or whatever they do with it. Same thing | 
» with it. 
Cad He says that his land that we | 
~ Tivi in, we like it very much, like the young people 
aa that said that they really like it themselves, as well 
as as the older people, the older generation because 
- they knew -- they haven't that experience but they 
a know whatever the land they want. That's the land 
aed they have. | 
2d) He says we do not like to 
— chase our native people around, except we want to | 
ae help one another and we do not chase them away. He | 
30 





says that even four of us sitting here, if they don't 
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J. Lamalice 


like what we said they can coma and say whatever they 
want and we can help each another and discuss this 
thing over, and then bring out the right point. 


Old village and new village, we have been separted 


567 


because -- Te ‘dees not matter butit. does: 


| 


not go because of the white man ways, that's how come we 


were separated from the new village to the old village. 


They blame this white man because they separate us, he 


says, we do not understand. We were staying in the old 


village and we moved down to the new village. We blame 


the white man, because if they tell us to go, we don't 


have to go. It's our land, what we want to do with it, 


we do it. 


He said now that we're having 


that much trouble you bring up this pipeline, if you 
bring this pipe through here we'll have more troubles 
than what we had before. Even the poor people around 
here, they have been living on trapline, what if they 
spoil them? That's all they get is the trap, and fet 
they get the trap, if they catch a fur, then they get 
money for it. That's the way they been living. 
That's all he want to say, 


and he says I hope you do not leave our language what 


we tell you about or what our compaints about. Dhat:ts 


all he wanted to Say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 


very much. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 


MR. SABOURINE® "rrrsec OL all i 


like to know that, not only me but probably a whole 


bunch of people in this town here -- 
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1 I want to listen to what is being said and it's 
=| difficult to hear sometimes when there's a lot of | 
s noise going on in‘the room, so you just carry on, sir, | 
4 | and we'll all try to listen to you. | 
5 


| 
él PETER SABOURINE, sworn: 














7 || ZHEGWLINESS: First of ali, | 

8 a lot of people in this village from Hay River, they | 
9 like to know what's all this pipeline about, you Roa 
10 |} and how many miles and that. Me myself, I've been | 
Lly living here since I was 25 years old, and I really 
12 don't know how many miles is that or anything. So I think-- 
13 well, myself, I live off the land sometimes when I don't 
14 have a job, eh, and first of all I'd like to know | 
15 how many miles this pipeline is supposed to be? | 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'll 
17 | answer tthat, wf yout Like ,“or try tor One of the : 
18 pipeline companies wants to bring the pipeline from | 
19 the Mackenzie Delta along the Mackenzie River and then| 
20 it will cross the Mackenzie River south of Fort | 
21 Simpson, and then go down to Alberta. One of the | 
22 other pipeline companies wants to bring its pipeline | 
23 from the Mackenzie Delta along the Mackenzie River | 
24 and then they want to bring a branch line to Hay River 
25 | and to Pine Point to supply gas to Hay River and | 
26 | Pine Point. That's what the pipeline proposals in- | 
27 volve, but both of them would mean that a lot of | 
28 pipe would have to be brought by train to Hay River | 
29 and then taken on barges down the Mackenzie River and 


30 it would mean that there would be a great deal of 
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1 new development in Hay River, and a great many people | 
2 would be employed there, and I think both of the 
| 
3 pipeline companies say that that is what their pro- | 
4 posals would mean to the people who live here. | 
5 A I think quite a bit of | 
6 | the native people here are against it, I think. I | 
a am, anyways. I don't know, but I -- | 
8 Q Well, a lot of people | 
| have spoken here today, this afternoon and this : 
10 evening, and if you say you're against it, you don't | 
a seem to be alone in that, | 
L2 A But what profit do 
13. the native people have from the pipeline? : 
| 
14 Q Well, the pipeline | 
15. companies say that they want to give native people : 
16 jobs, building a pipeline, and then they say when | 
17 the pipeline is finished theywant to give native | 
18 people jobs running the pipeline. We have the people | 
19 | from the two pipeline companies here, if you want me | 
20 to have them come up and explain these things in 
pal greater detail. I'm just telling you what they've 
22 told me, 
23 A I think, you know, pro- | 
24 | bably from killing animals or something like that, liv+ 
25 ing off the land, there's a lot of wild game involved 
es in this. Over how many thousand miles is it? 
27 | Q Well, I think it's | 
ae) about 1,000 miles from the Arctic Ocean to the Alberta | 
29 border, and then it goes south from there into the | 
30 | Southern Canada and the United States, and up at the 
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P. Sabourine 


Arctic Ocean it goes through the Mackenzie Delta 


over to Alaska to pick up Alaskan gas. Alitogether it's) 


| 
| 
| 
2,600 miles, something like that. But the people | 
here in the Northwest Territories are concerned about | 
the 1,000 miles of pipeline that comes from Mackenzie | 
Delta right down to the Alberta border. : 
A But how is this supposed 
to affect our, you know, our jobs? I have a hard time 


getting a job myself now. How do I know I'll get 


ayjyou on Ft? 


| 
| 
Q Well, we were told 
last night by the pipeline companies that they have 
been training people who live in the north, including | 
native people, to do jobs on the pipeline, a nd they | 
say they have 100 people from the north that they are | 
training now to work on the pipeline, If -- that's | 
what they told us last night. 


A I was trained on 


heavy equipment course at the A.V.T.C., you know. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
What they should have did is given them their jobs | 
when I finished my course, but they never did, and 
I would have been a qualified operator now. But they 
Gono GOstnat. 

Q Sorry, you never what? | 


A They never did, you know 


they never got me a job as soon as I got out of my 


Q I see. That's inter- 


course. 
esting, that's what the last man who spoke said. | 


A Yeah, well I got my 
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P,. Sabourine 


certificate, that's all they give me, and they never 


give me no job. 


Q I see, 
A How's that? 
Q Well, I'm interested in 


hearing about that because I have to consider what 


happened to you and to the other people who have told 


me about what happened to them when I'm looking at the 


pipeline company's statement that they will -- and 
expect to provide jobs on the pipeline to native 


people. Do you know, how long were you at A.V.T.C.? 


A Seven months. 

Q Training in heavy 
equipment? 

A Yes. 

Q How long ago did you 
get your certificate? 

A lt. was. '72,,\ and they 


were supposed to give me a job after I finished my 
training, but they never got me a job. They sent me 
home and they give me a little certificate and now 
I can't get a job. They could have sent me somewhere 
where I can get more experience, you know, on con- 
struction work or something like that. 

CHIEF LANDRY: 

You see, what happens when 
you building pipeline, you training welders. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder, 
I'd like to hear from you, sir. Could we swear you 
in please? Miss Hutchinson? 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 
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Chief A. Landry 
CHIEF ARCHIE LANDRY, Sworn: 
THE WITNESS: You see what he' 


talking about, he's building houses in training. You 


Sierra eee ct 10 a ee 


guys see the people from outside. 
YOuUNCan’ tistrain,in.Scuo0ol 


building a pipeline. You do one thing. 


You push him, there is no way 
Indian people are going to learn in seven months, no 
way; but the other story, Indian ways, you people up 
this way, I've been working around people all my life | 


now, just lately become chief 11 months, I know how it 





To le KNOW sNOW Lt. ts. tLOcDe™windzan, to get. a jOb.) As 
long as you got black hair you can't get a job. White | 
men turn you down. That's the way it is. 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. I am interested in what each one of 
you has had to say about your own experiences. That's : 
something that I have to know about. Yes, you wanted 
to add something? 

MR. SABOURINE: There's a -- 


they're talking about pipeline, eh, and this is suppos- 





ede to bewayreserve sn t ste UN.2. Sse going to get..our 
land across here, EP don't kKnowenothingwabout it, 91 don't 
even know nothing about pipeline, only what I read in 
the Indian magazine. What I'm trying to say is this, 
they train people, they spend so much money but they 
can't -- they don't .get a qualified certificate or 


something, qualified operator. Why don't they do this 


and then they will get some qualified 
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By Bae. 


Chieti T, BSomrere 


bpewatGrsteebecause fT was operating for A.V.T.C., they 
trained me, only they gave me a little paper. What is 
that supposed to prove, when I only just started? 
They | going to give me a job or something, eh? 
Whatuhewouldgsaysolitathey 
hire me for pipeline, maybe I will know nothing, I 
Gan' teoperatel ait, maybevIeom!) comingeoutofired, eh? 
THE COMME SSTONEG En thanks very, 
much ikwant you to know thate I’m taking* into | 


account the experiences each of you have told me 


abouts i 
MR SRSAPOURING: Lilthicinot. that | 
I'm telling you experience, but I'm just telling you | 
this, that a lot of people are against the pipeline. 
A lot of old people axund here, they won't say any- 
thing because maybe they don't want to talk. So what 
(ithinkies I ‘ml just tediinqygourthaten Timy teddangdthis 
whole meeting. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank'| 


you. Well, is there anybody else? Yes, chief. 


CHIEF TOM SONFERE, resumed: 
THE INTERPRETER: He doesn't 


WANt tO. tale too long butehesaust wants. to (ler you 





know whatever iS going to happen now. He wants to 
Palko to vou, about his councillors... slic says: his 
councillors behind him, they're the boss. He said 


if another stranger comes to town, he says he’d be 
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| happy to see him. 
2 | When other people spoke 
| against, like if the stranger spoke against the other 
4 people, well, they got to watch theirself plus the 
5 chief, whoever is in charge, they've got to watch | 
6 | themselves. rTheittiwo lcouriei biorsaround here, they 
7 both don't drink, except only one councillor, he 
5| drinks. He said even though these two councillors | 
9 don't drink, if we have a big meeting like this, he : 
10. says, the other council that drinks he just stay away | 
11 | Crom it, Until they finisl+;*onmly-enen ne can sgo ahead. 
13 Hersald- even though this 
+ | thing comes up that big that they take the mdpeline 
va! here, even though him,he never said nothing, nor the | 
ts | other people, if somebody ‘comés” in tere; "like this | 
tél and that, disturbing the pipeline meeting or anything 
17 like this, if that moves ahead then they causing 
18 | Croup te metres MOL there Gault, 
19) He says if you want to Lerpiey 
29) keep away from drinking until this pipeline hearing at 
21 over, There are a lot of days ahead of him to drink. | 
22 | Maybe wherever they're going to have the next meeting | 
33 or anything, that's where I think people should be | 
val and then they have ahetter meeting then. 
25 | The chief said he's still 
a5 got some three big things to talk about, but since | 
oa night, well the chief figured that we should quit right 
28 | now and we'll talk about that tomorrow about those | 
29) three things, if you have time, at least for two 
30 | hours or something. Ile said he'll talk to you about it. 
a | 
| | 
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Chief T,. Sonfere 


THE. COMMISSIONER: Yes, that's | 
all right with me. I can stay tomorrow, if you want 
me to, because I know that what all of you have to 

Say is important to you and it's important to this 
Inquiry. Could we meet about noon tomorrow, would 
that be all right? Excuse me, we could make it about 
two in the afternoon, would that be all right? 

THE INTERPRETER: He wants 
to know if they give a better time than that, he 
would -- 

THE (COMMISSIONER: Sure.- Well | 
what do you suggest? | 

THE INTERPRETER: He said | 
what about ten o'clock in the morning? 

THE COMMISSIONER:Oh, 
certainly, that's fine with me. Well, thank you, | 
chief. : 

(WITNESS ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll | 
adjVeurn until )l0%o' clock “tomorrow morning and) then | 
we'll hear these other matters that you still wish | 
to discuss. So thank yau all very much for coming, | 
and I was very interested in hearing what eech of | 
you had to say, am I look forward to seeing you | 
again at ten o'clock in the morning, and I should tell 
you that tomorrow, we should finish tmnaybe tomorrow 
afternoon because I should get back to Yellowknife 
late in the afternoon or tomorrow night . | 

Yes, you go ahead. 


CHIEF SONFERE, (THROUGH 


INTERPRETER): He said they brought some drums over 
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1 there to have a little bit of a drum dance. 


ine) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Good. 
3 Well, we'll stay for a whik then if that's all right. 
4 || So thank you very much, 


3 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO MAY 31, 1975) 
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3 ; May 31,) 2975. 
4 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe we 
| could bring our meeting to order this morning. I wonddr,, 
| 
7 chief, if the interpreter is -- we can wait a few : 
Q | minutes, Are you waiting forthe councillors? | 
9 : INTERPRETER NORN: Yes, the | 
oi two councillors and they went back to look for some | 
a! people. | 
| 
12] THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see. | 
13) Well, we'll wait a little while. | 
4] THE INTERPRETER: They won't | 
1s | be long, they'll be gone for about two minutes or so. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: O.K., fine. 
17 | THE INTERPRETER: The chief 
18 | is going to discuss more things about what he left | 
19 | off last night, but there is one guy sitting in here, | 
| he made a list of what he was going to talk on this | 
4 morning, so they're going to let him go ahead and do : 
fog the talking on what he has written down, so they're | 
i going to give him a chance to speak what's on his mind. | 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. | 
25 | 
26 | TERRY CAMSELL, sworn: | 
4 | THE WITNESS: My name is | 
| 
28 | Terry Camsell. I was born and raised about a mile 
29 down the river from where this meeting is being held. | 
= I am of Eskimo-Indian, and white ancestry, the Esking 
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T. Camsell 

1 coming from my mother,who was born on Herschel Island, 

2| to a white father and an Eskimo mother. Her parents | 

i died when she was very young, so she was sent to the 

4| Anglican Mission here. On my father's side, his 

5 father was a white man with an Indian wife. He was 

6 | born in Fort Simpson and then got sent out to school | 

| in Winnipeg. He completed his education there and | 

| then lonesome for the north, he left sey aes back. 

9 | He trapped and hunted this territory for many years. 

10 | He finally settled on this side of the river. I spent 
1} | the early part of my life with many of the young | 
uo) people here today. As I became older, though I | 
13| strayed away from this type of life and gradually | 
14| molded into the white society, not by any conscience ! 
15 | intention on my part. It was just the way it Sea varial: 
16 | I completed my education in 
a Hay River and now am presently employed locally. 
13 | Because of the conditions we are now faced with, I 
19 | felt I had to become politically na oced: so I am ! 
a now a member of the Northern New Democrats and am | 
ae here to voice my opinion on the effectfhe pipeline 
22 will have on northerners, especially those of the | 
at rative people. I feel I am very qualified to comment | 
mal on the situation, having come from a white-native | 
25. origin, and I can get an overall look at the problems. 
26 | On one side I see the white | 
a man and his development and how it would benefit him, | 
28 | and on the other side I see the natives preserving | 
29 | the old ways and trying to survive in the white man's | 
30 | society. I am still a young man, but have seen a CPE, 

: | 
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T. Camsell 


change in our lives in the north. Some have been good 


and others not so good for the people. I don't intend. 


to go into detail-on these matters, since it is history 


and cannot be changed. But I'd like to say that I, 
as a native of this country, have seen the rapid 
development of this area by the southern immigrants 


to the Northwest Territories, and the rules and 


regulations of the whites south continually encroaching 


on the life of the native community. 

This has caused a breakdown 
in the social fabric of the native people under the 
presently relatively rapid development. But under 
the impact of the pipeline development it is highly 
unlikely that the majority will be able to cope as 
an commmity group that is their future is destroyed 
as we know it now. 

We know from past experience 
that development companies don't come to our land 
for our benefit. They are here solely for their own 
profit, and the advantage to natives and northerners 
in general will onlybenefit by the development at all 
if at all, as a side issue. The main thing that the 
pipeline companies only use native and northern help 
is ,as a P.R. measure, and public relations measure, 
and northern people, especially natives, will have a 
very minor role to play in the development. 

The country and its people 
will be changed. The resources will be removed as 
qnickly as possible without any consideration for the 


northern people. One thing I find strange is that the 
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T. Camsell 
i government seems unable to benefit from past mistakes, | 
2 This Territory, the only frontier left in Canada, 
3 should be preserved and the rapid development should 
4 be controlled to ensure that the land would not be 
5 damaged and the people not destroyed. The mistakes 
| 





that have been made in the past should not be repeated, 

















| The people do not benefit, only the outside companies. 
J As I look into the future I 
9 | see that development canmot be stopped, so it has to 
10) be controlled to ensure that the people of this Terri- 
11 | tory are not destroyed so its resources can be exploited. 
12 | In conclusion, I feel that | 
: 
13 | the government has been acting as an agent, not for : 
14 the people but for the Arctic Gas consortium and I | 
15 | see little change in their attitude up to now. It is 
16 | time we as northerners recognized the Arctic Gas 
17 proposal for what it is, another northern rip-off, | 
18 | I feel that under conditions like this the rapid | 
19) development and exploitation of our land and people | 
20 | can only result in a destruction of the way of life | 
Za, of the people. | 
22 | Thank you. | 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
24 very much, Mr. Camsell. | 
25 | (WITNESS ASIDE) | 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder, | 
va | Mr. Camsell, would you mind handing your written 
Pao l| script into the Secretary of the Inquiry, please? | 
oo i (SUBMISSION OF T, CAMSELL MARKED EXHIBIT C-15) | 
30 | THE COMMISSIONER: Carry on, | 
| 
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DD, Sabounine 


chief, if you would. 

THE INTERPRETER: There is 
this man came to the table here and he didn't make it 
to the meeting yesterday, but he is available at the 
meeting today, so he's one of the older guys from Hay 
River, a nd his name is Dean Sabourin and he wants 
to say a few things. That's why he came up. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, 

THE INTERPRETER: To do some 
talking. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll 


just swear you in, sir. | 
| 


DEAN SABOURINE, sworn: 

THE INTERPRETER: He says he 
just wanted you to hear what ie thinks about this 
pipeline that's going to go through. He's going to 
speak on what he think about it. 

Yes, he says the way he 
thinks for his part, he says, it might take about 
five, maybe more than five years to put the pipeline 
through, but he says how do I know I'm going to be 


still here amongst My people when it does get through? 
| 





He says he might be gone by then, he says, he doesn't 
know. Yes, he says the reason why he doesn't want 


the pipeline to go through, if they want to start 


| 
| 
putting the pipeline through, he says once they finish 
it's going to be trouble at the end when they finish 
putting the pipeline, he says there's going to be 


trouble, 
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D, Sabourine 


Yes, he says us native 
people, we're brought up poor in this country, he 
says. Now if the pipeline comes through, he says, 
we're going to be worse than what we are now. 

He says even I see no oil 
by myself, but I don't want the pipeline to go through 
but he says I know that they're going to go through 
with the pipeline. Yes, he says, because us native 
people are not as many as white people, he says, 
there is more white people than us native people, 
he says. Seems to me, he says, we haven't got no 
power against them. But he says what could I do? 


Yes, he says he started 


receiving his old age pension now, he says he was born 


in 1908, Yes, he says ever since he remember, he 
had a tough time in those days. He says when they 
had the big flu in 1928, he says that's when he lost 
his -- in 1919, that's when he lost his mom and dad, 
when they had a big flu went through in this north. 

He says when mom and dad 
passed away, he says, I was the oldest and I didn't 
have no money and I didn't have nothing, and I had 
five others beside me to look after, he said. 

He says the only way that 
he brought the other five up beside him, he says he's 
got to do the hunting in the bush and he's got to 
do trapping, and he really work hard to bring the 
others up beside him. 

He says when the flu went 


through that time when he lost his mom and dad in that 
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D. Sabourine 


flu, he says he didn't own a boat, he didn't even have | 
a dog team or he didn't have nothing. He really got 
to work hard for five years before he got all what 
he want. 

Yes, he says they really work 
hard for themselves in olden days, as far as he can | 
remember back, he says these people, he says, they 
work hard and he work hard for himself; but he says 
ever since the pipeline start coming in the north, 
and he says just like getting us down all the time, 
we're not making no headway but he says seems to me 


| 


like we're going backwards instead of going forward, | 





he says we're going backwards. 

Well, he says he start fishing 
in about -- and he even fished for 18 years on this 
lake, but he never made nothing. He says he really 
work hard to try and make a living out of the land, 
he says. He says the way I used to work for myself, 
he says, I really work hard for myself, that's the 
reason I don't want this pipeline to go through, he 


says,I'm against it. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
He says I'm not talking | 
about myself or what kind of a life I had, he says. 
Everybody knows me and I know everybody, how they try | 
and help themselves up till today. He says the | 
way he's listened to the news on C.B.C., he hear all | 
the news and he know what the people think down oer 
and around the Great Slave Lake. He says he wouldn't | 


give them O.K. to let the pipeline through himself, 


| 
He says he know what's going | 
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D. Sabourine 


to happen if they ever let the pipeline through, he 
Says what kind of trouble are we going to have, he 
says, I know it because if they ever done it in five 
years I know what kind of people they're going to face 
after the pipeline go through. 

He says he's got -= yes, 
he says what he's worrying about now, he says, if 
they ever run the pipeline under-water, if anything 
happens, if the pipeline bust, he says, there's going 
to be a lot of people suffering down the Mackenzie. 

Not only under-water, but 
he says they're running this under-ground. He says 
what if the pipeline ever -- if it happened to bust, 
he says, the water would be polluted, it won't be 


fit to drink no more, and he says they're going to 


make a lot of people suffering. 


It's not only the human 
beings will suffer, but he says he's wondering about 
what they're going to lose from the land. All the 
animals would be killed and he said there wouldn't be 


any more to hunt in the bush, and there's going to be 


troube, there's going to be a hardship for the people, 


and that's what he's afraid of. 
Yes, he says that's all he's 


going to tell you, that's what was on his mind and 


that's why he brought it up to you, and he says that's 


all he's going to tell you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much, sir. 


(WITNESS ASIDE) 


| 


\ 
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Chief T, Sonfere 


CHIEF TOM SONFERE , resumed: 


THE INTERPRETER: Yes, he 


said he was real happy when he sat in the meeting here 


yesterday because he had his three council with him 
yesterday. But he said the other council he's 


employed with N.T. so he told him last night he 


wouldn't be here at the meeting with him this morning. 


He said it's all right, I still got the other two with 


me and all that we told you, we'll go and tell the 
other council, so it doesn't matter. Even though he's 
not here we can still go on without him. 

He said he'd like to speak 
to you about how they started this and how they're 
trying to work for the people. He said he's going to 
let you know. 

Yes, he says you sat here 
with us yesterday and you heard some other older 
people talk to you about what kind of a life they 
had when they were brought up in this country, and 
you heard some more this morning, he says. Whatever 
they told you, he says, they really mean it. 

Last evening, he said he was 
sitting in here and listened to those people talking, 
he says they remind him of the older people that 
they used to live amongst here in Hay River. He says 
those people might as well tell you the truth, he 
says, they were kind of dangerous to do the talking. 


HeSays that's the kind of people that he used to be. 


the way 
Yes, he says,/our old parents | 








{ 


brought us up, he says, we know how they taught us and | 


} 
/ 
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| how they treat us, and we wasn't the boss of ourself 
| when they brought us up. Yes, he says, when the old 
| 
| 























3} parents brought them up, he says, they taught him 

. how to become a strong man and how to hunt off the 

| land. They taught him how to keep himself off the 

6 | land, that's the way they were taught. He says when 
7 the older people start talking about the other older 
8 | people, he says that's just the way they were brought 
9 | up, and not ~§ just the way they were taught. That's 
10 | what they were talking about. 

‘| In them days he says those 
12 | Older people, they wouldn't let you sleep more than 
13) if the sun's coming out, he says, they never see you 
14 | in bed. They never used to let them drink as much 

15 | water as they wanted to drink, he says they even 
16 | watch that. He says even sometimes they have to 

17 | start crawling ahead of the dogs in deep snow, some- 
ates P| times without breakfast, till about noon, and then 
19) they stop at noon, they used to melt their water 
29 | sometimes in frying pan, and you can't even drink as 
|| much water as you have in frying pan. He says that's 
22) the way we were taught. 
23 | They used to give you a 

24 | little bit of water and a little bit of tea, and they 
75 | give you something to eat, and that's the only time 
26 | you drink water. I was so hungry that when you see 
27/ old people, your father roasting a rabbit beside 


open fires, that sometimes you wish you could eat the 


whole thing, but they wouldn't give you the whole 


thing, You just got to eat the piece they give you, 
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: he says that's what you used to eat, 
2 | Those older people, they | 
3 | used to be just like an animal. They used to be like | 
a a wild animal, how they used to live in the bushes. | 
«| That's how the older people used to be like. | 
6 He says not only in Hay Frise | 
DI but when you were travelling, he says, you must have | 
g.| een of older people in different settlements. He | 
7 says whenever you see older people, he says,that's | 
10 | the way they used to be like, he says. Them days they| 
11} used to mostly travel in the bush all the time. He | 
ee said if a woman happened to have a baby, well, he 
ot Said they never used to look for a hospital. He | 
au Says they just used to --they'd just stop and let 
15 | the woman have the baby, and in about three days' | 
| time they got to start travelling. She's walking, the | 
17 | kid is smart enough to know what's going on. | 
a Yes, he says in them days | 
roel these older women, when a woman is going to have a 
20 | baby, he says they were just like a doctor for those 
| kind of jobs they can do. Yes, he said that's why 
q every time you see older people like that, he says 
23 you can't just look at them and you can't think it's 
ay nothing, because he was a top man one time and he 
ai still is, even though he's old, but he maybe still are} 
26 | He sayét they never looked 
27| after their own land them days, he says, maybe what | 
s we're talking about today wouldn't look so good. 
25 | They must of took good care of their land, that's why 


this land still look the same what it used to look 
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Chief T, Sonfereo | 


before, it still look the same today because they 
must have took good care of it and they looked after 
ists They looked after it real good. | 

That's all he's going to tell. 
you about that, but he's going to bring something up : 
to you again about how the people used to live before | 
the white man came, and after the white man came, 


well things looks different, everything's changing 


now, he says. I'm going to tell you a few things | 





about that. 

He says none of them ever 
been to Ottawa before, but he had his three council 
and himself went to Ottawa and they seen what kind 
of a place was out there. 

They had a meeting with the | 
Indian Affairs out there about the housing and every- | 
thing, what they thought, that's why they had a mri 
with them. That time when they had a meeting out | 
there, he says he told them what the Indians used to | 
be like before the white man came, he says. He used 
to remember by the time you leave the point down here, 


he says, in about -- when you travel up the river 


about two hours, you're pretty sure to get a moose 


in about two hours. 

Look at it today, he says. 
If we try to go in the bush and kill something, he | 
says, it's pretty hard for us to find because there 
are too many roads going different directions, 


there's too many people around, he says. It's pretty 


hard for us to kill anything. We have to go quite a 
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Chief T. Sonfere 


ways to get what we want off our land. Yes, even some 


people complaining about the fish they're catching 
in this river because every time they go and pull 
their net, when they want to have a feed of fish at 
always taste fuel. 
Yes, he says, that's why 
he spoke up about welfare yesterday. He says while 
he was sitting in here listening to the other people 
talking, he says, they're afraid about this machine 
running over in the bush when the pipeline start, 
there will be all kinds offmachines running and it's 
going to make an awful noise and they're going to 
scare all the animals away, amd then if they haven't 
got anything to go for in the bush they couldn't 
kill nothing in a short distance, he says. Then. they 
got to go to the welfare and ask welfare to get what 
they want. By rights they should get what they want 
off welfare because they can't make their living off 
the land no more because everything is scared away. 
They have to go in the bush 
and do the hunting, they got to go quite a ways and 
they got to get out quite a distance before they can 
get anything they want. He says we can't take all 
our people where there is better living off the land 
because some of them, they're not well and they just 
couldn't leave, council we just couldn't help them 
in no other way fake a living off the land. 
He says even though those 

older people, they're getting the old age pension, 


and what if it's about three weeks before he gets 
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I his old age pension if they have nothing to eat at | 
2 | their house and all their animals were scared away | 
3 from around their-hunting ground he says, you just | 
4 can't leave them that way. Something has got to be | 
| done for them. He says that's how far he's going to | 
6 | go on that but he's going to explain a few things | 
7 about this reserve they got in Hay River, why they | 
3 | got ahold of that land for themself, and hes going | 
to explain a few things to you on that. | 
10 } Yes, he says he's going to 
11} tell you, he's been watching how things changing, 
12 gradually the things are changing different way all | 
ee the time, so when they Bieter wouter , well the | 
14 | chief himself has been on the council since before; | 
15 | now they elect him as the chief for them and that's | 
16 | when the whole four of them start working together. | 
Myr it When they sat down between | 
18 | themselves, well these other three new council and | 
19 | the chief himself, they sat down, it just like they | 
29 | don't know where to begin to do the work for their 
>| own people. It's just like they don't know where to 
22 | start. But they done some travelling around, too, 
23 and they talked to different chiefs from different 
24 | settlements, and they watch how the other chiefs done | 
25 | their job for their people, and that's how they started. 
268) Yes, he says right from the 
27 | beginning of when they started working for their | 
28 | people, he says just like they had nothing; but now 
25 | their band is standing behind them and helping them, | 
30 | and they're all starting working together and now cua 
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see little different again. Yes, he says that's how 


come they got ahold of this land they got on this 


Side, for the Indians. They know what's happening 


and if all their animals chased away from around 

our hunting puetn dee chess is going to chase them 
away from this place where they're living now. That's | 
why they got ahold of that land to hang onto it for i 


the whole band. 





Yes he says, there's no 
gold or nothing in this reserve, but if all our animal 
are chased away from us and we couldn't go out in the 
bush, even though we go out hunting we couldn't get 
nothing. He said for one purpose we got ahold of | 
this land, because there is valuable timbers on it, | 
and if anybody wants to build a house, well they | 
dohat have to go very far to cut logs, and for those | 
things they got ahold of this land. : 

Yes, he says, not because | 
they're against any organization, he says, they're nou 
against brotherhood or any organization, but they just 
trying to do something for themselves, that's what 
they got ahold of this land for. 

If they never got ahold of 
the land on this side, he said we would have been 
chased off and this land would have been taken away 
from ug. That's the reason we got ahold of it. 

People living on this side, 
he says, wherever they want to stay, whatever they wan 


to do on this side, he says, all they got to go to 


ammess ——_——-- hr fo ee ee ere 


the council and tell them what they're going to do 
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and they can go ahead and do what they want on this 
Side, he says, that's how come we got this reserve on 
this side, just for the native people. 
Yes, he said there is no 
fur or nothing on the land that we've got ahold of, 
but if anybody wants to put up a teepee, he says it's 
going to take quite a few teepees before they can 
cover up this reserve. That's what we got ahold of. | 
Yes, and the way this 


Brotherhood is fighting for these land claim, he 





says, if they settle everything and if we still could 
get another about 100 miles square land, we going to 
get ahold of it, and whatever there for us, he says 
we're going to get ahold of it. 

Even when we got ahold of 


this land, he says, nobody is going to take it away 


from us, he says. Same as our trapping area, he says, 
i] 


| 
wherever we got our trapping areas he says that's | 
going to be looked after for us because we can trap 
there anytime we want and we can go out hunting any time 
we want, and it's going to stay there for us. 

Not for money we got ahold 

of this land, he says, no, not for anything like that. 
Because what money they get from the government 
to help their people with, he says some people have 
poor houses, +4 they want to get a new house, he says 
that's the way they're going to help their people, 
that's why they got it. 


Yes, he says’ for one reason 


they got ahold of this land because they were afraid 
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of these Town Council and the mayor, and he says, 
look at the N.T. across there, he says, they got all 


kinds of machines ‘and they're just about ready to 


come across and take our land away from us, that's the. 


reason we got it. We got ahold of a piece of land for 


ourselves and we're going to hang onto it. 
Yes, he says, if they never 
ever got ahold of that land, he says, all they would 


have done is wrote out to Ottawa, and as long as 


Ottawa gave them O.K., leaving us native people sittin 


over -- staying over here. We tell them, "Noyes «but 
they're going to go ahead and take it away from us, 
that's why we wanted to protect our land, that's why 
we took it. 

Or if they want to say 
anything about the land, he says, they got to come 
to the council and the chief before they can do 
anything. So that's all he's going to tell you. 

He's real glad to speak to 
you, that's all he's going to tell you. 

Yes, he says that's all he 
was going to tell you, but council talked to him 
about a few things more so he's going to bring some 
more things up. 

Yes, he says hes going to 


talk about his land and he's going to bring up a 


few more things because the other council brought it 


up to ask him, and he says what they did to get ahold 


of the land for their own people, he says they look 
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could help them on this side with it! 


1 chased off our land, that's the reason we got ahold 

oa of it. He says after we found out what's been going 

3 | on behind our backs and we wondered what's going to 
take place, that's the reason we got ahold of reserve | 
5 | for our people. 

6 | Yes, he says, outside of | 
7| this village here, he says, even the town put the 

3 boundary right across it. He said the people didn't 
a even know about it when they put the boundary right 
lo) across there. He says when they looked around like | 
11 | this, he says, they got fairly good-sized timber up 
12 | here, not too far, about Mile 7 he says. After that 
13 | he says we might have to go about 75 miles before | 
14 we find another timber like that. He says that's | 
15 | the reason they got ahold of it. | 
16 | But he says after what | 
17 | town tried to do behind our backs, he says, we're | 
18 not against them just on account of that, he says, | 
19 | we're still going to be friends with them and they're 
20 | going to be friends with us. He says we're not against 
21 | them for what they did to us. 
ase | Now he says we haven't even 

ad || got a machine to work with right now. Yeah, but he 

24 | says they haven't got no machine to work any kind of 

25 | a job on this side, but when they go to their depart- 
26 | ment he says if they ask them for any funds, well | 
27 | they get some money off them and they can hire any | 
23 | machine they want from across the river and they | 


That's the way they're going | 
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| to keep on working for themselves because they Haven't | 
2] got no machines, they've got to hire somebody from 
3 | across with a machine to come across and do a job 
4 for them. He says it's going to be like that for a | 
5 while. | 
6 | So the way they're feeling, | 
7 the way they're doing their job for their people they | | 
8 just wish that one off{hese days they'll set up -- they!11 
9 | gve them a time and a day so that the mayor and his | 
10 Town Councillors could come across and sit down with 
11 the people on this side to talk to them about a few | 
12 things. 
13 | He says we can't set the 
14] time yet because things takes time and everything er 
15 time, O nce you start doing something, he says, you | 
16) don't do it right away, it takes quite a while before : 
dl you do it. So he says for his own part, the way he | 
18 look at the whitefeople, he says the native and the 
19 white people are getting along real well in Hay River. 
20 Nobody is against nobody, even the white man not 
21 against the Indian, and the Indians not against white 
22 people and he figures that everybody is getting along 
23 real well. 
aaa He says he's really happy for 
| 
25 | each one of you came out to visit us people on this 
26 | side, and you sat down with us. He says I wish you 
27 luck to get back to the place where each one of you | 
28 come from. He says I wish you a very safe trip back 
29 


home, 


39 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
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Chief T. Sonfere_ 


you very much, Chief Sonfrere, and I want to thank 


the members of your council as well for coming here, 





and the people who live here in the village for coming, 
and I want you to know that I will be bearing in | 
mind all that you have said. 
(WITNESS ASIDE) 
THE COMMISSIONER: I will 


adjourn the hearing then in Hay River now, and we will 





recommence -- that is the people who came here with 
me -- will recommence the hearings in Yellowknife on 
Monday at one o'clock. So thank you again, chief, and 
the members of the council, and the people in the 
village for coming because I realize you know that I 


was up north before I came here. 


| 
i 


I'm going back to the Central 


Mackenzie in the middle of Jume to Fort Franklin and 


Fort Norman to hear what people have to say there, and 
I hope that you will remember that if there is anythin 
else you want to say to me that you will feel free to 
write tome at Yellowknife, and if it should happen 
that there is something else you want to bring up with 
me personally, you should let Mr. Jackson know, of 
my staff, and he will arrange for the chief to come 
to Yellowknife, if that's what the people here wish. 

So thank you again and I hope 
to see you all again. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO JUNE 23, 1975) 
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i POrtsh ran lay aN. Wels | 
“| Sune ZA, O75 
3 | | 
H | 
4 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
5 | THE COMMISSIONER: I will ealee 
6 | Our meeting to order this afternoon. My name is Judge | 
7 | Berger and I am holding an Inquiry to consider what the 
3 impact will be of the pipeline that Arctic Gas wants to, 
9 build to bring natural gas from the arctic to southern | 
18 markets. | 
11 Representatives of the pipeling 
12 | companies are here to day, I invited them to come, to : 
13 | answer any questions that you want to ask them about 
14 the way in wh4ch they intend to go about building this | 
15 | pipeline, if ee ape al vowed *to@build Sieur’ Have been. 
16 | holding forfal hearings at Yellowknife. There we have 
17 been — the many studies and reports that have 
18 | been prepardd by the government, by “themindGstry, *ana | 
19! by the participants. And there we are providing an | 
20} opportunity] to hear all of the evidence, the opinions | 
21} and the srghoents of everybody concerned. : 
22 | But the community hearings : 
23 where we sljall hear from the people who live in the | 
24 | north, are |jyst as important as the formal hearings in | 
2 || Velbowiantte I am holding hearings in every community | 
26 in the Mackfnzie Valley, the Mackenzie Delta, and the | 
27 | Northern Yykon, likely to be affected by the pipeline. | 
28 | To enable thts people in the : 
29 | cities anc/towns, the settlements’ and the villages in | 
30 | the maewenede Valley, the Delta and the Yukon, to Kn di | 
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| what is being said in Yellowknife at the formal hearings, 
2 | summaries of the evidence given there are being broad- | 
3 cast on a regular basis to all of thecommunities, in 
4 English and the native languages. | 
5 I want to hear from the ee 
6 | people and the white people, from the old people and yi 
7) young people. | 
| The CBC broadcasting team and : 
7 representatives of the newspapers are here today, so | 
10 | that people in the north and throughout Canada will | 
11) know what you, the people of Fort Franklin, have to 
12 say about this proposal to build a pipeline. 
13 | The proposed pipeline is not 
14 to be considered in isolation. The pipeline guidelines 
15 | laid down by the government of Canada require an exam- 
16 | ination of the proposed pipeline, in the light of all 
17 that. ast amayaubringewithy Ler 
13! So today's biwant® you ftoviteel1 | 
19 | free to tell me whatever you want to tell me about ie 
20 you think about this proposal to build a pipeline. 
a When you make your statement, 
22 | you can stand, or be seated, whatever suits you. There 
2 will be no cross-examination. Nobody will be allowed 
| to ask you any questions. But, before you make utd 
25 | statement, I will ask you to be sworn or to affirm, 
26 because I think these hearings in the communities are | 
27) just as important as the formal hearings in veaeiknitel 
23! And there, the witnesses are sworn. 


oii I want you, the people who 
k 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
live here, who make the North your home, to tell ne What 
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you would say to the government of Canada, if you could, 

tell them what was in your minds. L wantato. hear | 
| 

from anyone who wishes to speak, because you have the 


right to speak, to tell me what you think this proposed 


pipeline will mean to you, to your family, and to your 





life. I am here to listen to you. 


I think we should begin by 


having the Secretary of the Inquiry, Miss Hutchison, 


swear the Interpreter. 
INTERPRETER PHOEBE TATTI: SWORN. 
(INTERPRETER READS THE REMARKS 


OF THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE THOMAS R. BERGER IN 





121 NATIVE LANGUAGE.) 





13 | THE COMMISSIONER: Before we 
14] start, Mr. Gamble, there is--the gentleman next to you, 

f 
15 | Sittings im’ theachair that is, I think is) obstructing 
16 | people coming in. Maybe we could rearrange those | 
17 | chairs a bit. And perhaps invite the people out in the 
is! hallway to come in and take a seat before we start. | 
19 | Maybe you would give them a 
20 | hand coming in, Mr. Gamble? 
21 Well, Chief Kodakin,. I am most anxious to hear 
| from you and members of the Band Council, so whenever 
231 you would like to begin, please go right ahead. 
24 | CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN: The 
25. last time we saw you was last summer when you came out [to 
26 | the caribou hunting with them, and that you had a meeting 
27 | in the big boat, the Chinook. And that you stayed with 
23 | them for about two hours. And that they were given a 
29 | second chance to meet you again and they are sort of | 
30 | giving you a welcoming to the community. 

| 


blues coy ti. shsand to! Jnomaxsvop- erly oF 





4607 of tusw I. .ebrim xwoy ab ssw serlw mort: Lea 





ef? over voy sauszed ,Aseqe oF setaiw odw snoyas mort 
beeogetg sidd Anids voy tadw em Lilet oF «Asege) os tdpis 
xyoy of bas ,ylims% awoy of ,voy o¢ asem ELiw enileqig 
“voy 02 nszeil o3 szedims'L  settt 

yd miped Bblyeotie sw Aanidz 1 7 elLqets (era 
ynoaidosul e2iM .ytiupal ed? to ysatezos2 edz eniverdt 





| 
| 7 «telozqiestal sd? xzseWe 
 WAOWS <:ITTAT SESOHS ARTSRDSTMI | 
PARAMS A SHT 2dAsdA AATAAGAATUT) begin 
{ 


Wl dg0i4a «A GAMOHT 2DITAUL «AM AZISAAUOUOR: GHT FO 
(.2DAUDVAL SVITAU 
ow exoTtes, sAAKOTERIMMOD SHT 
1 SOY o3 txan osmeltnep ofla--es ors? ,oldmsd 22M ,d2usse 
paijgouxuseado 2t Anidd 1 .ai sedd wtisdo edz pi piissie 
S20n2 spnstisset bluoo ew sdysM ent vatiies slqgosg 
a3 ai tuo efqoeg afg ozivai egediseq bah -.tid» 6. extedo 
| -21632, aw sroted tase 6s sist bas ai omo> of yewl ier 
B mans avip blyow soy edyemM 
Seldms. .2M «ai paimoc base 
'ased of evolxas tgom ma 1. ,nidsbot teidd  ilew 
tevencds oe ,fismue> Dnsd ais to atedmem bus voy mort 
-bsads tdpit op seselq ,aiped ot sAfl Bleow voy 
eit. :4IMAdO# Gad0do TAIHD ei ang, Be 92 
OF 2u0 en6> voy aguw temmue sesi enw woy wee sw emis desl 
jivoen 3 bed voy 3682 Bas meds doiw eatsaud wodixso edt 
tiw beyste voy 4ted3 bad apoakdd : 
6 mevip siew ysis senda bea. 2 oH 






” 


; 
y 
7 


ss a ae *- Am 













600 | 


ALEWEST REPORTING L-TD. 
BORNABY 2, B.C. 











G. Kodakin 
a He says that he had a meeting | 
2 | with you in Ottawa, about the pipeline. And he says | 
- 31 that whatever he said to you there, that the statements 
4 he made still stands today. That, before any major 
| development as the pipeline goes through, they want Bp 
6 | lana settlement first. AYO that because the Land as 
7 more important to them than”anything else.~ And that tl 
+ that 1s whiateicetheilrtway-or hite and=-sturft tire that, 
7 So they feel that the land is 
ot more important to them than anything else. 
hee He told you in Ottawa--well, | 
12 | Tam not sure What ne told you in Ottawa, but I guess 
13] between you two, you would know. So he says that | 
j 
oy whatever I told you in Ottawa, he says, I still stand | 
nS on what I said there. | 
16) And he says that in 1921, at i 
4 the Treaty, the Government people brought some money, : 
18 | I guess that's Treaty money, and he says that, at the | 
_ i 
ee 19 | same time, they made a law for the Native people and 
| 
, themselves. Until today, the Native people still® stan 
a by that law. And the law that the government made rk 
a the whole people was that as long as the sun rises eal 
ot the river flows, I guess you know that, those two | 
24) statements very well. 
25) He is saying that the law tha 
26 | the Government made, it still stands for the native 
1 
} 
28 | made the law hasn't kept that law. But he is trying 


“point out is that the Government made a law which it broke, 


7 | people. But it seems to him that the Government who , 
Smsadl not knowing that today they would discuss the land | 
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and take it away. 


That whatever he told you in 


before any major development. There will be no pipelin 
until the land settlement. And there will be no dam 
built until the land settlement. 

What he says right now is sort 
of the ending of his introductory speech. He wants | 
Joe Naedzo to be the next witness after I read my report. 

THE INTERPRETER: He said that 


statements made by Consultants for the Arctic Gas. 


The Gemini North Report. 
short ub ranklan,, acemetery, 
0 


with lights, reports one native resident, 


these are sort of some of the statements by the Gemini 





North Report. 


THE COMMISSIONER: This is 


your report? 
THE “INTERPRETER: Nops at) Snot. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
you are telling me about statements made in the Gemini 
Report, peo nied for Arctic Gas? 
HES UN TERRRE DER: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I see, 
go ahead. 
THE INTERPRETER: So we are 
just taking some things that they set down. "The 
value of Big Game Resources for the whole of 1972--" 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 


Could you just start over.2 Can everybody hear? 


| 

| 

| 
Ottawa, that there will--have the land settlement sal 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Phoebe Tatti 
1| AVDItGd Sfhiculty<inehearing? | 
2 Maybe we--we'll just take a moment now, before we really 
3 get under way here. I was thinking, could you--why | 
4] don't you sit around beside there? | 
| THE INTERPRETER: By the stand 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: ‘Yes, and it 
| would make a little easier for you. And you could have| 
2 that microphone right by you. | 
>| THE INTERPRETER: Is that good 

10} enough? ; 

11) THE COMMISSIONER: You want that 
12| microphone a little closer? 

13] Well, if anybody can't hear, | 
14] you just speak up and we have got lots of time. We | 
15 | are not going anyplace. We will just stop for a minute, 
16 | and make sure that everybody can hear what is being | 
17 | said. Well, you must start over then. 
13 (SUBMISSION OF BAND COUNCIL READ BY INTERPRETER) | 
19] THE INTERPRETER: These are 
20 | some of the statements made by Consultants for the 

22 | Arctic Gas. Gemini North. 

22 "Fort Franklin, a cemetary 

23 with lights, reports one native resident." Do 

24 translate? that® into-—<? 

25 THE COMMISSIONER: I guess you 
26 | had better. 

ae i A "Value of big game | 
resources for the whole of 1972 was $3,238. About the | 
29 | Hamlet Council, Council is Native and by some criteria | 
30 | unsophisticated. However, the fact that Fort Franklin | 


1 
| 
{ 
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i is a hamlet indicates a level of political maturity. 
2 | (Interprets.) About Great Bear River Dam, they do men-| 
| 
3 | tion them. (Interprets.) About biving offidof 4the (band 
4 only 96 people in the MacKenzie Valley live off of the : 
| dand full time. Gas Consultant, Van Ginkle says only | 
| 
6 | 84 people live off of the land. You see, they were | 
7 Only in Franklin two days. | 
Number 7, they concluded that | 
| Franklin has no economic base. Arctic Gas also says, | 
7 most younger people are not interested in attempting to 
11] earn a living through practicing the traditional Be | 
12)| The commitment of the younger people to the life in | 
13 the settlement is less marked than that of the older : 
oo people, resulting in a greater, potential labour mobility. 
15 Number 2, traditional pursuits’ 
16 | as a source of income, are engaging a decreasing proporr 
17 | tion of the attention of the Native people in the studied 
13! region." | 
3 The Councillors wanted me to 
20 | read that, so I think the next witness is Joe Naedzo | 
21! and the general statments on the importance of the lana| 
if | 
22 | JOE NAEDZO: Sworn. | 
23 A (Interpretation) He | 
24 Says that when you are talking about land, I think he | 
25 | is stating the sentence directly to Your, thatiyie is 
26 | very, you know, it is very important and it is really 
27 | good that you are going to listen to them. | 
i 
23! It is very important to then, | 
29 and that when they say that they are going to--like, 
30 | defend themselves or put out statements to defend their 
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| 
BURNABY 2, Gc. Joe Naedzo | 
| 
ete 
ki land, he says it is really ‘q66d'*tod! | 
2 Our ancestors in the past have’ 
| 
| 








| 
3 | really taught us how to live off of the land, and they | 
7 lived very well. And he says that, we are still carrying 
| on those traditions today. 
6 | in theold¥days/rtoo, "the | 
7 government wasn't there so there was no rations. The | 
: government didn't help with the rations, and old-age | 
a pension. And other government activities. 
19 With living in the traditional 
sl ways, getting their own animals to survive he says, they 
12] really led a good life. And they sort of governed themt 
13 selves in that way. 
14 He says that also, the older : 
15) people, the ancestors, taught the younger people the | 
16 | traditional way of life. Like, they taught them all of 
17 the things that are important to them. And that tradi- 
13) tion 1S Still existing andfit se 'Sstily practiced. Vand | 
19 | even today they still hang on to what they have been | 
20 | Caught. Shey are! sti livcarrying on. 
21} He™says that one “of ‘the “things 
22 that the old people always taught the younger people is 
23 that you must always keep your food good. If you treat 
24, your food good, the food in return will treat you good. | 
25 | And we have always kept this amongst us, so that it | 
26 | always holds like that. And they want them to teach | 
27| their children the same thing, so that this carries on. 
28 | When they refer to food, what | 
25 | does it mean to you? When they refer to food, it means 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 
1| Whatever the animals eat, the | 
2 | brushes, the bushes, the mud, anything that the animal | 
j eats, they themselves eat of it too. Like it is sort | 
| O£ea\, cycles : 
5) When they asked us, some of | 
6 | the advice that they gave the younger people was that | 
| you must always keep your food good. Protect it from | 
7 any. fires that might occur. Because the fires joceae 
9 | the food for the animal, and therefore you wouldn't foe 
aa any animals to feed off. 
11 | The ancestors have always 
12) given us advice of how to survive, how to maintain sort 
13) of .a\ levelingnoff;of.survival.. Andshe) savs.that they | 
14] also. told _usithat =-.he says that the way of life before 
15) has no comparison in the life today, because of the change. 
i 
r6| And he says that he anda lot | 
17 of his people know the cost of this change. | 
18 The ancestors have told us that 
19 when you are taking care of your food, your food will | 
20 | in turn take care of you. And this is that--they have 
21) always hung onto this statement. And he says that-- | 
22 | And he says they are the owner 
23 of the land and that what they decide should happen on 
24) the land, should be the statement. Not anybody else | 
25 | coming in to say that this is what is going to happen 
26 | ong@yoursitand: | 
27 | In 1921,the Treaty, the Indian | 
23 | people's way of life, has sort of had a downfall. And 
29) he says that this can not continue on. They must 
30! defend themselves. And I think he is taking the oppor- 
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or the animals. We will have absolutely nothing to do 


sag Ae elidel Teg lasses | 
| 
| 
| tunity to say that this is the time to say the things | 
2) that they feel. 
3 In 1921, the older people had : 
| reavlyiitalccd really goodtfor mis» « And’) they also"said | 
| during the Treaty time that the white people probably | 
6! want to control everything when they gave out the money | 
7 and stuff like that. So they refused the Treaty money | 
1 then. | 
| He said the meeting continued | 
19 on at Treaty for three or four days. And the eae 
Ly representatives were still getting nowhere. So they 
12 | had a Pret re "meeting with *the* Bishop. « Pothink you 
13 know who, which Bishop they are referring to? The : 
14 Bishop was Bishop Brenand? T aie not sneabiv«suresbur : 
15) there was a Bishop involved in the Treaty. ! 
16 | And he says that so they | 
17 | consulted with the Bishop, so that the Bishop in turn | 
13/ told them that whatever they're saying is really true. | 
19 | And plus, you know that it will sort of make life easie 
20 | and better for you. If you agree to take the money. 
21.| So they themselves, the Aa 
22 | people, had refused for three or four days to have Baa 
24 Ching CoO Oe wre hrc Because they thought that it ins 
24 volved more than just what they, the government said | 
25 | that it involved. | 
26 | So the white people concluded | 
a that--making a law for themsleves that as long as the | 
28 | MacKenzie River flows in one direction, that the sun 
29 | rises and sets, we will not bother you about your land : 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo | 
| 
1 with £.< : 
2 | The ways of life in those | 
3| days have really changed, he says. Because there is | 
7 highways now. There is poisoning, the governments | 
| puts some poisoning on the land. And there is fires, | 
6 | a lot more fires than there ever have been in the old : 
7 days. 
“] And these sort of cause the | 
| shortage of animals. And he says that they are not nae 
19) ticularly pleased with what is happening today. 
11 | Since the beginning of, you 
12 | know, the introducing of the pipeline, since the people 
13 | started talking about it; pa4lot sof ethesoilsecompaniespiave 
14 | been making roads all over the place he says. And they 
13 haven't said anything about that. 
16 | Butehe sayspethat, in hmaking 
17 those roads, I guess there is a lot of gas just left on 
13 thegroads+andystuffeulikesthatis sAnd thatacaused<this | 
19 | year---a moose was shot and usually when a moose is 
20, shot, they distribute the meat amongst the community. 
21 | And the meat caused a lot of | 
22 Sickness. And there was one--it was one of those ete 
| 
23 mic lines. And also, Alfred Tanitan was on the | 
24 | seismic line and S4W a Peeve ener e. But the beaver 
25) was sO sick that: ‘they had gtowki ll). +: And he says that 
26 | these are some of the causes of the pipeline. | 
27 | Not necessarily pipeline, but | 
28 | some of the gas that are just left behind from the 
29 | seismic crews. He says that this is all he is going to 
30 | make on the statement. But he says that later on you | 
| 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 
| 
| 

1) will probably hear more from him. | 
2) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, | 
| sir. | 
4 THE INTERPRETER: There is som 
5 | confusion as to what is happening next. So I think 
6 | Joe Naedzo is going to continue on to tell you about | 
7 hunting. And then there is going to be a woman up here] 
| to tell you their version of what hunting is. | 
9 | THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. | 
10 | JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation) 
11 The old days have survived just by hunting and fishing | 
12 along. | 
13 | And then since the White Man | 
14, came; there*was*the*intreduction of trappings] "So that, 
15 today we have hunting and fishing and trapping. : 
16 | In the olden days, they used | 
17, to go caribou hunting and sometimes they used to catch | 
18 moose on the way. But he says that it hasn't been, | 
1 the land hasn't been that good to them lately. He says 
20 | that they have to travel a distance of 5 to sometimes | 
2 over 10 days. And sometimes they come back with nothin 
a And he says that, even today 
23 | Werecriirgo car ybousntintingeand =sture. trkertnac, sto | 
24 | feed themselves. | 
25 | He says that at one time he | 
26) had to travel 140 to 150 miles with a dog team. And it| 
27 | was 40 to 50 below. He says he got--and that was without 
28 | a tent. He says he got 12 caribou and brought back | 
29 | 8 in the sled. He says--and a lot of people here ate | 
a | | rn 


from him. He says that is how we sort of carried on, 
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you know, each day like that. 
The report made by Gemini 


North, about people not using very much of the land,-- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
well, what? 

THE: INTERPRETER: ..WellL,, he. is | 
referring---everybody here tries to, you know, he says,/| 


like everybody, meaning all sorts of people. Sort of 





likes to survive. He says that he is referring to 
that map there, that map is where he travels, all over | 
where he travels. | 

He says that woman that made 


the. report, on Gemini North, probably didn't even go, 





you know, a couple of yards into the bush to make that 
kind of a report. He says when they talk about something 
la kewthat.,.iabout. their, way, of,,.1li fe, it..s. the, txnuth Weeshee 
they have experienced it. : 
And that he says-- | 

THE COMMISSIONER: This map | 
represents the-- 

HE .ENTERPRETER: Those indi- | 
viduals. And he says that after traveling that far of | 
a distance and after doing all of the things that he 
has done throughout his life, today he doesn't have | 
10 pounds of food put together in his house. And he 


has no--one cent to his name. But that is the way of 


survival amongst the native people. 





JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation.) 


He says that since all kind of oil company works around) 


} 


there, there is a scarcity of animals. And he says bar 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo | 
| 
| 

1 you know, before they could just go, you know, 3, 4 | 
2| miles just like that, to go hunting, they would get : 
3 something. | 
‘| And he says now , you can go | 
5 for, you know, 5 to 10 miles and not getting anything. 
6 | At one point the government | 
7 had placed poisons all over--saying that it was for | 
. the wolves iand ‘stuf filikesthate2y Andihe says’ that ‘that | 
zi year they went spring hunting and he mentions old Bayah 
10 | and Isadore Yukon’ as his companions. 

vy They went trapping and he says 

i that there was--they went, they came upon a little 

13) lake. ~And it was “in the’ springtime, so the lake ‘was 

14 | still covered with ice. But there was, you know, about, 

15 | 40 yards around the ice where it has melted, like it | 

16) is today out there. And he says that there--when they : 

7 came to that little lake, there was thousands and | 

18 thousands of White fish, all dead. | 
19! And he says that he feels heel 

20 | this is the work of the government people, you know. | 

21 Placing poisons all over the place, plus there was all 

: kinds of roads, and stuff. Winter roads made by the 

23 oil companies and stuff like that. He didn't say spec- 

24 ifically what lake. He just--- 

25 | And he said, that if I gave 

26 | that sort of evidence by myself, people might say I 


was lying. He says, but I am speaking the truth and I 


wouldn't lie, because one of my companions is sitting 


there. And he also saw that. He says that hunting is 


becoming more difficult these days. And he feels that 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 
Rosie Savi 








| 
| 
| 
1) it is part of the seismic work and all the different | 
2 | type of “works *that iIs"being done “on the’ land. | 
5 He says this -i1s"all that he = 
4| isegoing co say on*=hunting,; but he says that, © am Ee 
2 there is somebody else that is going to speak on hunting. 
6 | THE INTERPRETER: When these | 
7 people talk and they refer back to how the ancestors | 
7 used to raise them and what they taught them and what | 
i is important to them, they are really speaking the nan 
10 | ROSE ioAV EL) Sworn. 
a ROSIE SAVI: (Interpretation. ) 
12] In the old days, the fathers taught the younger childre 
13 | Cheswayy of Tite; what is #important “to them “and “sturet | 
14 | like that. And she says.that the children, the father-+ 
15 | like talking about the father and then the children, | 
16 | Okay, now they are descendants from the children. : 
17 | And the traditions still : 
18 | lives, he says, we were taught exactly the same thing | 
19 | what my grandfather's taught our fathers. 
20 | And that whatever the older 
nt people’ Nave Caught them, that the "traditions stir1l1 
22 | exist as you saw, last summer when you were down. And 
23 I guess you were a guest at her house? And there was | 
24 some thing that she must have done that you must have | 
25 | noticed, she says, that is the way of life. And what 
26 | Miaay y toruayy to Sti. extotowe Inet. cOnd stron - eciiac 
27 type of traditional way of life still exists. | 
a And she is just pointing out 
| 





| that you saw that. 


30 | When the husbands go out hunting, 





| 
| | 
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l they come back with some animals or any sorts of animals 
> which is edible, the womens are the ones that are left | 
a to do the work with it. And that has always been the | 
a way Of the Indian people. That the womens prepare : 
5 the food and they fix the hides and stuff like that. 
6 And she says that that is 
afl the way of the older people, but that still exists today. 
8 She says that, when they evel 
ms in the, bush,like that,,..no,matter how.cold itis, eee nee 
101" they have to set the tent, the womens have to set the 
| tent. And I am talking that they have to make an extra 
12 teepee, sometimes the husbands shoot some , you know, | 
13 | caribou or moose and they have to prepare the dry meat ; 
sb and stuff like that, to put on the teepees. 
is | So they have to, you know, 
a) whether it was cold or not, they still have to make the| 
WD tent and then the teepee. | 
| After you make the dry meat, ! 
19} you take the moose orecaribouvhide.and youyhavesto tan | 
oy the hide. Some time when you are hunting like that, 
| you have no more moccasins and you have a hole in your 
sell moccasins or you need something to work with. And you 
23 need clothing. You have to tan the hide within that 
24 | period of time you are there, so that you can--like, 
25 sometimes they spend about a week somewhere, eh? And 
26 | or two weeks and whatever it is, and they need something. 
27 Meaning clothing. | 
28) Then» theyveahave, tostan that 
29 | moose hide so that they can»get,the,things, that they | 
30 | need right away. That is what she is stating to you. 
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BURRS he Bogie gayi | 
| 
| She says that the mothers 
2 | always feel that whatever they do today might be yee 
3] tant for their children later on , Whether it is just 
4] tanning moose hide. Sometimes the children need some | 
| clothing too. And you are going to have to have that 
6 | moose hide. | 
i 
7| And she says that sometimes 
8 | sooethe husbandras gone out visiting’ the trap” line*or 
9 | just hunting, the womens are left alone and they have 
10 | to maintain the home. Which means they have to go and | 
| visit the nets, how cold it is. They have to get the | 
12! wood so the fire keeps going. 
| 
13) And she says that these are | 
7 all the things, the little things that the ancestors 
15.| taughesucevraAna 4tWiststillidiving ,Wilaker | 
16 She says the ancestors have | 
17 | taught them in their old ways. They are still teaching 
nf their children that today. And some of the children, | 
19 you know, they are not very interested in it. But some 
20| of them are interested in it. And we hope that those | 
21 interested young people will carry on the way of life 
22 | and we also tell them how important the land is to them 
23 | And it seems to me they know how important it is to 
24 them too. 
25 | And even a little thing like 
26 | that ,Waswayhofalifte ws amportant*to*us today. She is 
27 | just stating how important the land is today. And how | 
28) important it would be for the younger people too. 
29 | And you are talking about the 
30 land, how important it is to you. She says, the Indian 
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people here, when they catch any sorts of animal, they 


usually distribute it amongst themselves. They have 


| 
: 
those who need something. They have those who are in 
need. : 

She says that, when you are | 
talking about the pipeline and the dam and the nighway 
you know, and the effect it will have on us, well that | 
kind of relationship we have within the community will : 
be destroyed. | 

Would one of our native people 
when in need, when somebody else turn them down? She | 
is questioning whether in a small community, where ever 
body is helping with each other, will that type of rela- 
tionship Still exist when@the pipeline and the dam,-- 
and the sort of the impact it will have on the people, 
the relationship they have. 

She says that just bringing 
a seismic crew, this is the seismic people doing all 
ofthe land, working on”“tne Lands and“'stufti like that. 


Making roads and winter roads and stuff like that, she 


: 
says that even then today we could see the damage it 
has done to our land. And she says, when you introduc 
a pipeline, the dam and the highway, think of all of th 
things that will happen then. Think of how, you know, 
like how much damage it will do, even,--just the seismi 
work has done a lot of damage itself. 

So--and she says, we don't 
want that. We don't want that to happen to us. And 


she says that when people, like the Chiefs and the 


Councillorsand the all of the people talking about how 
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| 
| 
important the land is to them, you know, it is the | 


Ewen . 
We don't want any damage done 
to our lives or our land. Our land sort of holds a | 
| 
very important to us. She says that people here have | 


come to talk to you, to give their points and comments | 


and how they feel. She says, this is how I feel. And | 





I probably wouldn't be the only one who is going to 
say all of these things to you. 

And she says that, there sa 
be another chance where I might come up and talk again. 
So it is time to give somebody else a chance to Say | 
how they feel. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I remember | 
yourptent onwthéemnorth shoreslastisummers’wAnd I remember 


your hospitality. Thank you very much. 


THE INTERPRETER: The next on 


| 
the agenda is trapping and we have three witnesses for 


that. But it doesn't necessarily mean that these 
three people are going to be the only ones that are 
going to talk, or give comments on that. They are sort 
of the back up people. Okay, so there is Napoleon 
Kenny there and Isadore Modest and Liza Blandin. and 
Napoleon's already here. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We will 


ask the Secretary to swear them. 


NAPOLEON KENNY: Sworn. 


LIZA BLANDIN: Sworn. 


ISADORE Modeste: Sworn. 
THE INTERPRETER: There is a 
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Napoleon Kenny | 


sort of confusion here because you know that--they have, 














ah 
| 
1 never been given an opportunity to face a judge anda | 
a lot of newcomers. ‘So it makes people nervous. ! 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
«| understand. | 
6 | THEy LNTERPRETER?: So I hope | 
7, that you will forgive them. 
; NAPOLEON KENNY: (Interpretation) 
- Some comments about trapping. And he says that, when | 
a we talk about our land, it is really.important to us 
7 when we talk about our land. : 
| He says that, when I raised | 
13 my kids, I didn't raise them the way a white man raises| 
ia] his kids. When I raised my kids, I raised them through! 
15 | trapping. And he says, I travel a distance of 250 miles 
16 | for 20 years, I used that area for my trap line. And : 
17 from here, it is 250 miles. | 
Kal And when you are trapping, | 
vo | he says, you look for areas where you can, you know, 
2° get the most fur and where you can eat well. He says | 
P| that sometimes you travel, even though it is 70, 60 
a below, he says that--he says that you go to places 
23 where you feel there is fishing. There is always 
aA fishing areas, you know. 
25 | Luke» ony the,lakes, differant 
26 | little lakes that have fish. He says you go to those | 
27 | areas. And sometimes you scarcely eat for two weeks : 
‘ial because there is no animals and stuff like that. But | 
ou) Still you remain out there. And there might be no | 


30 |l radios to contact people here. And it is a distance i 
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1 250 miles. 
| 
2) In those days too, there was 
; nOsrations, you know, given out to the families that. are 
4 | left behind. He says that when you come back from | 
; trapping, with what you get, with what you get while | 
| trapping, the fur you get, you buy the necessities, 
7 the: basic: food and the basic things) for your children. | 
| And that's how you raised ee 
7 children. | | 
1 When you come back from trapping, 
11] you have to set a net out again on the lake here so tha 
12| you have something to eat while you are here. And when 
13| you are finished with that, usually in the spring time 
A you have to go spring hunting again. So that there is 
15 | some source of income coming ites | 
16! In the spring time, when you 
i! | 
17 | are going hunting to--you usually travel all of the way 
13 on your legs. You have to, you know, transportation is| 
sf by your own legs. And he says that you have to, after 
20 | you catch any type of, you know, like how much beaver 
21 Yourinave ftOucarry winvback,to, Franklin... -You, have to 
a Garry-a lL) otwtheastulbtsback to Frankl 1n.. 
23 LiipLs \Gedl ly simpomeant that 
24 | the native people teach their children how to go trapping. 
25 It is more important than having school or education. 
26 | He says that he let seven of his children go to school. 
27 | Not one of them have come back with anything for him, | 
28 | he said. So he concludes that that--trapping is more 
29 | necessary than education. 
30 | He says that--you see that lake, 
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right there, Great Bear Lake on the map, he says that 
he has been all over it, all around the coast of that 


| Great Bear Lake this year. And there was about 40 to 

















3 
4 | 45 people with him. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: There were | 
6 | 40 what? | 
7 THE \INTERPRETER:eYou Know, | 
g | like on some of his trips, there were at least 40 to | 
| 45 people with him. But he is stating that just this | 
ea year alone, he has been out over that lake, all around 
11 | thesecoast ofsuthat lake. 
12 NAPOLEON KENNY: IRS 
13] He said that at one point too, he brought a lot of | 
14] students, or a lot of younger people ---on a caribou | 
15 | hunt there this year. He says that a lot of ‘them, i 
16 | all ofythem in fact, really enjoy going out there. They 
17 | really enjoyed themsleves. They really enjoyed what | 
18 | the older people are doing out there. 
19 | This year he set a trap line 
20 | out on the land there, and one of his sons had to go to 
21 Court on November 13th. So he was asked to come into 
a town to attend the Court. So he came back into town. 
2 And when he went out there, he used two skidoos. But 
24 | when he got back, he spent Christmas here and one of 
25 | his skidoos broke down. So that sort of delayed him 
26 | going back. 
27 | But his sons went back to 
22) check the trap line and there was no trap Wee The 
29) seismic crew had covered it all up with snow, so there 
30 | was no trap line to go back to. 
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Isadore Modeste 


He doesn't know how many 


Marten or any type of fur that he got on the trap line. 


| 

| 

| 

\ 

But he said that his sons recovered just a few traps. | 

But the rest were all lost. i 

He says that the game warden | 

wrote a letter to those companies there and told them | 

what happened. But he says it's been three to four | 

months now and he hasn't received any reply from them. ! 

| 

And today he doesn't have any trap lines. He is still 
questioning what's to be done about, you know, damage 

done like that? 


He says that is all that he 


is going to say on trapping, because there is a lot of 


| 
i 


i 


other people that want to speak. 


THE “COMMISSIONER: ‘Thank you 





very much. 

THE INTERPRETER: He says ehae 
he is going to talk about trapping. 

ISADORE MODESTE: (Interpreta- 
tion.) When you place your hand on a Bible, you have to 
tell the truth. There is no lying or anything involved 
after you swear on the Bible. He says that, you came 
here to listen to us. And we are going to talk to you 
about how we used to live and how we live today. 

When the Chiefs and the Counci 


\ 


talk about the importance of land, how important it is 





to the Native people, that is the truth. I am now 57 | 
years old. | 
| 
| 


He says, I am 57 years old and 





when I talk about the bush, the way the people use the 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Isadore Modeste : 
| 
| bush and stuff like that and trapping involved, he says, 
2 | I am talking not only for myself but for the whole | 
' people. 
4 When I say I am 57 years old, | 
| he just makes that statement that he is 57 years old. | 
| And just this May he came back with his children from | 
+I the bush. He says that the bush is important to him | 
; and he likes to point out that he doesn't want eee 
2 to happen to his way of life. It is important to him 
10 | that it maintains the way it is. | 
iM It was Napoleon Kenny who | 
12| gave some evidence about trapping. He says, whatever | 
13] he says, it is true. Because at a lot of times, he was 
14] the one that traveled with him. And he says that, when 
! 
15 | you are trapping in the bushes, you see a lot of traps | 
16 | covered with inches of ground, you know, like land that] 
17 | has overgrown over it...the trap lines. 
18 He says that it has been a 
19 | long time since when people were trapping. But he says 
20 | that even today it is still exists. What he is saying 
2 is that the traps that were set a long time ago still 
22 | remains there, and a lot of land has covered it already}. 
a You know, the growth. But even today, they are still 
24 | USing that land. 
25) He says that the land is reall 
26 | important to them. He says, whether any nationality 
27 | including animals, the land still is important to them 
2g! and this is practically the last place where life is 
29 | still good to them. The land is still good to them. 
30 And they want it to maintain like that. 
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ih pg lien ad tak Isadore Modeste | 
| 
: 
7 There is that many people here| 
2 | today, he says, maybe half of them don't know how to | 
; read English or write English. He says, but half of 
4 them can survive just on the land itself. And he says | 
| that they know they can survive on the land itself. 
| They don't necessarily have a) 
9 | have jobs. And or any other government activities. But 
3 | they still can survive on the land. | 
: He says that when you have a 
10 | house, you know, you are living in this house. Another 
11} person comes along and decides to take away your house. 
12 It's not really good. He says that it doesn't, the 
13) relationship doesn't--the relationship is really bad ! 
14] when it comes to that. When you decide to take something 
15 | ehac esi te) yours, 
16-| That is all that he is going | 
17 | to say--is what he said, you know,, what the statements 
18 | he made. He says, but the land, when we talk about | 
19 howcimportantnuthertand isbto us, ,.itealshthertruthayelt | 
20 | isrveryeimportantrtotusemeZt ismpractically the last 
21 thing that we know we can survive with. 
12 | So he says, when we talk Bbadel 
53 the land, we are really telling you the truth. 
54) THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
95 | Siri 
£8 THE INTERPRETER: What he means 
oT! by when he says the house, he refers to the house, | 
a3 | you know when it is not yours. .You shouldn'tcome and say 


| 
well, I want your house now, that is what creates a 


bad relationship. I think whatheosays=-that;,is»referring 


> | 
7 i bi ee 
a) id ee 


» 
“a 
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| 
Joe Naedzo ; 
to the land. When you move into somebody else's back- | 
yard, you don't decide for him what he should do with | 
his backyard. That creates a bad relationship. | ! 
THE COMMISSIONER? © Yes, I ee 
I understand now. 

THE INTERPRETER: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That made 
it clearer. 


i 
| 
} 
H 


Hs COMMISSIONERS VAL] right. 





THE INTERPRETER: He says 





that Joe points out that when those people--when those 


| 
people came out to talk about trapping, they have for- | | 
gotten something. And he is going to give you the 


feedback. | 


t 


JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation. )| 
When those two people came up to talk about trapping, | 
he says, they say that trapping is very important to | 
them. And using the land is sort of the last thing on | 
which they can survive. But he says that they have 
forgotten in their statement something that he says 
ehat=-and he is*qoing*to Ssay*what Tt 'is* 

Around 1921, the Treaty, there 
was a lot of fur around here. You know people went 
trapping and there was alot Gf flr: But then “the 


government decided that the wolf was killing off a lot 


OfVcaribovMand ittwas*sort"of a@emenace tovthe“animals 


itself. 
THE COMMISSIONER: The wolves? 
THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 


JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation) 
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Joe Naedzo 


SO Ehey décided'to put a lot of poison ‘on our’ areas’ of 





the land. 

He says that when the government 
laid out those poisons, they forgot that the wolf is 
not the only one that eats. He says that about the 
only two animals, the beaver and the rabbits, are the 
only ones that don't eat animals. Like other animals. 

He says that they forgot that the wolf is not the ones 
that eat, you know, meat and stuff like that. 

So when they put that poison 
down, it killed off a lot of animals. And especially 
aealOtmor tun, 

Two summers ago there was a 
fire all the way from Fort Smith up to these regions, 
all the way to Inuvik, around there. There was about | 
30 areas where there was fire. He says that also last | 
June too, at Trophy Lodge, there was a fire, but it 


went so far, it went over 200 miles. So the fire was 





so big that they decided to just leave it, let it burn. 


Andwitwourned right yt vomethe 





beginning of June, right till the snowfall in this area 

And he says that also cost a lot of the downfall of 

fursvandestuff like that. J 
And he says that at one point 

too the government decided that to put poison at--when 

you come in with a plane from outside, you could see 

distinctly two areas, two points. And right in between 

there is Franklin, eh. There is a point over there and 

there is a point over there. It is about one mile 


from the community. 


7; oe eS ia 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo | 

| 

| 

l The government put poisons | 
») there, just one mile from the community, he says. 











In the springtime when they were walking around on the 
ice and stuff like that, they saw really lots of, about 
maybe a hundred of ravens and seagulls, all just dead, | 
just laying around. I guess they were eating the peiseny 
COON | 

He says that, and after killin 
that many seagulls through some poisons, the year later 
they made a law that there should be no killing of 
seagulls. The government made a law a year later afte 
killing that many seagulls. And he says that not even, 
you know, a handful of seagulls can not repay, you | 
know, the damage that has already been done. 


} 


And he said, he still thinking 


| 
| 
| 


about that you know. If there is ever to be any oa 
ment for land and stuff like that, destruction of land. 
They can't even pay for ten seagulls. | 

You travel all that distance 
to hear ourcomments about our way of life and how we 
want it to be. And he says that, just, he just mentioned 
that because he thought it was important to point this 
thingsnout),. thingsraldke:ithat outtie Thak twhenithe wwo 
people gave evidence about trapping didn't mention 
that, he only thought that it was important for him to 
mention it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. 


THE, INTERPRETER: This ‘is Liza 


Blandin. She didn't say specifically what she is going 


| 
| 
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Liza Blandin 

| 

to talk about. But she put her name down so that she | 
Gould talk: | 


LIZA BLANDIN: (Interpretation, ) 





‘ 
' 


She says that it is really nice of you to come to ia 
to our stories. And she also points that to her the | 
stories that are coming out are very, very sad. Becausp 
it means a lot to them. : 
And to other people it doesn't 
mean half as much, but to them it means a lot. And it 
Usereaily>, 1t is) teally--she is ureallyssad dm.a way, to 
hear, you know, all of these things happening to us. 


SpOnsSieslS .JO1nd..toOwalkitoyvou forsa little.zwhile, 


aan AndseaieeeeSaesnninnanretesa nara 


She .was..born.in,.l9Ll... Until 


today she is still using the bush. 


She says that the man I wae 
you know, he died, eh, but she is talking about him. | 
The man I married loved using the bush. And so we | 
always worked in the bush together until he died. And | 
She says that I love my land. 

And she says that some of the 
evidence given here about trapping wasn't complete. So 
she is sort of the back-up person, eh. So she says she 


is going to talk about the life she led trapping with 


her husband. 


That her and her husband used 


to travel by boat, you know, with paddles. They used 


And when they would get there, although they may be 


to travel such a far distance, all the way by paddle. 
tired and stuff like that, they used to try to, they | 


had to go hunting and they had to set the nets and then 
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| 
SeaLtetrappangs | 
| 

When they get to the area wheré 

they want to go trapping, her husband gets their shit 


net in the lake and stuff like that. And then he goes 





hunting. And after he gets some meat for his wife to 
live off of, he is away. Then he finally goes trapping 
And he sets his traps, they 


usually go right up until Christmas, they trap right 


~~ - 


up until Christmas. 
And she says that when she is 


alone after her husband goes hunting or rather trapping 


she has to go out and visit the nets, she has to go hunting 


to feed her children, and she has to think about the | 
feeding of the children | You know, and she FE) 


that sometimes her husband also gives her a few traps | 


| 
so that she can trap around the area that they are 


LEV INGVans 
When they are out trapping lik 


that, she makes all of the dry fish and dry meat. And 


They usually come back to Franklin, I guess around : 
Christmas. So she prepares all of the food for the 
long journey back. 

She says that after, when he 
comes back from trapping, they usually, you know, withi 
in all this time she has been preparing the food and 
everything to come back, to Franklinjand shegalso 
makes all of the clothing for the children becaus 


. coming back across the lake, it is really cold. 


| 
| 
she prepares it for the long journey back to Franklin. 
| 
So she has to prepare all of the clothing for the long | 
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journey back, plus prepare all of the food. And when 


| 

| 

| 

| 
that is all done, then they come back to Franklin. 

. After spending Christmas here 
ingirankling they"go@back in‘Jantary. "Eteis*atvery 
cold month. Nearly 60 to 70 below here in Franklin. 
And she says that this weather is that cold, you know, | 
it is 60 or 70 below, they still have to set the net. 
They set four nets at a time and they still have to 


fashGandPthey stiii have to hunt. 


While her husband is gone, 


| 
| 
SHemlomooOnt, OL repeating that ,»sshe still has to fish | 
and hunt. And when you set four nets like that, and | 
VYOUNVISTtC it) one: day, if you leave it for one day, if | 
the ice freezes over, with that temperature of the ice | 
ELeezes*Ovemutowat Ieastvartoot. And if you leave it | 
forvat least 3*to 4¥daysy, then’ you. can imagine that the. 
ice covers up. to about four feet. 

AndPyou havexto, you, know, )dig) 


a hole right up again. And she says that while he is 


gone, she fishes for him. And then when he comes back, 


dogs while he is on the trap line. And then, while he 
is gone too, she has to fish, she has to go fishing, 
she has to go hunting, she hunts for--sets snares for 
rabbits. She has to4go ‘htnting for ptarmigan, “and just 
aimerof *the ‘Little ‘things "she “has*to*do. 

And it includes maintaining 
the home too. Like getting brushes, and putting the 
brushes on the floor. Getting wood and sewing. 


| 
he takes the fish for his dogs so that he can feed his 
She says that when her 7 
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brings back a moose, she has to cut off the hair, cut 
off the meat from the inside, and then they have to 
scrape the skin while it is still damp. And then they 
havenho Wan tite andistuftsdikesethat).jovwlhat teakestha lot 
of work. But they still have to do that. 

And she says that all of the 
things that she mentioned, all of the work that has to | 
be done by a woman while her husband is gone, it is the 
hardships of a woman. But they still do it. And she 
says that when we talk about a woman's version of how 
she is on the trapline, we are telling you the truth. 
That is why when we talk about the land, it is really | 
ampor tants tonus. | 

She (says! thatea-it. iis: sort of | 
repeating again. That they have to make dry fish, er | 
have to get fish for the dogs so that her husband, when 
he comes back, there is fish ready for him to feed the 
dogs. They have to make the dry meat. They have to 
tan the moose hide. They have to make clothing for 
their children. They have to hunt for their children 
and feed their children. And she is just stating all 
of the things that have to be done while you are home. 

And now she is going to tell 
you about what they do when they go spring hunting. 

She says, all of this time, she has traveled with a 
man, eh, so she knows, she knows what he does. She 
knows what she has to do and you know, when people talk 
about that, she knows what they are talking about. 

She says that when they go 


spring hunting, too, they usually leave about May 7th. 
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The men usually leave around May 7th. And all this time 





she says, it's beter then because the weather is a lot | 


| 
warmer. They have to fish, hunt, and get some wood, 


| 


brushes for the house, feed the children, make ary fish, 
paint the boat, and get the boat all ready so that when | 


they come back, you know, they just---everything is 





prepared for them, like it'is in the winter time too. 


She says that when they come 





have to clean the beaver off and the muskrats and then 





nail them--have you ever seen nailing of a beaver and 





back they bring back beaver and muskrats, eh. So you 
| 
| 





12| stuff like that? So you would know what I am talking 

13 about. Nailing of beaver? 

1a THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

LS THEMINTBRPRETER: “Well, “Ze Ls 

16 SeLOUsereworks  SAnainailing, you Know,)they have to, | 

Li the womans have bo clean the beaver off until it is ALY 

18 | smooth in the inside and then they have to sort of nail) 

19 | it up so that it dries up. And they have to do the 

20 | same thing to beaver, to muskrat. | 

21] A (Continued) And she ne 

22 | that while you are doing that, you teach your children, 

23 you know, all of these things, how it is done. She 

24 says that a lot of children here, most of them know wha 

25 | to do with the pelts that they get back, because you 

26 | teach them how to do things. 

27 The distance that we travel 

28 | is really a far distance. It is all the way to North 

29 Shore and to a lake called Charley Lake. You might | 
| 


| find it on the map there. That is the distance they 
S| 
| 
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30st THE COMMISSIONER: Are you 


BURNABY 2, B.C. - Liza Blandin 
| travel. It is not a very short distance when she is | 
2| talking about this. About the kind of life | 
7 we lead, the kind--the ways in which they run their 
4 | lives andp»stuft Like that. She says that is how hard | 
i we have to work. That is how--but they stiligenjady. a 
6 | You know, the hardship goes with the enjoying of it, I | 
7 guess. i 
| And. she says that she is »just 
7 pointing out the way that they do things. 

10 | She says that when you travel, 
1| when you are trying to trap and you are doing--making 
12 | money, you have to travel quite a distance to get those 

! 
13) things. She says that even today if you place me at 
1 a real far distance with a canoe, she says, I never will 
15 | ever question you how to do this and how to do that. | 
6 Because she says, she knows that already. 
17 | She says there is a lot of | 
1a! other people who would like to talk and she _ gave 
19 you her comments. She says that it is ‘nice, for 
20 you to come all of that distance to hear her and herself. 
21 THE sCOMMISSIONER): Thank you 
22 very much, Madam. I was wondering if it would be all 
23 right if we maybe had a five minute break and just 
24 | stop for five minutes? Would that be all right? 
25 | THE INTERPRETER: sure. 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we 
27 | will do that for five minutes then. | 

\ 

29) (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES.) | 
29 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 
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1| ready? 

2 THE INTERPRETER: Are we ready 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I am 

4 | ready whenever you are. | 

5 | Loe INTERPRETER: «The Chiet | 

6 sayS, well I am going to say it in Slavey because it | 

7 doesn't concern anybody here. | 

8 The next speaker is, we are | 

9 | going to be talking about fishing. And we have got | 
10 some witnesses' names down, those who are interested | 
11] im talking about? just Straight fishing: | 
12 | CECILE MODESTE: need by cbeee Lh 
13) Liza Blandin said in her talk about trapping, she says, 
14] whatever she says there is true about how womans, you | 
15} know, woman's role in trapping. She says that when we | 
160 talk about our land, she says even us womens are included 
17 | in that. It is important to us too. So she says she | 
18 | is *going to talk-on things; you “know, going around, | 
19 | she cms GOing tO talkvabout 
20 just the way of life, I guess it is personal life. 
21] In the olden days, in the old 
2 days, the ancestors used to tell us about fishing, that 
23| when you set a net out, if you look out the window ther 
24 | there is going to be some rocks, that you are going to | 
25 | see right across from here. You see the NTC camp 
26 over there. The community 1S here, is right of the 

| 


middle... There ls sort: of rocks; sort .of coming: out | 
| from the land. And you can see the rocks real well 
from the window. 

aa She says that right around ae 
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| 
| 
area, she says, the old people used to tell us that | 
| 
! 
| 




















; 

> | when you set one net there, you used to gée about, 500 
fish in one day. You would get 500 fish there in one 

A] day. She says, but then, since the white man came , you 
rE know, they started dredging the bottom of the lake and 
e4 they are doing their surveys and stuff like that. You | 
7 set a net for one year and you probably, you know, 
a | wouldn't get as much as you used to get in those days. | 
aI The white people, since they | 
a have come, they have really damaged the land, she rat 
ai And when the old people talk about how important our | 
a land-is,.and.how much we love our land, we really mean | 
a that. And although the white people really do a lot of 
Hi damage to our land, we haven't spoken until today. | 
pa But we have seen all of the ) 
ae damage that is going to be coming through with the pipe- 
eI line and other major developments. We can't sit back : 
te! and not say anything anymore. | 
rol She says that we let the white 
| people, we have let the white people do whatever they | 
P| want on the land, you know. We haven't really told | 
a them, don’t dosthis orn sdonetwdouwthat. We wust. let then 
a go ahead.and do what they like to do. She says, but | 
- when they decide to do something that we are not in | 
a favour of then it is time for us to speak about what we 
26 | want. | 
a And she says that in the winter 
a LANG She sareferming back tourrsning 2iin phe winters time 
5 | or wherever you are fishing, whenever you are going out 
val hunting and stuff like that, you like to go to where there 


| | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Cecile Modeste | 
| 
| 


is, you know there is fishing areas. And you go there 


‘and you make dry fish. And you feed the dogs with what+ 


ever is left over. You feed your children. And she 





is just making general comments about fishing. 


She says, when we talk about | 
| 
our land and how important it is to us, we don't want | 


anymore damages done to it. We want it to stay so that: 
we can survive on it. We can do what we like to do. | 
It means trapping and hunting and just living off of th 
land, period. They would like to go on doing that. 

They don't want to, you know, anymore damage done than 

is already done. 

She says that God created | 
earth and God made land so that there is enough land fof 
the white people and there is enough land for the Indian 
people. And He also made that their lives should be | 
separate. You know, like their way of life is different 


i 


from our way of life. 


And she says that, although we 
are not the ones to say whose land is what land, you 
know, or what should be done on the land and stuff like 
thats, ditenisenot: for us, just human beings like ourselves 
to decide that. We haven't even asked the Maker, you 
know, what we should do with it. He is the one that 
should decide what should be done with it. So we 


shouldn't even fight about the things like that. 


radium was discovered. In Norman Wells, oil was dis- 
covered. In Yellowknife, gold was discovered. And all 


She says that in Fort Radium, | 
| 
| 
of these discoveries were done by Indian people. o 


7 . ~S a " _ 
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Cecile Modeste 


all of the people who have discovered those minerals and 


stuff like that, the ways of making money have died 





poor. They have died reall yipo@or. And: thoseprthe nae 
pople who have come in and we just go ahead and let ther 
have all of these things. We never say anything about, 
you know, getting money back and stuff like that. 

But she says now it has come to 


a point where they are deciding to take the whole land. | 





Then we have to say something about it. They are ee 


all of the money off of our land, and we are the ones 





to discover it and die poor. And we never say oD aoa 


about that. | 


| 


“Sheysaysythat’ althoughithe 
| 
white people have taken a lot of minerals and have done, 


a lot of damage to the land, we haven't really told them 


Chat’ werrdon® like \ this’, *we don't lake that... Wexjust | 
let ‘them go:ahead and do things like that... And ‘she : 
Say sichat.ethen Landi tisi(practicalily tthe Lastithirig- that | 
they have. And it is really important to them that cnef 
keep it. And that no harm should come to it. And Bos, 
it is really nice for you to come over here to listen 
to/rour stories. 

And she says that this, this 
is something about having any heart to listen to sad 
stories to that. Anybody having any heart to listen 
| 


to ‘sad stories’ like that, Mhatayit tistiredl ly micevor you; 


| 
tTox<come:. 





She says that Liza Blandin has 
| 
already said everything about fishing. You know, what) 


is to be done when you are fishing, the dry fish and eth 
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7 The roles womens play when they are out with their | 
2] husbands, she says. So I am just giving you the nas at 
3] about how I feel about the land. And the importance it 
4 | ” Ras @for*ne. | 
5 THE INTERPRETER: He just says 
6 | that everybody is welcome to speak whenever they want. And 
7) he says that in listening to what the womens have to ay 
8 | about fishing, they have overlooked something, forgot | 
9 something. So he says that he is going to point out 
10) Whdt “Cheywlorgot again. wSo,1t is, he is going’ to talk | 
11 | about things that they forgot. | 
12 | JOE NAEDZO: cagere sug. 
13] He says that in the olden days, people talk about the 
1d animals and fish and the abundance of them. And he | 
15 | says now we should, we should also talk about why you | 
16 | know the fish and the animals are going down. And like 
17 | he is trying to point out something, he is saying why 
13 | is the fish decreasing in population now or whatever 
19 | Laas = | 
sai He says that’) in 92m there was 
21] aitreaty days That was the Treaty year, eh? And in 
22 | 1922, he says he lived across there, on the Barrenland 
: right across here. He says that he set one fish net 
24 | and every night, you know, he would just leave it out | 
\ 
25 | LOLA MmMUGRe .. Sihere. usedwto be about 400 to 500 fish. | 
26 He says that at the time | 
27 | too, there is the barge, the radium, the barge--you 
23 | know about the barge that brings up the supplies and 
25 | stuff like that, up to Fort Radium and all around the 


| 
coast of Great Bear--well, they decided that there is 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo | 
| | 

J areas where they will want to put the docks there. andl 
Pa the water was too shallow. So they dredged the bottom | 
3| of the lake. And then, at one point, they set off | 
4 dynamites. And when they blow one dyanmite up , it 
5 kills about 50 to 100 fish, which floats down the Bear 
6 | River. | 
7 They used to set dynamites off 
8 | inéa sert ofjsyoucknow; a straight line so that they | 
9 could have the barge coming in INNS ORES So he says | 
10 | that at once they dynamited 13 areas, in the lake. 

11 | And he says that since then 

12 | the fishing has been really bad within that area where | 

a the old people used to say that, you know, you will 

14] never starve as long as you have that area. Now, : 

_ after all that dredging and after the dynamite were | 

16 | placed there, the fishing is gone really bad. : 
17 | And also there was surveying 
1a] crew, Surveyors came in, and right at that point there | 

19 | theyyrputbupr-theyohad aulittlelbottlethikesthis,a@this 

20 | contained some sort of medicine. It contained some- 

HI thing in a way. And they put about 3, 4 drops in the 
22 water. And for about half a mile, all around this 

“ao coast here, the water just turned red. And so he said 
aa | that these kinds of things have causedthe decrease in 

25 | fishing and stuff like that. 

26 | There is also these lodges, 

21| there are tourist lodges, fishing lodges along the 

28 Great Bear River, there is Trophy Lodge. There is 
29 | about seven lodges. He says that I worked at Trophy 


20 Lodge which is behind, there is the Good Hope Bay aroun 




















| t30 tee yous \Inloqg sno de nods Bnd. .pdek odd 20° 








«tk. qu otimnayb eno wold yert asiw baA .eedimeayb b 
| 3692 oft nwob eteol? doidw dai? 00L oF 0& tuods elildt é 
| oc udve. wee teep alone a 
\2Ro eotimenybh see oF been ysiT eee a t 
| yori edt 08 anit adpiexte s \womk woy 20 sm0m Bat = |e 
| ayse of O2 » .SOtS dedd at paimoo episd eft eved blwoo e 
sist oft ni .ase1s EL Sadimsayh yedt eono ss tedz of 

. neddy sonta tedd ayse off baA | ri 7? 1s 
| giedw sexe sadt aiddiw bed yliser need esd pnidel? edd cl 
{Iiw poy ,wond voy ..3sae yee oF Been elyosg Blo sz tf 
wou .69%6 3eds evsd voy es prol B& svViste Jeven bl 

Siew otimednvb sit x~9d32e bas pnipbexb. sade Lis tedte rae 
.bsd yilset efop ak enticed aid ,exved? besslq iol 
paiyovive esw eieds cels bad mls ws 
| sisid tnhog tenis t6 tdpix bans , al: emseo azoyavive,,wers sf 
| ing ,etd? sAil slisod sisttl 5 bad yads--qu 3uq yeds , OL 
| ~gmoe benistaop 21. .eaioibem to J108 smoa benisiaoo 106 
eat mi acdowb b 6 tuods sug yedd SrA .Yeaw os nat pain? is 
zidt? Bouows Ils ,silm 6 Iisd suods 10% BoA  .xse26wW ss 

bisa ef of bnA hex bontu? seut.19tsw edd yored teso5 cs 





| nk sesex206 orit Gomis gvad apnin? 3o abaisd-eaeds sada | 82 
| | — eted3 etbL Bude bas paidet? 
| ed? pole 2epbot pninett \aepbol sailed. exe exeds 
si sted? .opbol vigor? ei ezedt .xeved asef, taexd 


7 ; 
ye oi {ae 








ALEWEST REPORTING L-TD. 637 | 


BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 
1} this side; on the coast of it. There is a lodge called 
2 Trophy Lodge, he says he worked for them for three | 
=| years guiding. And one time he took the afternoon to | 
| 
4 | go around the coast. He went for half a mile along | 
5 | the coast from that lodge. And he found 18 trout, just, 
s| floating all dead, they are all rotten away. | 
7 He says that that is just one | 
| area that I am speaking about. Think of how many sce 
| sands of fish that might be dying the same way, from | 
I these tourist lodges. 
" He says that the tourists | 
12 are allowed 5 trout and 10 g9rayling But that often | 
13 means that they can get five trout of the kind that | 
14, they want, the pounds that they want, eh. So if they | 
15) get a small trout and they are looking for 30 to 50 
16 | pounds, they can throw that. little fish back, the Little 
17 | trout back. He says that even human beings, when they : 
18 have a wound in their neck, they usually, they can be | 
19} actended "by a doctor. Sut until then they can t,eat, 
20 And there is/ doctors for the | 
21] fish, he says. “SO these fish probably all die’ Se vhe | 
ae. | is just concluding that there is thousands of fish dying 
23 Mm this fake. | 
2a He says at Fort Radium, when | 
25 | the radium was first discovered, a lot of those guys 
26 | threw, you know, there are some people that really | 
27) know. He says that some of the rocks, that they cians 
28 | think was valuable, they just threw into the lake. But 
29 | later on they found that there was some valuable minerals 
39 in those rocks. So now they are dredging the whole chi 
i 
i 
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BURNABY 2, 8.¢. jee Raddzé | 
| 
1 and trying to take it out. And everytime that they | 
2 take out, there is thousands of fish in these nets that! 
3 | they take.to take the rocks .out of the lake. So that | 
4 Kp LS eOtted. bor soLetichetoo. 
5 | He Says that in getting | 
ie the fish and stuff like that, we are not the only PRs? | 
5 | you know, who can be blamed for the scarcity of fishing, 
3 | now. And the scarcity.of fish. He says that the veriete 
5 that spoke about fishing didn't give this evidence. Bs 
10 | he says that he decided to give it, because it is not 
ll | the Indian people, you know. They are not to be blamed. 
ia This is white man's fault too. | 
isl And he says that is all that | 
14! he says... He isejust pointing these things .out. | 
15 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you six. 
ea THE INTERPRETER: ,.We have | 
oy decided that, you know, that what we have down already, 
13 | is, you know, people already gave that sort of thing | 
19 || already. So we are carrying on to number 4, and Joe | 
20 | Naedzo had said that he would talk about how we Pomel 
21 | ourself in the past before the government came. | 
OP. He 31S4903ng .to, tell svou about 
5a the stories he heard, the--carried through, tradition, 
| from .older.people.. The stories: he heard, helis going | 
r to tell you about how the people lived in the past, : 
set which means they have governed themselves and stuff | 
27 like that, before the.white man.came. | 
28 | JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation) | 
29) In the old days, before the white man came, the only | 
xe| way the native people survived was through hunting and 
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| 
1 fishing. And there was no money involved in those aoe 
2 In the summertime, the old people | 
3 | used to make birch bark cances, “andused ECowusesa sort | 
| 
4 of the gums from the trees. Sort of a syrupy soup | 
>| from tnektrees totputsitwall /toegether. And then on top 
6 | of that they used to have stone knives, everything was | 
7 made out of stone. It was carved. You know, they had | 
4 the stone knives and stone axes and stuff like that. 
| in. thesoldsedays stoopytherwiltows; 1 
10 | you know, like the little willows were made for to make | 
ri nets. And they were also made’ for fish hooks. And the, 
i2| fish hooks, the bones that they used was the beaver 
13 | tooth and other animals vin Sharp teeth that they 
i | 
14) carved up to make the hooks. In the summer time they | 
15] used to get some willows to do their fishing with, they, 
16 usedstoumake: sortwot fishing rods outwof the willowse : 
17 | And they also used that as spears, : 
18 | foekiblbyoff ithesearibou and animals. You know, that | 
19} they scornery;m@they kill them offuwith spears. : 
‘ So that in the summertime too--they | 
ce used to go caribou hunting all the way to Coppermine, 
| close to Coppermine River. And there they used to make 
23 | dried fish and then they used to make tan, they tanned 
24 hides to make tents for those who needs tents. And the 
25 | used to make fur coats and blankets for the winter time 
26 | And this is how they survived during the winter. | 
27 | He says in the bush too, sometimes | 
235 they have to make a moose hide trousers and shirts for | 
29 | themselves for the summertime. And then,it was ee 
30 | you know, to get animals. They didn't have any means 
. | 
. | 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Naedzo 
| ofy>-skilling off.animals without rsetting snares. They 
2) used to set snares for caribou and then they used to | 
5 spear it after the caribou was caught in the nets. 
4 He says in the wintertime | 
>| too, when they set off on a trip, there is times when 
6 | there is nothing there for them to get fishing with, 
7 to do fishing.with. So they usually set a trap for 
| the fishes, not necessarily using nets. So they used 
9 | to catch a lot of fish like that too, setting,traps 
| for them. 
11 He says that in those days 
13 | too the government wasn't there to tell them how to do 
13| this and that, to survive. So the Indian people chose | 
14 | leaders and these leaders were the government for the | 
15 | people. They decided what, in what way the people | 
16 | should go this year. What to do before the winter conse: 
17| They sort of, these chosen leaders were the government. 
18 They were the ones who decided what was to be done for | 
19 | the whole community or for the whole tribe. 
20 | And in the olden days too, 
2 when some people went off to caribou hunting, it was 
22 usually all of the young men that went off to caribou 
a hunting, they left behind the women and the old men, 
24 | the old people. And they went just straight with 
35 | canoe and paddles. They paddled all around the coast 
26 | of Great Bear Lake. And the women that were left | 
27 | behind, you know, you heard about the evidence given by| 
23 | the other people, what they did when they were left | 
29 | behind, well that is what the womens did too. | 
30 | And he says that the Indians | 
| 
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| have survived a thousand years before the white man | 
2 | came. They didn't need all of the government activities. 
And he says that sometimes when they wanted to cook | 
| something or they needed to have heat, they used to | 
>| have flints. I think it was a stone and some sort of | 
6 | a thing that they get from the wood. And they used to | 
"| put these together and that is what he says. And that | 
J Makes flints. | 
2 so that they had fire too before 
10 | the white man came. So, you know, he is just stating | 
ee that the Indians have survived thousands of ‘years Haron 
12) the white man came. Sey 
Ly He says that the ancestors | 
4 the old people used to, they would pass on the words 
aa Saying that if you keep your land good, the land will 
16 | treat you good. And before 1921, there was a lot of 
17 | animals. And he says that when you catch a trout, you : 
18 eat all of the trout. You keep the trout back for | 
19) combs and you take the fish head, the trout head and 
20 you know, they dry it up and they keep it. They never 
21) throw away anything. 
1 And in the old “days too, “che 
23 Old people really took caré of their’land: “And so vit 
ie served them well. And so he is just saying that there 
25 | is sort of a cycle through which the Indian people live 
26 | that you treat your land good and that the land will | 
ct) treat you good. 
28 | And he says that even in the 
29 | white man's way, sometimes when they talk about ise 2) 
ae they usually they tell each other, well, Suppose, 
| 
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| 
they had a crop failure one year. Then they probably: 


would try to find reasons for why this crop failure 


happened, or for why the land is, the soil is turning | 
bad. And they can't grow potatoes as well as last year, 


And he is saying that even the 





white people must try to find reasons for why the de- | 
crease ‘of things’ or why things are not) ‘turning ‘out just. 
| 
as’ Well as*ateshould. He says we Indian people have | 
told you, since after 1921--before 1921 there was a 
lot of things that we can®surviveon And now vtherends 
a decrease of animals. And we feel that since the 
white people came, you know, a lot of these things have 
happened since the white man came. And we feel that it| 
is partly their fault. That there is such a decrease : 
in animals and whatever they get. 

He says that until--since 1921 
until ‘today, there Vs’a lot of things that have happened 
he says. THere is poisoning of the furs, the poisoning 
of the animals, and he says some people went off to 


Good Hope Bay and after that poison was set, there was 


| 
a lot of dead caribou they found out there. And then | 
there is fires too. | 

He says that in the old days | 
we never used to have that many fires. Why, all of a | 


sudden there is that many fires? And he says there is 


also the winter roads too. He says we are not the one 


at fault. There has to be an explanation for why all 
of these things are happening. And he says, that can 


you question it in your own mind? 


HE says that, I am not talking 
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30 | land. Suppose it breaks, think about the oil spills? 
———— 


ub about--I am not talking about how I feel and how I | 
2| thinks theasays ethativa,lot/of these; ideas, they have . 
3 | come from the native people here, within this eae 
‘ He says, that if the Treaty | 
5 | didn't come through, there wouldn't have been as much | 
6 | white people come up here. And they would have had | 
‘ 
7 more stuff than they do today. It is just the way that | 
7 the way they used to live and stuff like that, would | 
2 have continued. 
” But jhensaysr that) if they= had 
| a Bible in those days, if the government had a Bible 
12] then, why didn't they use it? You know, he is questioning 
13 | the credibility of the government? | 
14] THE COMMISSION: If they had | 
15 | a Bible then? | 
16 | GRE SINTERPRETE Rca Couldnt thet 
7 swear on it the way way we have. | 
18 | JOE NAEDZO: (Interpretation) | 
| And they made rules that they broke. Since the Treaty. 
20 | You know, well, they are saying whether you know the 
Ad government can be trusted anymore? Should they trust 
22 | the government? 
2 | He says, so I have mentioned 
2 | a lot of damages done to the land, he says. Think abou 
25 | what the pipeline will do. Even the little things, you 
26 | know, like the seismic work and stuff like that. And 
27 | it has done enough damage. Now think about what the 
28 | pipeline can do. He says, we don't want the pipeline. 
29 | We don't want all of this destruction to come into our | 
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And you know, sometimes when : 
people travel, they don't’ get) anything for days; eh? 
And suppose they see a dead animal there and they de- 
cided to eat it? Andthis animal had eaten some of | 
the things that had been left around, left by the eee 
there. Think of what would happen to them? | 

think-of the,oil. spills, What 
about the fishing areas? What about the land damage? 
You can not replace land. 

He says that I will state | 
again that the Native people do not want the pipeline. | 
The land is very important to us. And I am not going 
to be the only one to tell you that. There will be a 
lot of other people who would like to speak. I can't 
be the only one to tell you everything how I feel. So 


he says that is all that he is going to say for now. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Unta. © Chis evening if you, Mike wweOriwevcan carry on vitor 


a while. So whatever the Chief and the members of 
the Councilathink. 

THE INT ERPRETER«9* Theysthink 
maybe we should quit now for a while. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, maybe 
we will then and if the Chief and the members of the 
Council and the--we will come back tonight at 8 o'clock 
And then carry on with the Hearing. Will that be all 
Bight, CeO uclockatonighty «3 sonclock. tonightechen.s 

THE INTERPRETER: You know, 
like when they dance and have drum dances, it's like 


teaching you how to drum dance, so when you go back to 
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your community, you can drum dance for them. | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, good, | 
thank you very much. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TILL 8 P.M.) 


| 
| 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We have com 
to order again this evening, ladies and gentlemen. | 
Ana, Mr. Be'l‘l? | 

GLEN BELL: Mr. Commissioner, | 
I would like to call Phoebe Nahanni at this time, to 
explain our land use map here on the wall. Now, Miss 
Nahanni has already been sworn at the Hay River hearing}. 

Phoebe, you are the Coordinato! 
of the Land Use Research Program at the Indian prother-| 
hood of the Northwest Territories? | 

Would you explain to us what | 
area is shown on this map? | 

PHOEBE NAHANNI: Okay, this is 
the Great Bear Lake Area. And first of all it is in- 
complete, because there is a lot of data that isn't on 
the maps, that were given by the sample of 21 men, 21 
OULOL ao. 


THE COMMISSIONER: The sample 


A ves. 

Q And the 59 comprise--what 
is the category of the persons? How would you describe 
them? 

A Mostly trappers, and some 


OLeeZoe outro 5 oN 
of them are retired. Some of them are labourers now. 
| 
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iS Sih Face Phoebe Nahanni 

ul And some of them work for the government. 

2 GLEN BELL: Perhaps you could 
3 point out for us some of the major landmarks, so we 

4 can just know more clearly what we are talking about? 

5 A This area covers quite a 
6 | Blt because itis up:‘to Tito S00,000Nscale. Or 8 miles 
1, to an inch. So it goes really far south. Starting | 
S| from here, this point here isCamsell Bend, this ig Wrigley 
9 | this is Fort Norman. This is Norman Wells, Franklin, 

10 and Port Radium. And a number of other places which 

pie don't really have, well people know the area. 
12 | But just to let you know where 
13 | Lees | 
14| Q Could you explain it an 
E> | a little more detail, what the lines on the map repre- | 
16 | sent? | 
17 / A The lines indicate the : 
t3| travel routes, and the trap lines. And you can see the 
19 | heavily used routes a lot clearer, than you can the 
20 | indivadual routes.» And¥the thicker Lines out of%21 
23 men, ten to, 10 and over trappers have used that route. 
22 | And it indicates that people fromFranklin use these 

‘ heavy lines, the routes, these routes very frequently. 
2 It tells you that it is used 
25 | at different seasons. All seasons. And the intermed- 
26 late line, the thickness, such as this one here, and 
27 this one here, show us that the 5 to 10 trappers use it 
va out of 21. And the thinnest line such as this network 
29 || of lines, shows that 5 people and less use it. 


30 | Q You said that this was 
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Phoebe Nahanni 


not a complete record of the areas used by these 
trappers? Could ts indicate generally what other 
areas would be used by the trappers that are recorded 
on this map? Are there any other areas that are not, 
that don't have lines on them? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q That would be used by the 
trappers on this map? 

A Yes." Well f4sard-this 
is incomplete. Because this section here, the raised 
section, has been traveled by people from Franklin. 
aAnd=7t-irsn"t"heres* So chad neuter is incomplete. And 
then there is the route that has been used up the 
Coppermine River, up the --right up to the Arctic Ocean 

Q Perhaps you*couLd’pome | 
out the Coppermine River? | 

Thank@ your Is this--I am | 
sorry, do you want to translate that? (Translation.) 

IS this area also used by 
trappers from other communities besides Fort Franklin? 

A Yes. Trappers from 
Wrigley use this part here, there is an overlap here 
with the Wrigley people, that overlap with the Norman 
people. And overlap here with the Good Hope, people 
from Good Hope. And Coval. And over here, people 
from Ray Lakes and Lac le Marte and Ray. 

And probably “f@nvuit ,"Pight ap 
there. 

Q But these--the lines of 


these trappers are not marked on this map though, is 
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that correct: 

A No, this is just the 
sample from Franklin. 

Q Besides the lines, could 
you explain what the other symbols are on this map 
and tell us what they are about? 

A He indicate fish lakes, 
to indicate where people go fishing, where their fish 
lakes are. And where they hunt large mammals only} 
such as mountain caribou, woodland caribou, barren land 
Caribou and moose. We didn't put the fur bearing animals 
there because it is-just all over. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I see. Yo 
mean the marten and lynx? 

A Marten, lynx, mink and 
aie that . BOX! | 

GLEN BELL: I, take, i tuthak 
they are trapped all over, or in a good deal of, this 
area? 

A Well, the network of 
trap lines indicate that that is where they trap for 
fur-bearing animals. And fish. They fish right through- — 
out the year, in some places. Ice fishing. 

And the triangles, the triangles 
indicates camps, the open triangles being temporary 
camps such as tent camping or open fire, open camp. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Like that 
you mean? 

A Yes. 


Q McGill Bay? 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Phoebe Nahanni | 
1 A Yes. The triangles with | 
z the brackets around it are camps, temporary camps that | 
3 aren't used anymore. And the black triangles, the soit 
4 triangles are camps that are used all of the time, are 
5 still being used. If they are brackets, then they are 
6 | not used anymore. | 
aI Q But the;-just so I png 
8 stand this. There are a couple of camps up here, on | 
9 these islands, that are a solid peck triangles. Now 
10 what does that mean? 
pane A It means that there are 
12 | cabins there, that people use them still. The age, 
13 | the average age of all of the trappers is around 52. 
14 But the youngest would be around 28. 
15 GLEN BELLiv.Could. you tellaus 
| 
16 | briefly how this . information was gathered? | 
17 | A Well, we have, we had | 
val a couple of field workers, interview individually all | 
i9 of the men that were, that gave us the information. 
20 They asked them when they begin to trap, and where did 
pat they go, what did they get and it was all written down. 
eee There is a biography for each 
23 trapper. And once this was, once they gave us all of 
24] that information on a set of maps, we correlated, which 
5 | is we put it all together on this map and really it is 
26 | it is really incomplete. And it is not very well done 
27 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, did 
29 A 213 
30 Q Tr, see. 


you interview 59 or 21? 
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1 A But we know that there is| 
Z 59 people who could be interviewed. : 
3 | GLEN BELL: Well, those are | 
4 all of the questions that I have. But I think that thig * 
5 map should be marked as an exhibit. 
6 | THESCOMMISSEONER: Yes. This 
| 
| map that Mr. Naedzo discussed this afternoon, that should 
e be marked as an exhibit too, Mr. Bell. 
2 GLEN BELL: Yes, I think it 
10 should. Provided Mr. Naedzo is willing to part with it 
11 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 
12) hopel that, that is all righe® She secretary ofsthe 
sll Inquiry will take this map and this map into her custod 
14 when we leave Fort Franklin and they will be marked as 
ee exhibits and form part of the permanent record of the : 
16 Inquiry. And I should say that everything that is said) 
17 | here today and tomorrow is taken down in writing. And | 
18 forms part of the permanent record of the Inquiry. 
1? And when the Inquiry --after 
20 we leave Fort Franklin, that will be written out and 
21 a copy will be provided to Chief Kodakin for the use of 
22 the community. 
23 Well, Mr. Naedzo didn't object 
24 | to that, so I think that we will now, have got his map. 
25 | I hope in translations, which doesn't change that. 
26 | (NAEDZO'S MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-16) | 
27 (HUNTING MAP MARKED EXHIBIT C-17) 
23 | THE COMMISSIONER: So that if 
| you will let us take it, we will make a copy and return 
si teeto him.- Tf that helps. 
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GLEN BELL: I wish Ti.coudsa. 


I just would like to add one other point for the benefit 
of the Inquiry and the other paxveLcipantsph-gilt-1sp,our 
intention to call Miss Nahanni at the formal hearings 

in case anybody has any questions by way of cross- 
examination. That is all that I have. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
MrieBell. 

THE INTERPRETER: You can tak 
that copy, but the new copy that you make, provided you 
give him the new copy that you make? 

THE COMMISSIONER:) All right, 

I will undertake to do that. And I hope that's on the 
record. And that you have made a note of that Miss 
Hutchison. We will have to supply a copy to Mr. Naedzo. 

THE INTERPRETER: The new copy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The new | 
Eopy. Adel scaght: 

A VOICE: I was suppose 
to ask you if we could have a couple more copies? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
are certainly welcome to, if we could Swear you in. 
Maybe you could give me your name, I didn't catch it. 

MRak EVESONss . Steveslveson 
is my name. I guess I did a bit of work on that. And 

Pheobe 
I guess / did most of the work and Paul Modeste. But 
some of the things that are missing, as well as some 
of the trips that went further off the maps, it is 


just more data in the area is already shown and alread 


pretty well covered. And also, the idea was, when we 
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Andre Dolphus 


finished those maps, they would go to Yellowknife and 


be drafted and coalated like this. And then come back 
to the community and have it checked out pretty tho- 
roughly to see that we haven't made any mistakes. 

And the community didn't have | 
aichance toxchecki*this map out teither! © So ithere could 


be a few errors too as well. So that should go on the 





record. And hopefully there will be a finished product 
not too long from now, which will be accurate. And | 
which will have been accepted by the community. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Fine, thank} 
you. 

THE INTERPRETER: We would like 
to have this completed before they pass it over to you.| 
Because they feel like some of the most important esis 


like one of the men from here walked all the way up to 


the coast of this lake. And they used to make a lot of | 


trips down through the Great Lakes area. And that is | 
not put on there. So they would like to have it com- 


pleted before they pass it on. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, what 
we will do is this is an exhibit of the Inquiry. But 
if it is all right, we will talk to Mr. Bell and Phoebe 
Nahanni and give the map back to them. If it has to be 
brought back to be completed? Is “that! tal biright 7iatwWe 
will work that out? 


We will carry on. 


ANDRE DOLPHUS: Sworn. 
ANDRE DOLPHUS: (Interpretation) 


He says that when he was a child, his parents both died 
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| So he grew up an orphan. And he is going to tell you | 

oe about his life experience, since then. How he worked 

1 in the bush and just the stuff like that. | 

4| And he says that he is not 

i only speaking for himself, but also speaking for a lot 

6 | of other people here. And he says that he-- 

7 : THE INTERPRETER: I have a | 

| hard time trying to grasp the meaning behind some of 

9 the; words,{ so IT.think that J.will just skip that; for | 
7 now. 

Baas | THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
12 well you do your best. 
13 | ANDRE DOLPHUS: (Interpretation) 
id! He was really young when he started to, when he was | 
e able to work on his own. And he says that he can remem- 
16 bers that the things that the people nowadays have | 
17 | available for them wasn't available then. So there was 
18 avLot.of hardships, duringy this: time. | 
y He said that he is going to 
oy talk about when he was young, how he used to work and 
21 how they tried to keep life going, like he says. And 
22 he says that at times when he went hunting, he said 
23 sometimes when he went hunting, he never got anything. 
24 So he spent three days without food. So finally it 
is was really cold nights, around in January and he had 
26 | to sleep without a blanket on these cold nights. 
| He says that we are a poor 
28 | people. And he says that we people never, never occurred 
29 | to us to let our children starve. We always try to ha 
30 | food for the children. And he says we have to work 

| 
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Andre Dolphus 


hard to get this food sometimes. And he says that 
in his days too, they never had tents or blankets or 


things that the comforts that we have today. 


He says that even me , when 
I am sitting here, he says that he is remembering that 
he used to have caribou hide blankets and you know, to 
sleep with. | 


He says that sometimes when he 





went trapping too, he came to his camp late at night, 


he always carried one net. And whether it was night 


outside. He used to get floats and rocks for the nets 
so he could set the net the same night. He says for 
£OOd+«and stuff. And he says that there is a lot of | 
people that work like that. So when I am talking about 
things like that, these are some of the experiences that 
the old people have gone through. : 
| 

He says that sometimes, you | 

know work is really hard and stuff like that, but you 


always have to try to get what you are seeking or what 





you are looking for. Because there is no money left at 


the house, there is not money that you can turn to at 


the house. So you have to really work hard to get 
what you want. And he says that there is alot of mal 
that do the same thing. 
He is just saying that he is 

not the only one that went through that experience. | 
That there is a lot of people here who share that 
experience. He says that in order for the people to | 
think about living for another day, this is the type | 

| 


of thing they have to go through. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Andre Dolphus 
1 And he says that when they | 
2 | go trapping the mens when they go trapping, he says, | 
| you are not walking onithesroads. OPaved roadge#for | 
4| you. YOu have to sometimes trot through snow about | 
J three feet high. And you sweat a lot too when you are 
6 | walking on snow shoes. 

7) He says when a person doesn't | 
8 | have children, he says, there is a lot of things like, 

9 like himself, he says that there is a lot of things 

10 that the house needs. There is a lot of things that 

al you need. And as old as he is, you know, you still hav 
12 | to work. To get some of the things that they really 

13 | need. | 
14 | He says that he is 73 years, 
do old now and when he is talking about the old days, how | 
16 | they used to live and what they, the hardships that they 
17 | had to go through, he says, he knows what he is talking 
: about. He says that the old people, the very old | 
L9 pecple, you know, like when the Hudson Bay first came 
sol and there was some supplies available to them, that the 
a| Old people never would enjoy it, having tea or cigarettes 
Ze or any of the Hudson Bay supplies that come. Because 
23 they WAAV cHoddh money to get enough for themselves. 
24 And “he says a@thateaeslot of 

« times they had to go trapping or hunting before dawn. 

26 | And he says that sometimes, you know, you don't get ms 
ad thing all day, eh? But these are some of the hard tim 
a that they had to go through to get the food. He says 

25 | sometimes there is times when they had to, you know, 

30 | they tried to make camp at night and it is mee 
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Were Me bee ote Fee Andre Dolphus 
1 They have to put the tent up, | 
, 2] they have to get the wood to keep the fire going all | 
3 | night. So there is all this, -all*of -the*things "that | 
4 goes, happens when you are trapping. And he Says that | 
> | we, he says that native people, this is the way of the 
6 | native people. This is the lives of the native ees 
7 The animals, the white man, | 
3 and everything--like the white man and the native ea 
| all of the people on this world likes, wants their 
"| children to live on. They want their children to live. 
A He says that although we are 
12) a poor people, we have survived. And he says that we 
1:3); like it. We don't want people to take what we--the 
14 | last thing that we have. We don't want our children to, 
35s | be any poorer than they are. And the only thing that | 
16 | sort of keeps us going is the land. | 
17] And he says that I have a : 
a very sorrowful mind, like my heart is sad because that | 
ve sort of in the question right now. 
2 When we set, like when they 
2] set the net, even though it is really cold, they have 
Paes to set net. And hunting is the same, so sometimes it 
7 is really cold. But because you are hungry, you take 
24) your’ mitts off and you hold a rifle and because it is 
25 | really cold, every time you shoot, about three to four 
26 times, the rifle hits your hand in a certain way and 
oy you can see all of the frozen marks. But he says that 
native 
28 | this is the hardships of the 7 -people. 
Butsthie is* what! you do becaust 





you? are ‘hungry. That is all that ‘he’ i's: going to talk 
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Andre Dolphus 
Joe Bayah 


bOrvyOu avout. There is a lot of other people who is 


| 
| 
going to speak. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
very much. | 
JOE ,BAYAH: ‘Sworn. | 

THE INTERPRETER: Last summer 
when; you came to visit them, oh, I would like to intro-} 
duce you. This is Joe Bayah. | 


JOE BAYAH: (Interpretation. ) 





He says that last summer you came to see us at North 





Shore. You were happy for us. We were happy for you. 
We are poor people and we welcome you. It is nice for 
you to come and listen to our stories. | 

He says that you are interested 
in listening to our stories, and he feels that it is 


right that you get the information that the people are 


GiVANGe you. 


help our children for the future. And when we talk abo 
the land and how important it is to us, we are speaking 
the truth. And for people to be sympathetic to the 
people, the northern people, the native people, because 
they are poor people. 

The,fisbing.netuais practically 
the last thing that they are going to survive on. He 
says that the seismic lines have causeda scarcity of 
animals. So their last means of survival is sort of the 
fishing net. That is practicaliysthe only way they 


are going to live off of this land now. 


| 
: 
We have like, our fathers have 
helped us survive until today. Then we must in turn 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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Joe Bayah 


He says that although this 
lake is that big, he says because of all of the fishing| 
lodges and stuff that is happening within the north, 
he says we will be very poor. And he says that we hope 
we will be very happy if this doesn't happen up here. 

That it doesn't become another 


southern town. 


He says that when I go trapping, 


he says, I usually work across the seismic lines. He 
Says; there 1s no footprints of any animals on the seis- 
mic lines. The animals are afraid of the seismic lines 
And because of the seismic lines, there will be no more 
animals. 

For the past 60 years, the 


Old people who work for us used to go, travel from here'! 





to Fort Norman to get supplies. And this usually 
happened on June 15. And when we went by boat all the 
way to Fort Norman, it was usually pulled by the 
people there. They used to pull at the boat with a rop 
tied to it all around the river. And he says that the 
dogs were sometimes uSed aS outdoor motors, outboard 
motors. 

He says, and sometimes he 
says, it wasn't necessarily from Franklin that they 
traveled all that distance to Fort Norman. Sometimes 
Ghaey jwentwras far gas Caribou, Poing. ‘Canibou sPoint jis 
“ight opposite over there. Right--you know, you just | 
Look at it horizontally. eillierea: | 
BromsGanbebou,sPoinik too. ebut | 


when the weather was really bad, the weather is pretty 
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BURNABY 2. B.C. Joe Bayah 
i unpredictable on Great Bear Lake. So when the weather 
2 | is really bad, you have to stay you know, where the | 
3 | little islands are. And remain there until the weather 
4 calms down. 
3 Although the older people , : 
6 | our ancestors had a hard time in life, like, they really 
| enjoyed what they were doing. And they liked what they 
7 were doing. 
"| He says that you must give | 
10 | thanks for the information that we give you. And us, 
ie in turn are happy to give these information. He says 
de but there is going to be a time when the white man will 
L3 have a hard time too. And he says the information we 
14 give you of the past might be important to even the | 
15} white man. | 
set 'And when a person gives a good| 
dé] word to the other person, he says, we native people salea 
18 thanks for the good word. And we carry on the good 
1? word that we heard from the past, we carry on till toda 
20 | Peke"ite FS) SOrt “Of a ‘good thing to’ do that. 
aL It is like defending yourself 
onde with a down, it is defending yourself with very sympathe- 
aa fich attitude He says, for thespase four vyeane, the 
24 | white man has been bothering us for land. They want to 
25 | do this with our land and that with our land. We don't 
26 want anything to happen to our land. Because it is 
2077) very important to us. 
28 | When the pipeline comes throug 


’ 
he says, there might be a lot of things, bad things, ! 





| 
| 

30 | damages, happen to the animals and the native people. 
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1| We don't want that to happen to us. And we hope that | 
2 | - you understand our point that we have given you, that 
7 we don't want anything to happen to our land and our | 
7 animals. And he also states that if anything happens | 
5 to that pipeline, you can not renew the land. | | 
6 | pormt is very “important to | 
{ them. And he says that they would appreciate it if youl 
| would have this in mind when you make your final | 
‘ statement. 
10 | And he hopes with all of his 
| heart that you have grasped the idea he is trying to 
12 | get across to you. That, he hopes that in your ruling 
13| you will keep this in mind. He says that there is a lot 
14 | of other people who would like to talk and he probably | 
15 | would come back and say some more. | 
16 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you | 
17| very much. | 
18 JIMMY CLEARY. : Sworn. 
19 | JIMMY CLEARY : (Interpretation.) 
a | He said he was born in 1900) insithexspring, in duly. 8 
21 | in Fort Norman. His name is Jimmy Cleary. 
22 He says that Powell Cleary, 
23) his father, raised him. He says that father worked 
24 as an N.T. trader. He used to take care of the supplies, 
25 | so in return he used to be able to trade for furs. 
26. THE COMMISSIONER: What trader} 
28 | THE INTERPRETER: «Yes,- He Geedl 
4 to work for-- | 
30 i A N.T. Traders. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Jimmy Cleary 

iL THE ‘COMMISSIONER That is a 

2 company, is it? 

3 | THE INTERPRETER: N.T.C.L. 

4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, N.T.C.L 
5 THE INTERPRETER: Oli lana | 
6 | sorry, is it Northern Traders? 
” THE COMMISSIONER: Before your| 
8 | time I guess. 

: A He says that. an 1922) 

a I don't know what he means by referring to the trap 

tay line, but he says he works for the trap line on North 
12] Shore for five years. 

13 | THE INTERPRETER: I think you 
i aner going. to. have: to, looksinto your ‘history... Ivdon!t 
a know who is Gilbert Ladine. But I guess he discovered | 
16 the radium? | 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I aoe 
| know whether he discovered the radium. But he had 
19 something to do with the mine at Fort Radium. 
s A Echo Bay. 
val HE COMMISSIONERs*~ Yes; Echo 
Page 4 Bay. 
23 A He says that after that 
ay he worked for Gilbert Ladine. Carrying freight. And 
25 he says for 31 years he has been hauling freights, you 
26 | know. And the freights consists of machinery and oil. 
27 | Hegsavyemthatsinvearrying +this | 
28 machinery and oil, it has something in reference to 

23 the war ending a:little sooner. 

30 | _ THE INTERPRETER: I really don/t 
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understand what he means by the atomic bomb. 


THE COMMISSIONER: “The radium. 


THE COMMISSIONER: From the 
BY-Dorado’Mine’ on Great* Bear Lake. 


THE INTERPRETER: Oh, okay. 
| 
| 

THE INTERPRETER: Okay. | 


A And he says that in ae! 
days too, the trappers had a very profitable time, you | 
know,just trapping and living off of the land. And he 
Says that he is making complimentaries to himself that 
because of him, the war ended a little faster for the 
white man and for the Indians. 

He is saying that after workin 
for those guys, I guess something happened to his eyes 
while he was working there. But it pleases him to know 
that he did a lot of good for the native people, although 
it costs him his eyes. He is pleased, you know, that | 
he knows that he did a lot of good for the people. 

HE says that he doesn't want 
any reserves up here. He doesn't want any reserves or 
any dam. And he says that he would be very happy if this 
doesn't happen up north. 

He says that I am speaking 
about the land and the dam. He doesn't want the land 
and the dam up here. And he says that at the moment 
he doesn't have anything to say about the pipeline. 

He also says he doesn't want the pipeline, but then he 
contradicts himself to say that it might be useful too. 

When, if we have war. 


| 
THE COMMISSIONER: If we have 
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Joe Bayah 


what? 





THE INTERPRETER: War. The 
Third World War, I guess. 
THE COMMISSIONER: YOURGOt a 


nore, ot that, Mr. Carter? 


| 
A He says that you guys a 
really brainy, he says. You are very intelligent that! 
you didn't come on July 8, he says. Because on July 8 | 
it is my birthday and you would have had to bring a 
lot of gifts for me. But he says you are very intelli- 
Genc7, sovthatiistall he is ’going to say.) @heresis a 
lot of people that are going to talk. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
very much. ‘ 

THE INTERPRETER: Could I at | 
this moment take a break to get some water? : 
THE COMMISSIONER: We will | 
stop for about 5 minutes, so Phoebe Tatti can get a 
glass of water and then we will start again in a few 


minutes. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR FIVE MINUTES AT 9:35 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RSUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT ) 

THE COMMISSIONER: We will 
carry on now, ladies and gentlemen. 

JOE BAYAH: (Interpretation. ) 
He wants to tell you about the way his father lived. 
He says, although it may be very small, he still wants 
to mention it. 

My father never had a rifle, 


he says. So he made bows and arrows. And this is how 
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1 we got ducks to eat. He says we were very poor and we 
2 never had a lot of nets, so my dad used to make a note 
7 sort..of with harpoons, with split, you know what I am 
44 talking about. Well, he used to use that to catch 

: fish. 

6 When you are fishing, there 








: 

’ used to be no strings for the hooks, so you used to get| 

8 willows. And he used to bring it back to the teepee. 

) And in those days too they used to have caribou skin 

10 | teepees . So he said they used to dry them up inside 
11 | there, and they used to dry them. And then they used 
12] Cornave to strip the coverings: offuuntilvehevesaresall 
13 | white. And then they sort of twine them to make a rope 
1 That they use for hooks. And 
15 | referring to trapping, my father sometimes had maybe | 
16 | One to two traps. MAde by the white man. He says, but| 
17 | when he went trapping for a long period of time, he | 
m always used wooden traps. Wooden traps, I suppose, a 
19 | made out of wood. 
20 | He says that we native people 
22 had a lot of hardships. And we will appreciate it if 
22 those people we are giving this information to will 
23 feel sympathetic towards our plea. The school, he 
24 | says that not many children used the bush. He says, bu 
25 | that is because of the school. 
26 | THE COMMISSIONER: The what? 
27 | A The schools. The school 
28 | provided within all of the communities. But he says that 
a3 when you take a child into the bush, and you know you 


| 
| 
| 
30 | sort of have a hard time taking them out of there again 
eeewaera : 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Bayah 
~ because they enjoy it so much. And they like the bush. 
2 | So although you can say that 
‘ not very many people, children use the bush, they reall 
4 enjoy being in the bush. And he says that we don't | 
= have anything of very much value or worth, so we depend 
6 | on fish and animals. 
7) He says that this is voneeni nd | 
i that is very important to us. It has to mean some 
7| thing to us. He says that the lake, out here is like a 
10 weep freeze. So we don't want to have any more diffi- 
11 | culties put on us. Aside from what we have. 
12) Like he is saying that they 
ey don't want anymore things to, major development or any 
14) type of damage to happen. 
ad My father used to make, he 
16 | never had very much supplies in those days. And my | 
a father used to twine those--I told you about those, | 
si described the twining of the willows after stripping | 
19 | them to make the string for the hooks. He says but 
20 | then there was times when there was no floats too. So 
21 they had to get some wood and slit the, carve it into 
ee the shape of a, sort of a round shape and then iti ce 
ad naive’ 
24 And then they used to put a 
25 | hook in between that to keep it together, made out of 
26 | bone and that is how they, he says the father got fish 
27 pete, hitler én? 
28 | The native people, his ancestors 
| and his fathers, they may have--their life must have 
30 | 


been hard. But that the way of life, it still exists 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Joe Bayah | 

| 

ni Oday. It still, exists today.) *And that” is* sort® of eel 

2 | native way, he says. | 

3) Today we have the ropes avail- 

4 | able at the Bay, and at the stores, to--he is going | 

5 back to fishing again. And he is saying that sidactineal 
6 when you are used to set nets underneath the ice, you 














| 

7 always have to have an extra string to pull the nets | 

g | through the ice’so that you can look at’ it, and then 

' put it through the other way again, to put it back into 
10 | the ice. 
al He says that when we used to 
12] do that, my mother used to get a lot of sinews that 
13) you used for sewing moccasins and stuff like that. They 
14/ used to use the sinews and fix it all up and tie it art 
| together. They used to use that rope for pulling through 
16 the nets. | 
17 | THE COMMISSIONER: Sinews of | 
a the caribou? | 
ve) | THE INTERPRETER: Yes. 
20 || A He says that sometime 
sal they spend their winter in Johnny Hoe. And in the 
ore. springtime they have to come back and there was no gum 
23] boats and other rubbers footwear. So they used to take 
24 | the legging off of caribou and they used to use the 
25 | Veguing. “lt TS sort lems ciie Niue, lial tile yv ruse” 
26 | to ‘put it at the--the mothers used to sew this to the 
27 | bottom of the moccasins. And this, the people used as 
28 rubber boots, to walk across/ the rough ice. 
29 | He says this was the way of 





30 | the Indian people. 
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1 He says, today I sit here and 
2 I must look like--I must look to you like I dress well, 
3] he says. But in those days I never had nothing, aside 
fe from caribou hide trousers. No underwear, no shirt, | 
5 just caribou hide trousers. Plus the caribou hide fur 
6 | coats. 
7 And this is all that he has | 
7 to say for the time being. But if anything comes up, 
some 
9 he will gladly say/more tomorrow. 
10 | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
ll very much. 
1? ALBERT MENICO: Sworn. 
ae. ALBERT MENICO: (Interpretation. ) 
He has something to say something too. | 
15 | THE INTERPRETER: And this : 
16 will probably be our last witness for today. | 
17! A He says that we have a | 
18 | woman witnesses. And he says that in the old days | 
a the women had their role within the family. And he 
4 is saying that they had their own place within a family). 
i, And the men also had their own place. But when those 
a5 womens were talking about the way of life, and how this 
a4 was carried down, sort of like tradition, he says what 
24 | they said, what the kind of statements that those women 
oA made, and the kind of statements that the men made, are 
26 very true. 
27 | Whatever, the woman.said, it 
aa is the truth. He says, because he knows, from experiente 
29 he knows that what they have said is really the truth. 
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And he says, Andre, when he 
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RURNABY 2, B.C. Albert Menico 
1} made some statements about how his family were, his 
2 | mother and father, what they taught him, he says, I nave 
3| gone through that Seine experience. 
4 And he says, I know when he 
5 is, what he is talking about. He is not--old Andre 
6 | also stated a lot of times that he wasn't the only one. 
| So what he is saying is that they share this same expert 
| ience. 

; He pointed to the heigth 
10 | that he was, when he saw his father's father.  Great- 
| grandfather. So he says that he is the fourth of the 
= generation. And he says that they all taught each 
13 | other, you know, through sort of following footsteps 
oy of the other. 
15 | He says, so I am following | 
16 | the footsteps of my great-grandfather. And my father. | 
17| And he says that I have traveled all over this Great | 
ral Bear Lake. I have traveled all over on the land. And | 
ae we are talking about the land, the importance of land, 
20 | then it is the truth. 
i He says the community is Fort 
aa Franklin and Fort Norman. He is about the only oldest 
* person here. He says, and the kind, the way of life 
2 | in which they described, he says, I am more familiar 
25 | with that. I am not more--I am very familiar with thath 
26 | HE says, when you have travele 
27) toa lot of,;you know, to different communities. You 
28 see a lot of children playing on the road, playing out- 
29 | side of their homes. He says, the kind of life that 
so we are leading today, we have to talk for our children. 

| 
| 
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| All of those children you are seeing playing on the 

sd road, within those communities, you are speaking for 

J them. And we can't, you know, we older people can't 

au Say, well forget the children. We have to think about 
5 | those children. 

6] Because the older people, like 
7| his father and them, they thought about them. Now it if 
. their turn to think about the children., So he says 

9 that when we are talking about the land and how importan 
10 it is for us, we are not saying for just ourselves. 

11] But we are also speaking for those little children you 
12 see on the roads. 

13 | We are not talking, when we 
14 are giving evidence, for this community, we are not | 
15 | talking just for the good of this community. We are | 
16 | also thinking about all of the communities within the | 
"| MacKenzie Valley. And he says that when he gives you 
18 | this information, he really would appreciate it very 

19 | much if you would listen to them. 

29 And what he is saying is that 
21 he doesn't, he--he 1s making a special request of you. 
22 | And they would appreciate it very much if you would 

23, listen to those requests. Now--it is hard for me to 

24 | exphad niaits 

25 | THE INTERPRETER: I can under- 
26 | stand; himin, Slavey. I would do a perfect job if I 

27| was translating in Slavey, But, Ltstisithand, 

ia THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 


think I understand very well what you said, sir. I 


think--I understand what you are telling me, at any oa 
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Albert Menico 


A. We are talking about things fo 
the future for our children, he says. So today we need 
like for the children to carry on, they need a net 
runs and trapping very much. 

My father taught me so that 
I can, I can continue life. I can, he says, to make 
better my life. Like to better my life. He is saying 
that if I just went ahead and didn't take heeqof what 
he was saying, he probably wouldn't survive today. 

He says, but now the children 
today are not really using the bush as much. He says 
because of the schools, within all of the communities 
it serves--they are sort of running two lives. You 
know, there is the schools to worry about and the 
traditional way of life to worry about. 

And he says that he doesn't 
know what the outcome might be. But it would be better 
if the older people could carry on the traditional way 
of ilu fe. 

He says, not the older people, 
but to teach the younger children to carry on the trad- 
itional way of life. The children today, the governmen 
runs all of the schools. And the government and the 
white people are sort of the control, have the control 
over the younger people. They are running the young 
one's lives. 

He says, but it would please 
him so much if we, the older people, would teach the 
younger people how to live off of the land, because he 


says, we didn't need education to survive in the north. 


See 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Albert Menico bs 
a But he is stating, you know, 

Ps very clearly, that it is somebody else that is doing th 
3 teaching of the children today. 

4 He says that when he was young, 
5 he traveled all over, in the North Shore and all over 

6 | the Great Bear Lake, he said. He traveled all over for 
7| trapping. You know, and the way of life is completely | 
8 different from just straight trapping. 

a He says that when he traps, 

10 | he doesn't know why he--he says he questions why did he 
x trap all of those areas. Because all of the money that 
12| he made, or all of the furs that he brought back, the 
13 Bay stores stole from him. You know, like they are 
14) sort of stealing from him, because the price of the 
15) fur was so low. | 
16 | He says that he questions ee 
17 | why he traveled all of that distance practically for | 
18 nothing? He says, but to teach the children how to | 
19 carry on for a lates Life Am sitmove Simportant: todayviethan 
20 | to, the way of life to other people. 
a The way we lived in the old 
"1 days and the traditions are still passing, on, like 

8 the way of the Indian people. Eovithey stusvl live off 
il of the land. 

25 | But he says we can't go ahead 
26 | and give the permission to these guys to damage the 

27 | land. We can't give permission to these guys to go | 
28 | ahead and do whatever they want on our land, knowing 

25 | that we are going to be the ones that is going to 

30 | suffer from it. 
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BURNABY 2, B.C. Albert Menico 

| Hey Says;n somite is best for, us 
2 | to continue the way we used to live. 

| The information that you got 

4 from the woman witnesses, and the men, he says, what- 

5 ever they said is the truth. Because they all share 

6 | the same experience. And he also says that he couldn't 
7| sit back, he couldn't sit back and just wait. Because 
8 he says he has something to say. And he had to Say it. 
9 Andi rail dont thknow, I forgot 
10 the rest. There is just too many distractions. 

11} But he is just saying that, 
12 you know, he couldn't sit back and just watch. He had 
13 | to say what he wanted to say. 
Are He just had to say the things 
a he just told you. And he says that he is happy for Nek 
16) to come to face them, when you are talking to them when| 
17 | they are talking to you, you know. And he is happy for 
18 you and you should be happy for him too. 
19 He is an aggressive speaker, that 

| he.waight.really do,it), £00.68 Sonhe, 1S.justedgoing.£On.take 
yp it easy. 
22) THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 

23 thank you very much. I guess I got off easy. 

oa THE INTERPRETER: (Translates) 
| THE COMMISSIONER: What is 

26 | going on now? 

27 | THE INTERPRETER: It doesn't 
28 involve you at all. 

28 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, could 
30 | you teil me whether=-- 
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THE INTERPRETER: Okay, okay, 
aad Ete gl 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, whether 
anybody else wants to speak tonight? Or--you said that 
was the last witness. You wanted to speak. 

Chief Kodakin and members of 
the Council, did you want to adjourn now until tomorrow 
or did you want to carry on for a while longer? ic 
is all right with me if you want to carry on. 

It is all right with me if you 
want to adjourn until tomorrow. Whatever you and the 
people who live here want to do, I am at your disposal. 

THE INTERPRETER: (Translates. 
They have concluded that they have tomorrow and the 
next day? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, what 
we would like to do is carry on tomorrow and tomorrow 
night as well. We would like to go down to Fort Norma 
on Thursday. But if we don't finish here tomorrow 
night, we could stay here Thursday morning and maybe 
part of the afternoon. 

But we would like to be able 
to get to Fort Norman on Thursday so we could start 
there maybe Thursday afternoon or Thursday night. So-- 
but I will stay until I have heard everybody who has go 
something to say. Don't worry about that. I am just 
saying that we would kind of like to get to Fort Norman 
on Thursday, because there is people there, I am sure 
who want to say something. 


We could start with--we can 
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carry on tonight or we can start earlier tomorrow. I 
am finding what everyone has said very helpful. And 
it is very useful to me. 

THE INTERPRETER: That you ame 
to what everybody speak, and you came here to listen 
to everybody the--comments. And in a way, he is tellin 
you to not be in such a hurry to take off, because they} 
feel that if the whole community is here to state its 
feelings and stuff like that, you might have to stay 
until January. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Till when? 

THE+INSZERPRETER: »Till January; 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, let's+- 
is-ilt all right if we carmy onktor ax little, loncer 
tonight? I will stay until Thursday and even longer | 
than that, but we had» planned to go to Fort Norman | 
later in the week. And I think that con Wid. find By 
if we carry on a little longer, maybe some of the peopl 
who haven't had a chance to speak would--- 

We will adjourn then until 
tomorrow. 

THE INTERPRETER: I think the 
have something planned for tonight. : 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
well, sure, I understand that. And well, we will--how 
about--should we start then at one o'clock tomorrow, 
would that be the right time? 

Well, we will adjourn then 
until one o'clock tomorrow then. And I want to eons 


Chief Kodakin and the members of the Council and all of 
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| 
other people who spoke today, because what each of you 
has said is very helpful to me. And gives me a chance 
to understand how you feel, about the proposed pipeline 
And what you think about what | 
the pipeline companies propose to do. We will carry 
on tomorrow then at one o'clock in the afternoon and 
then we will carry on again tomorrow evening. And we 
will carry on still at Thursday, if there are people 


who don't get a chance to speak tomorrow. We will stay 
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Dont worry aboutethat. And 


then tomorrow night at this time, we will maybe take a 





look at where we are are, is that all right? 


So, thank you again, and we 
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Will carry on at one o'clock tomorrow. 
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